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Something “stupid”? 


| am writing to challenge comments 
made by Lesley Primeau in her January 
20, 2000 column [“VuePoint: Meet 
the Stupids”]. Creating awareness of 
workplace health and safety issues js 
hardly “stupid” by any measure. 

The Workers’ Compensation Board 
(WCB), Alberta, has undertaken a 
more prominent role in raising aware- 
ness of the need for improved work- 
place safety and disability 
management at the urging of our 
stakeholders. If we can make more 
people aware of the importance of 
workplace health and safety, all Alber- 
tans will benefit. Safer workplaces will 
result in increased productivity, more 
jobs, peace of mind, better employee 
morale and reduced costs. A reduction 
in lost time claims of just one per cent 
would result in savings of $3.5 million. 

The total budget for this advertis- 
ing campaign is $650,000, which is 
an investment in workplace health 
and safety. Did Ms. Primeau even view 
the ads and consider their purpose 
before belittling a campaign designed 
to benefit Albertans? —Micnaet Dickin- 
SON, TEAM LEADER, CORPORATE COMMUNI- 
CATIONS, WorKERS’ COMPENSATION BOARD, 
ALBERTA 


Lesley Primeau responds: 

“And | quote: ‘If we can make more 
people aware of the importance of 
workplace health and safety, all Alber- 
tans will benefit.’ Having seen your 
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propaganda, can you show me exactly 
where you made Albertans aware of 
this? And to whoever wrote your script, 
did they consult with injured workers, 
especially the long-term workers who 
have lost homes, cars, savings, family 
and dignity?” 


Stop the presses: 
government listens to 
public! 


I've been sitting and thinking about 
what has taken place over the past 
week, | sat in amazement as public 
outcry actually reached a strong 
enough fervor to force our govern- 
ment to listen. 

When the NHL bailout proposal 
was announced, | too was offended. To 
my debit, | did not find a way to make 
my opinion known other than discus- 
sion with friends and workmates, but | 
sat only mildly surprised as talk shows 
and other public forums were inundat- 
ed with cries against this proposal. 

What amazed me most is that the 
government listened. Within days, Mr. 
Manley publicly retracted the proposal 
and recognized the public’s right to 
decision. They actually listened! 

In our current political system, 
especially in the area of big business, a 
truly elitist attitude has taken over. It is 
generally agreed in the back rooms 
and hidden corridors of government 
and business that the people do not 
know what is good for them. Listen to 
the comments made by any corpora- 
tion when their plans are blocked by 
environmental lobbyists. Examine the 
comments made by delegates to the 
WTO talks in Seattle. Check out the 
comments currently being made by 
companies like Monsanto concerning 
the backlash against genetically 
altered foods. These individuals and 
shareholders honestly see the public 
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as a nuisance to be overcome, 
deceived and otherwise kept out of 
the picture so that the real work of the 
world can be done 

Well, we finally threw a wrench 
into the works. Hot on the tail of the 
immensely successful WTO protests, 
we actually managed to make democ- 
racy work as it is meant to. The Cana- 
dian populace, with little or no 
pushing and prodding, rose en masse 
and enacted its will. 

The public has declared its opin- 
ion on government handouts to sub- 
sidize corporations. We don’t like 
them. We do not want to support 
for-profit corporations with our tax 
dollars. We have proven that we can 
effect changes to this system. So 
what can we do? 

Let’s get this information into the 
hands of the masses. The facts must 
be out there somewhere. | realize that 
most of these deals are taking place in 
back rooms and are hardly transpar- 
ent to those of us outside the loop, 
but there has to be some way to get it 
out. Is there anybody out there with 
the means? Is there any way we can 
get our hands on the cold, hard facts? 
If we could mobilize and energize the 
populace in the same way as we saw 
last week, we could see an actual 
change in the way we run our econo- 
my. We could put an end to having to 
scramble for the crumbs from the cor- 
porate table and see the money put 
directly where it needs to be. 

What we need is people who are 
willing to help educate the populace, 
to help bring to a head the type of 
grassroots revolution we saw last 
week. If you know of institutions or 
persons, or groups who have this kind 
of information and/or agenda, please 
let me know, | am excited by the pos- 
sibilities and | want to get involved. — 
David SHEPHERD, EDMONTON 
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up this one night,” 
recalls Snider. 
singer, big man. He 
was huge—but Big 
Miller comes down the stairs and 
he’s a rack. I realized the man was 
dying. I wanted to go get a camera 
to take his picture, but I couldn't 
leave because I knew | was watching 
the last show he was ever going to 
do. And he died within the week. He 
had cancer or something. It was eat- 
ing him away. But he gave every- 
thing he had.” 


wife.” 
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City Media Club closes its doors 


Music venue 
mourned by 
musicians and 
darts-players alike 
By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


or Don Snider, probably the 
last person who'll ever be 


called “president of the board” 


at the City Media Club, Big Miller’s 
final concert is the night that 
stands out. 


Big Miller was a regular at the 


club back in its early years beneath 
the IGA on 99 St. 
Kansas City shouter, the bluesman 
was born in Sioux City, lowa but 
made Edmonton his home. He 
became a local legend in this unlike- 
ly northern 
impromptu gigs at the club on a reg- 
ular basis. 


An old-school 


town, playing 


“Big Miller showed 


“Big 


For CKUA announcer/producer 


Cam Hayden, who served as presi- 
dent and entertainment director of 
the club for six years, the time Los 
Lobos jammed at the tiny joint 
after their gig at the Shaw Confer- 
ence Centre is unforgettable. They 
showed up around 1:30 a.m., 
hopped onstage an hour later and 
proceeded to play until four or five 
in the morning. 
sweaty,” 
doors were locked.” 
for the after-hours show that 
night, rumour has it, was a dozen 
beers and a bottle of whiskey. 


“It was hot and 
says Hayden, “and the 
Los Lobos’ fee 


The memories are a little differ- 


ent for Ted Boniface, a former CBC 
radio producer and a club member 
since day one. “For me,” he says, 
“the major event was meeting my 


It was 1984, the first year 


Check out 





the club was operating, and a 
beach party, complete with music 
and costumes, was raging. Boniface 
was standing at the bar talking to a 
buddy. “This woman skated up on 
roller skates,” he recalls, “and she 
challenged me to a game of pool. 
She clobbered me. Now I’m not a 
bad pool player, but it’s unnerving 
to play a woman wearing roller 
skates.” After the game, Michele 
asked Ted if he would be her part- 
ner and help her face the next 
challenger. They held the table the 
rest of the night. Two years later 
they were married. 


What's the rumpus? 


From that small space with the nau- 
tical rumpus-room decor on 99 St to 
its current basement location below 
the CKER building on Calgary Trail, 
the City Media Club has played host 
to more than its share of stories over 
the years. The musi- 
cians who played 
there, the relation- 
ships that started 
there, the relationships 
that ended there—all are flooding 
back as the club prepares to close its 
doors for the final time following a 
performance by Old Reliable on Sat- 
urday night 

According to Snider, who's 
been involved for the last eight 
years and president the last two, 
ongoing financial troubles have 
become too much of a burden. 
Not long after moving to the old 
Royal Navy Club in the fall of 
1994 (lured by the bigger room, 
better air flow, bigger bathrooms 
and kitchen) a letter from Rev- 
enue Canada arrived. The club 
owed $55,000 in back taxes. That 
debt was negotiated down to 
about $10,000, and despite a 
string of fundraisers, it’s never 
gone away. 

Location has also been a prob- 
lem since the move. Down at 60 
Ave, it’s too far from the walk-in 
traffic of the Whyte Ave strip, where 
a myriad of bars offer live music and 
cheap beer for little or no cover 
charge. “Who are we competing 
against?” asks Snider. “How many 
seats are there on Whyte Avenue 
now? Eight thousand liquor seats 
with entertainment? We had a good 





gig going, but at the 
end of the year 
when we did the 
books and added it 
all up, we just never 
made money. We 
were always a couple 
grand shy.” 


A bar for 
journalists? 
It'll never 
work! 


Money was probably 
the last thing on 
anybody's mind in 
1983 when the idea 
of resuscitating a press club in 
Edmonton popped up. A group of 
local media types—mostly people 
who worked at CBC, ITV and 
CFRN—had a simple wish: a place to 
hang out. “At the time,” says Fred 
Yackman, an original board member 
who worked at CKUA in the mid- 
1980s, “people in the media were 
drinking at the Strathcona Hotel. It 
was an opportunity to drink some- 
where else.” 

They created an environment 
where you could swap stories and 
relax after work with a beer or two. 
And if you were a freelancer like 
Yackman, it was also a place to make 
contacts and drum up assignments. 
Yackman remembers high-profile 
national reporters like Peter Gzowski 
and Mike Duffy dropping by when 
they were in town. The Canadian 
Association of Journalists held semi- 
nars there. Once, the head of CSIS, a 
guy named Reid Morden, gave a 
talk. “It was entertaining,” Yackman 
says, “to have the chief spook of 
Canada down there,” 

A few months after opening, in 
a bid to draw more patrons and 
shore up its finances, the club 
evolved into more of a roots music 
venue. At first, locals were brought 
in to play. Lester Quitzau, Lionel 
Rault and Rusty Reed were among 
those who frequently graced the 
stage. Quitzau’s second Edmonton 
gig, in fact, was at the old location 
on 99 St, and he played both spots 
another 15 or so times over the 
years. “If 1 didn’t have a place like 
that to play,” he says, “well, with- 
out the little boosts it gave, maybe 
one wouldn't continue playing. It 


Old Reliable hosts City Media Club’s 
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had an amazing vibe. One door 
closes, hopefully another will 
open. There’s no doubt the city 
needs, and can support, a room 
like that.” 

Eventually, artists from further 
afield, like bluesmen Gatemouth 
Brown, John Hammond and Dutch 
Mason, were booked. Last Friday, 
Hayden did a commemorative show 
on CKUA featuring musicians who'd 
performed there over the years. “I’m 
getting misty sitting here thinking 
about it,” he said while putting the 
show together. 


Save that stuff for 
the alley 


At the City Media Club, audiences 
came to listen to the music, not to 
pick up chicks or get into fights. If 
you got drunk and boisterous, says 
Snider, somebody would gently ask 
you to take it easy or offer you a ride 
home—not threaten to punch you 
out. “We had only one rule,” he 
says: “No boinking on food-prepara- 
tion surfaces. I don’t know if that’s 
in the bylaws or not.” 

On January 28, in addition to 
the regular Friday afternoon darts 
game and a gig by Hot Cottage, 
there will be a silent auction of 
memorabilia from the club. Then 
comes the Old Reliable show on Sat- 
urday night. And then, silence. 
“There will be a void,” says Snider. 
“Atmosphere-wise, it'll be missed. 
For the hardcore regulars who really 
loved it, yeah, it’ll be missed. For 
me, for my dart-throwing buddies 
and all the other volunteers, yeah, 
itll be missed.” © 
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Law bimonthly hooks up 
with Our Voice 


EDMONTON—Vendors who sell Our 
Voice, the city’s spare change maga- 
zine, will have something extra to 
offer when the new issue hits the 
streets on February 1. 

In addition to their normal 
monthly mag, this one featuring 
Ryan Smith of the Edmonton Oilers 
on the cover, they'll be hawking 
copies of Law Now, a University of 
Alberta-published bimonthly that 
provides legal information, interpre- 
tation and comment to help Canadi- 
ans deal with the impact of the law 
on their work and their lives. 

The February/March issue of Law 
Now—which is put together by 
lawyers, law librarians, legal editors, 
writers and the U of A’s Legal Studies 
program—focusses on poverty and 
the law. It features pieces by Armine 
Yalnizyan, author of an acclaimed 
report called “The Growing Gap,” 
and Brian Bechtel of Edmonton's 
Social Planning Council. It also 
delves into legal aid for the poor 
across Canada, the over-representa- 
tion of the poor in Canada’s justice 
system and the resources available to 
women who leave long-term rela- 
tionships but lack access to legal help 
because of financial problems. _ 

he relationship between Our 
Voice and Law Now began at last 
year's Poverty Amidst Plenty confer- 
ence when the editor and publisher 
of the respective publications, 
Michael Walters and Lois Gander, 
met. According to Walters, vendors 
are always enthusiastic when they 
have something extra to sell. 

“We've done it in the past with 
poetry books, calendars and Christ- 
mas cards,” he says. “Anything else 
we can put in their hands certainly 
helps. 

“It’s fortunate timing that this is 
happening in the winter,” continues 
Walters. “There’s a more desperate 
need for shelter. There’s obviously a 
need for shelter all the time, but it’s 
more crucial now, for sure. It’s more 
life and death in the winter.” 

Vendors will purchase copies of 
Law Now for one dollar and sell them 
for five dollars. The arrangement 
may continue beyond this initial 
partnership, says Walters. 

Past issues of Law Now have 
focused on topics like aboriginal law, 
Internet privacy and family law. — 
~__ DAN RuBINsTEIN 


Eleventh-hour ruling goes 
against six-plex 


‘ 


-EDMONTON—The group fighting to 

_ stop the construction of a proposed 
six-screen multiplex on Whyte Ave 

_ has won at least a temporary 
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appeal for two reasons. The subdivi- 
sion and development appeal board 
that gave the project a green light 
last year may have erred in interpret- 
ing a land-use bylaw, she said, and 
that the decision lacked clarity. 

Because of her somewhat surpris- 
ing ruling, a panel of three appeal 
court judges must re-examine the 
subdivision and development appeal 
board's decision. According to 
Donna Read, a lawyer for the OSF, 
that probably won’t happen for sev- 
eral months—a kick in the teeth to 
Alliance Atlantis, which initially 
hoped to open the theatre complex 
as early as September 1. 

The most contentious part of the 
subdivision and appeal board's ruling 
is the fact that it overruled the area’s 
four-storey height restriction and 
didn’t deem complaints about 
increased parking problems in the 
neighbourhood significant enough 
to halt the development. 

The OSF wants to stop the proj- 
ect, president Judy Berghofer said in 
a recent interview with Vue Weekly, 
because it will change the look of 
Old Strathcona’s main pedestrian 
drag and bring traffic and parking 
problems to the neighbourhood. It 
could also hurt business at two his- 
torically significant buildings: the 
Princess and Garneau theatres. —Dan 
RUBINSTEIN 


SPORTS 
H-E-double-hockey-sticks 


The sport may be hockey, but last 
week the Liberals and the Canadian 
media turned it into a game of politi- 
cal football. ? 

In reaction to a leaked docu- 
ment, the Grits set up industry min- 
ister John Manley for a fall, forcing 
him to-announce a $20-$25 million 
subsidy package for the six Canadi- 
an NHL franchises (providing 
provinces, municipalities and the 
NHL itself also chipped in) until the 
current Collective Bargaining Agree- 
ment expires in 2004. 

Ironically, Manley’s announce- 
ment came the same week the gov- 
ernment announced that the 
Human Resources Development 
Ca grants fund had lost billions 


of dollars thanks to mismanage- 
_ ment and poor accounting. Obvi- 


ayman would think 
Ources minister Jane 


Stewart would have made the front 
pages instead of Manley. But, no, it 
was Manley who became the 
nation’s whipping boy. By the end 
of the week, he was forced—thanks 
to a near-rebellion in caucus and a 
huge public outcry from the percep- 
tion that the government was fund- 
ing millionaires—to rescind the 
offer, placing the immediate future 
of the Vancouver Canucks and 
Ottawa Senators in doubt. 

Meanwhile, Stewart's billion-dol- 
lar should-have-been-a-scandal was 
brushed aside with a hasty press 
release from the PMO, suspending 
all HRDC grants until an audit is 
done and creating a new tracking 
system to ensure funds won't be lost 
in the future. 

The national media also did a 
shoddy job of providing balanced 
coverage of the NHL-funding kerfuf- 
fle. Many salient facts were never 
presented. For instance, is $20-25 
million so much to ask, considering 
the NHL allows the provinces to use 
its teams and game for Sports Select, 
a lottery which generates millions? 
What about the fact that the pub- 
licly-funded CBC would take a huge 
hit—one that would cost taxpayers 
far more than $25 million—if its 


biggest cash cow, Hockey Night in | 


Canada, were endangered? What 
about the millions in charity sup- 
port the six teams give to their com- 
munities every year? What about 
the millions they already pay in 
taxes? Would taxpayers be better off 
if those tax dollars moved south? 
Truth be told, there would be less 
money to fund health and educa- 
tion if the NHL’s small-market 
Canadian teams packed up and left. 
But neither Ottawa Senators owner 
Rod Bryden (the point man for the 
small-market owners, portrayed in 
the media as a Liberal bagman) nor 
Manley bothered to speak on those 
issues eloquently. 

The Sun’s Mark Bonokoski was 
alone among the media in his will- 
ingness to play devil’s advocate. 

“The fact that $20 million to 
save possibly as many as six NHL 
teams is chicken feed compared to 
the upwards of $3 billion which 
somehow disappeared at Human 
Resources Development Canada 
seems to carry no comparative 
weight among those with the tar 
and feathers,” he wrote. —STeven 
SANDOR 








RACISM 


Racism flourishes in land 
of Dixie 


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA—It 
may be a new millennium, but good 
old-fashioned racism is still alive and 
well south of the border. 

A pair of disturbing news stories 
from the United States have caught 
Vue’s eye in recent days: one revolves 
around the fierceness with which 
some Americans are defending South 
Carolina’s right to keep the Confeder- 
ate battle flag flying over the state cap- 
ital building; the other is about a 
website, www, martinlutherking.org, 
which is not a tribute to Martin Luther 
King Jr. but a propaganda page created 
by a white-supremacist group to dis- 
credit the slain black civil rights leader, 

In South Carolina, the decision 
the fly the flag was made in 1962, 
according to the Washington Post, as 
a rebuke to the civil rights move- 
ment. That fact flies in the face of 
the argument that the flag's promi- 
nent position represents the state's 
heritage and history. 

Throw in comments like those 
made by Republican state senator 
Arthur Ravenel, who called the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People the 
“National Association of Retarded 
People”—and them apologized to 
retarded people for linking them with 
the NAACP—and you see how much 
further South Carolina has to evolve. 
(Republican presidential candidate 
George W. Bush, by the way, said 
Ravenel’s comments were “unfortu- 
nate” and were blurted out during 
“an emotional debate.”) 

The King website, meanwhile, is 
maintained by a group called Storm- 
front, which is run by former Ku 
Klux Klansman Don Black. “Well, 
friends, he is not a legitimate rev- 
erend, he is not a bona fide Ph.D., 
and his name isn’t really Martin 
Luther King Jr.,” says one section. 
“What's left? Justa sexual degener- 
ate, an America-hating Communist, 
and a criminal betrayer of even the 
interests of his own.” 

In an interview with Internet 
magazine Salon, Black said, “The 
establishment media tries to turn 
Martin Luther King into a saint when 
the opposite is the case.” Gee, | won- 
der what Black thinks about the Con- 
federate flag? —Dan RusinsteIn O 
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By LESLEY PRIMEAU 
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Manley, yes—do you 
like it too? 


I'm not sure exactly what industry 
minister John Manley thought 
would happen after he 
announced his haphazard plan to 
save Canada’s NHL teams. Did he 
actually think taxpayers—who are 
woefully tired of hearing there’s 
no relief for fishermen, no relief 
for farmers, no money to spare for 
healthcare—would suddenly leap 
at the opportunity subsidize a bil- 
lion-dollar business? (I sti/l wonder 
why we subsidize companies like 
Bombardier.) 

The financial benefit of having 
pro hockey in Canada is dubious at 
best, anyway. Certainly, millions of 
dollars flow though Canada as a 
result of hockey: money spent on 
restaurants, hotels, cabs... the list is 
endless, But a large amount ends 
up in the United States, since that’s 
were many of the players actually 
reside. Those who support tax relief 
or subsidies always say that if 10 
million tax dollars are raised and we 
give back five, then we're still five 
million dollars ahead, whereas if pro 
hockey leaves, we lose everything. 
That may be true, but how do you 
justify that to other Canadian busi- 
nesses? Don’t they work just as 
hard, employ even more people 
and provide just as much in the 
way of tax dollars as the NHL? 

Manley says that at least he 
tried. How so? Did he have any con- 
versations with the Board of Gover- 
nors for the NHL? Did he chat with 
the Players’ Association? Did he 
expect his provincial and municipal 
counterparts would fall right in line? 

Interestingly, Manley claims the 
Alberta government privately 
agreed to support his proposal even 
though their official reaction was to 
adamantly condemn the plan. 
There's a story in this somewhere— 
our province has been floating trial 
balloons for the past few weeks on 
tax relief. Can anyone be certain 
what they’re up to? One day, they 
promise a cut in gas prices, maybe 
a cut in healthcare premiums, 
maybe a reduction in personal 
taxes—but still nothing concrete. 
And if Manley’s account of his con- 
versation with the powers that be is 
accurate, | wonder if the province 
flip-flopped on him after hearing 
the outcry from “severely normal,” 
taxed-to-death Albertans. ; 

None of this addresses the 
question of the future of hockey in 
Canada. |f Canadian hockey really is 
in jeopardy, wouldn’t this be an 
ideal time for all the interested par- 
ties to get together—for the players 
and owners to sit down and figure 
out a course of action they’re all 
able to live with? If hockey is in seri- 
ous trouble, why is the league still 
expanding? When you watch a 
game on television, often it’s in an 
arena that barely draws 10,000 
fans. What gives? Edmonton is a 
huge hockey town, but after so 
many years of giving and giving 
and giving, you have to ask, 
“Where does it all end?” The Oilers 
can fill the seats, but that’s still not 
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City Media Club closes its doors 


Music venue 
mourned by 
musicians and 
darts-players alike 
By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


or Don Snider, probably the 
F::.: person who'll ever be 

called “president of the board” 
at the City Media Club, Big Miller’s 
final concert is the night that 
stands out. 

Big Miller was a regular at the 
club back in its early years beneath 
the IGA on 99 St. An old-school 
Kansas City shouter, the bluesman 
was born in Sioux City, lowa but 
made Edmonton his home. He 
became a local legend in this unlike- 
ly northern town, playing 
impromptu gigs at the club on a reg- 
ular basis. 

“Big Miller showed 
up this one night,” 
recalls Snider. “Big 
singer, big man. He 
was huge—but Big 
Miller comes down the stairs and 
he’s a rack. [ realized the man was 
dying. | wanted to go get a camera 
to take his picture, but I couldn’t 
leave because I knew I was watching 
the last show he was ever going to 
do. And he died within the week. He 
had cancer or something. It was eat- 
ing him away. But he gave every- 
thing he had.” 

For CKUA announcer/producer 
Cam Hayden, who served as presi- 
dent and entertainment director of 
the club for six years, the time Los 
Lobos jammed at the tiny joint 
after their gig at the Shaw Confer- 
ence Centre is unforgettable. They 
showed up around 1:30 a.m., 
hopped onstage an hour later and 
proceeded to play until four or five 
in the morning. “It was hot and 
sweaty,” says Hayden, “and the 
doors were locked.” Los Lobos’ fee 
for the after-hours show that 
night, rumour has it, was a dozen 
beers and a bottle of whiskey. 

The memories are a little differ- 
ent for Ted Boniface, a former CBC 
radio producer and a club member 
since day one. “For me,” he says, 
“the major event was meeting my 
wife.” It was 1984, the first year 








the club was operating, anda 
beach party, complete with music 
and costumes, was raging. Boniface 
was Standing at the bar talking to a 
buddy. “This woman skated up on 
roller skates,” he recalls, “and she 
challenged me to a game of pool. 
She clobbered me. Now I’m not a 
bad pool player, but it’s unnerving 
to play a woman wearing roller 
skates.” After the game, Michele 
asked Ted if he would be her part- 
ner and help her face the next 
challenger. They held the table the 
rest of the night. Two years later 
they were married. 


What's the rumpus? 


From that small space with the nau- 
tical rumpus-room decor on 99 St to 
its current basement location below 
the CKER building on Calgary Trail, 
the City Media Club has played host 
to more than its share of stories over 
the years. The musi- 
cians who played 
there, the relation- 
ships that started 
there, the relationships 
that ended there—all are flooding 
back as the club prepares to close its 
doors for the final time following a 
performance by Old Reliable on Sat- 
urday night. 

According to Snider, who's 
been involved for the last eight 
years and president the last two, 
ongoing financial troubles have 
become too much of a burden. 
Not long after moving to the old 
Royal Navy Club in the fall of 
1994 (lured by the bigger room, 
better air flow, bigger bathrooms 
and kitchen) a letter from Rev- 
enue Canada arrived. The club 
owed $55,000 in back taxes. That 
debt was negotiated down to 
about $10,000, and despite a 
string of fundraisers, it’s never 
gone away. 

Location has also been a prob- 
lem since the move. Down at 60 
Ave, it’s too far from the walk-in 
traffic of the Whyte Ave strip, where 
a myriad of bars offer live music and 
cheap beer for little or no cover 
charge. “Who are we competing 
against?” asks Snider. “How many 
seats are there on Whyte Avenue 
now? Eight thousand liquor seats 
with entertainment? We had a good 
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gig going, but at the 
end of the year 
when we did the 
books and added it 
all up, we just never 
made money. We 
were always a couple 
grand shy.” 


A bar for 
journalists? 
it'll never 
work! 


Money was probably 
the last thing on 
anybody's mind in 
1983 when the idea 
of resuscitating a press club in 
Edmonton popped up. A group of 
local media types—mostly people 
who worked at CBC, ITV and 
CFRN—had a simple wish: a place to 
hang out. “At the time,” says Fred 
Yackman, an original board member 
who worked at CKUA in the mid- 
1980s, “people in the media were 
drinking at the Strathcona Hotel. It 
was an opportunity to drink some- 
where else.” 

rhey created an environment 
where you could swap stories and 
relax after work with a beer or two, 
And if you were a freelancer like 
Yackmian, it was also a place to make 
contacts and drum up assignments. 
Yackman remembers high-profile 
national reporters like Peter Gzowski 
and Mike Duffy dropping by when 
they were in town. The Canadian 
Association of Journalists held semi- 
nars there. Once, the head of CSIS, a 
guy named Reid Morden, gave a 
talk. “It was entertaining,” Yackman 
says, “to have the chief spook of 
Canada down there.” 

A few months after opening, in 
a bid to draw more patrons and 
shore up its finances, the club 
evolved into more of a roots music 
venue. At first, locals were brought 
in to play. Lester Quitzau, Lionel 
Rault and Rusty Reed were among 
those who frequently graced the 
stage. Quitzau’s second Edmonton 
gig, in fact, was at the old location 
on 99 St, and he played both spots 
another 15 or so times over the 
years. “If 1 didn’t have a place like 
that to play,” he says, “well, with- 
out the little boosts it gave, maybe 
one wouldn’t continue playing. It 
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had an amazing vibe. One door 
closes, hopefully another will 
open. There’s no doubt the city 
needs, and can support, a room 
like that.” 

Eventually, artists from further 
afield, like bluesmen Gatemouth 
Brown, John Hammond and Dutch 
Mason, were booked. Last Friday, 
Hayden did a commemorative show 
on CKUA featuring musicians who'd 
performed there over the years. “I’m 
getting misty sitting here thinking 
about it,” he said while putting the 
show together. 


Save that stuff for 
the alley 


At the City Media Club, audiences 
came to listen to the music, not to 
pick up chicks or get into fights. If 
you got drunk and boisterous, says 
Snider, somebody would gently ask 
you to take it easy or offer you a ride 
home—not threaten to punch you 
out. “We had only one rule,” he 
says: “No boinking on food-prepara- 
tion surfaces. | don’t know if that’s 
in the bylaws or not.” 

On January 28, in addition to 
the regular Friday afternoon darts 
game and a gig by Hot Cottage, 
there will be a silent auction of 
memorabilia from the club. Then 
comes the Old Reliable show on Sat- 
urday night. And then, silence. 
“There will be a void,” says Snider. 
“Atmosphere-wise, it'll be missed. 
For the hardcore regulars who really 
loved it, yeah, it'll be missed. For 
me, for my dart-throwing buddies 
and all the other volunteers, yeah, 
it’ll be missed,” © 
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It’s a genetically modified food fight 


Conference rallies 
protesters against 
“Frankenstein food” 


By TOOKER GOMBERG 
AND ANGELA BISCHOFF 


veryone knows you shouldn’t 
E::: apples and oranges. But 

inserting scorpion genes into 
cor, or fish genes into tomatoes? To 
a growing array of environmental 
protesters, the idea seems downright 
unnatural. 

Somebody's 
messing around 
with the genetic 
makeup of the planet, 
and it ain’t the Almighty, Mutant 
corn and canola are being made in 
Monsanto’s image (the same folks 
who brought us Agent Orange and 
toxic PCBs) or in the laboratories of 
Dupont (who brought us weapons- 
grade plutonium and CFCs). 

This week, GMOs (genetically 
modified organisms) are on the plate 
at a UN meeting in Montreal, where 
delegates from over 130 countries are 
gathered to craft international rules 
to control the shipment of GMOs 
around the world and reduce the 
possibility of genetic pollution. It is 
the final chapter in negotiations that 
began at the Rio Earth Summit in 
1992 when governments signed the 
Biodiversity Convention. The centre- 
piece of this convention was the 
“conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity.” 

As part of the convention, a 
Biosafety Protocol was to be conclud- 
ed last year in Cartagena, Columbia. 
But it unravelled thanks to a small 
handful of countries, led by—guess 
who?—Canada. 

Informal meetings got off to a 
lively start last week when Joyce 
Groote, chairwoman of the Global 
Industry Coalition of biotechnology 
proponents, was “pied” at a news 
conference. Uttering the trademark 
cry of “Gloop, gloop,” the fleeing 
entartiste (i.e., pie thrower) dashed 
out the door. Earlier this week, feder- 
al health minister Allan Rock also got 
a faceful of pastry. Clearly, some 
Montrealers don’t want genetic 
experiments shoved down their 
throats. 


Chilly protesters 
stir up action 


As recently as a few months ago, 
GMOs were’ barely on the radar 
screen in Montreal. But last Saturday, 
more than 1,000 francophones and 
anglophones gathered together at 
the Université de Quebec 4 Montréal 
for a daylong teach-in, to learn 
about, strategize against and protest 
the dangers of mutant foods. More 
than 600 lively protesters braved 
temperatures as low as -45°C (factor- 
ing in the wind chill) to express their 
concern. “Vive la evolution” read 
one placard; other protesters waved 
paper plates emblazoned with the 
slogan “No GMOs On My Plate.” 
The negotiations underway this 
week in Montreal are stuck on sever- 
al points, with the so-called Miami 
Group—primarily grain exporting 
countries like Canada, the U.S., 
Argentina, Australia, Chile and 
Uruguay—lining up against the rest 
of the world. Will GMOs be regulated 
to protect the environment, or will 
trade rule the day? The Miami Group 
wants what could be called “trade 
liber alles.” They believe that dis- 
putes should be decided by the 


World Trade Organization, while 
non-governmental organizations 
argue that the health of the environ- 
ment should take precedence over 
the corporate drive for profit. 


They’re gr-r-r-r-r-oss 


Mutant food has arrived swiftly and 
silently. According to Maude Barlow, 
chairperson of the Council of Canadi- 
ans, “In 1995, no genetically modi- 
fied crops were grown for commercial 
sale. Last year, 73 million acres of 
genetically modified crops were 
grown worldwide. Until 
very recently, this 
happened outside 
any public debate or 

education.” 

Much of the soy, canola and corn 
in Canada is already genetically engi- 
neered and has likely found its way 
into your corn flakes. To illustrate this 
point, “Franken-Tony,” a sickly green 
Greenpeace mascot that cross-breeds 
Tony the Tiger with Frankenstein, 
snaked through the streets of Montre- 


al on Saturday, ominously shaking a 
box of Kellogg’s Corn Flakes. While 
the cereal is free of GMOs in England, 
its Canadian counterpart likely con- 
tains genetically modified corn— 
something activists call a double 
standard. European consumers have 
been waging an all-out battle against 
mutant foods; now it appears as 
though North America is catching a 
similar allergic reaction. 

At Saturday’s teach-in, speakers 
from around the world outlined their 
concerns and their strategies for pro 
tecting the world’s biodiversity. We 
learned that the European Union has 
adopted a de facto halt to the com- 
mercial release of any new GM crops 
until at least 2001, and that major 
food retailers have banished GM 
products from their shelves. 

Although Canada’s own McCain 
Foods announced in November that 
it will not accept GM potatoes, we 
Canadians have had no public debate 
on the issue. The Canadian govern- 
ment refuses to even require labelling 
of food. 


Grits aren't green 


“The Chrétien government has taken 
one of the most aggressive anti-envi- 
ronmental positions of any country 
on this issue,” Barlow proclaimed. 
“What Canada wants this week [with 
the Biosafety Protocol] is an environ- 
mental agreement that will protect its 
trade and commercial interests, not 
the safety of farmers or of the natural 
world. Shame on our governments for 
playing God with our health and the 
very existence of the planet with this 
dreadful experiment of GM foods.” 

Concerns about GM foods 
include unknown health risks, lia- 
bility, and contamination of neigh- 
bouring plants. In a U.S. study, for 
instance, pollen from corn crossed 
with Bt toxin killed monarch but- 
terflies. A British scientist found 
that young rats fed genetically 
mutated potatoes developed organ 
disorders and immune deficiencies. 
(Within 48 hours of releasing his 
results, he was fired, and all his 
data confiscated.) 


Seeding the battle 


Global capital is duking it out with 
global citizenship, and terminator 
technology (genetically mutated 
crops that produce sterile seeds) is 
going head to head with our global 
heritage. It is a time of big battles, like 
that of Saskatchewan farmer Percy 
Schmeiser, who is suing Monsanto 
alleging that their GM canola has 
contaminated his canola fields. Mon- 
santo is suing him for alleged illegal 
use of GM seed 

But like a sprout bursting through 
pavement, a global citizen’s move- 
ment is taking root and growing fast 
As Barlow passionately said, “It is 
informed by very deep commitment 
and information and research, and as 
we did with the MAI, and as we did 
with the WTO, we have found each 
other and we are building a very pow- 
erful international movement that 
will bring GM down. I am absolutely 
convinced that we can win this issue.” 

There’s food for thought. And 
action. © 
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By RICHARD B RNETT 


SCARE SAREE BERET A TRIES 








Right-hand man 


Call me an old soul, but I’ve always 
adored losing myself amidst the 
windy ruins of old Ephesus, Pompeii 
and the Step Pyramids of Saqqara. 

At each site, you'll find fading 
wall paintings depicting all kinds of 
sex acts, gay and straight, paintings 
inside stone brothels and porno- 
graphic graffiti left behind by cen- 
turies of tomb robbers. 

So last week | didn’t really expect 
Caligula, the just-re-released and 
remastered circa-1980 smut epic by 
Penthouse publisher Bob Guccione, 
to recapture the glory of the 
ancients. 

| hadn't seen the flick during its 
first go-round, when porn still had 
hopes of gaining mainstream 
respectability. For that matter, I’d 
never seen porn screened in a the- 
atre. | was born too late, a product 
of the porn renaissance that spans 
the rise of home videos in the ‘80s, 
to Madonna’s Sex book in ’92, to 
today’s overdose of net porn. 
Today's billion-dollar porn industry 
now releases over 10,000 titles 


each year in what undoubtedly is 
porn’s headiest go-go era since the 
late ‘70s. 

So it was weird watching unpro- 
tected sex on the big screen in a the- 
atre full of people (mostly men, | 
might add, and mainly baby 
boomers). I've always thought of 
porn as a more-or-less private thing, 
and the knowing glances from the 
clerks at my local video store betray 
our society's deeper shame over 
renting porn to masturbate over in 
the privacy of our own home. 

. “I've never seen porn in a theatre 
either,” says multimedia maverick 
and self-described “sexual adventur- 
er” Adam Nicholls, who recently 
wrote about banging porn queen 
Annabel Chong for Vice magazine. 
“I'm like the Indiana Jones of sex.” 

“I've always rented porn, 
although I’ve never actually been a 
big porn guy,” Nicholls says. “| think 
masturbation has been stigmatized 
and that’s one of the biggest prob- 
lems. While more people are becom- 
ing more open about porn, 
masturbation and sexuality, people 
still have shame and guilt. It wasn’t 
that long ago that [former] U.S. Sur- 
geon General Jocelyn Elders was 
fired for [advocating] discussing 
masturbation in school.” 

Nicholls’s words echo those of 
celebrated gay-porn director Chi Chi 
LaRue, who directed the 1996 big- 
budget masterpiece Lost in Vegas 
(made for $75,000 [U.S.] and loosely 
based on the Oscar-winning 1995 
feature Leaving Las Vegas), not to 
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mention the lesbian porn classic | 
Lesbo-a-Go-Go, which, while praised 
by straight critics, was roundly | 
panned by gay critics “because it | 
was So kitschy.” 

“It's the kind of guilt that when 
you're horny, nothing matters,” Chi 
Chi once told me. “Everything is 
okay until you cum. And the minute | 
your ejaculation has happened, all | 
the feelings of guilt start to happen. 
‘Oh my God, why did | do that?’ | 
was raised to believe that you have a . 
wife and kids and that you don’t | 
look at naked men in magazines and | 
masturbate,” 

Nicholls is currently developing a 
documentary that he says will | 
explore “the history of masturbation 
through the ages,” a doc I'm sure | 
Chi Chi and even Caligula himself | 
would enjoy. 

Besides, jerking off to porn is the 
ultimate form of safer sex, especially 
ironic considering the industry, 
which now tests its performers for | 
HIV infection monthly, is currently 
coping with yet another round of 


HIV-positive porn stars. Street/Delta/8601 
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originally penned by iconoclastic wit | links to other popular sites 
Gore Vidal (who successfully sued 
Guccione to have his name removed 
from the film’s title), the film’s pre- 
tensions and A-list cast and crew are 
betrayed by senseless scenes of gra- 
tuitous fist-fucking, muff-diving, 
butt-fucking (check out Helen Mirren 
bending over for the ever-campy 
Malcolm McDowell) and rape. As for | 
John Gielgud and a truly reptilian 
Peter O'Toole, they can only thank 
their lucky stars their characters were 
killed off in the first hour. 

“It’s not just another bad movie,” 
Vidal once said of the film. “It is a 
joke movie.” 

And one thing porn isn’t sup- 
posed to be is a joke. It’s supposed 
to be fun. Now if only we could get 
corner stores and drugstores to sell 
Wet (the water-based lube gay men 
swear by, and not that sticky stuff 
straight folks squeeze out of those 
metal toothpaste tubes), then we'd 
all be set. © 
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=fans&id1=7105> 

Bio, discography, photo gallery and 
more. 


The Duke Ellington Appreciation 
Society 
<duke.fuse.net> 


Duke Ellington at the Red Hot Jazz 
| Archive 
<www.redhotjazz.com/duke.html> 
Features audio and biographical 
information 


Duke Ellington Foundation 
<www.dukeellington.org> 
Organized for the purpose of honor- 
ing the unique and remarkable 
accomplishments of Ellington 
through the promotion of diverse 
educational and cultural activities. 











/| Vue Weekly's hot sheet on where to go on the World Wide 


OA Internet 
a part of the OA Group 


IBC Ald 






www.oanet.com 


A Duke Ellington Panorama 
<www.nicom.com/~machare/ell> 
Includes sessionography and index. 


Dusty Reagan’s Duke Ellington Page 
<www.flash.net/~rdreagan/ 
duke.shtml> 

Includes RealAudio versions of the 
classics. 


Edward K. Ellington 
<www.schirmer.com/composers/ 
ellington_bio.html> 

Biography, work list, and more. 


Edward Kennedy Ellington Pages 
<www.dnsmith.com/ellington> 

A listing of all useful references to the 
life and music Duke Ellington. Includ- 
ed are references for various sidemen, 
and of Mercer Ellington, his son, 


Ellington-Strayhorn Songbook 
<www2.biglobe.ne.jp/~songbook/ 
ellington-strayhorn> 

Focusses on the musical collabora- 
tions of Duke Ellington and Billy Stray- 
horn. Features news, list of 
compositions, dicographical data, CD 
list and Neo-Ellingronians.” 


Rude Interlude 
<www.ilinks.net/~holmesr/duke.htm> 
Links to sites dedicated to Duke 





Ellington ' 
Searching for Duke 

<www.ilinks.ne/~holmesr/ 
dukelink.htm> 


Hey surfers! Fax or e-mail your category and/or 
website suggestions to Vue Weekly at 426-2889 e 
office@vue.ab.ca 








whio invite you to 
Construct your career 
and build your future 
by watching and 
learning with 


= presented by 









a, 


Www.accesstv.ab.ca * www.accesslearning,com 









Vue Weekly requires a SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
You possess experience in sales and/or 
a diploma/degree in marketing or 
management. In addition, you excell 
in a reward-based position. 




















We provide a positive work environment, 
where you will have the opportunity 
to be involved with Edmonton's leading 
urban weekly. We also provide a 
competitive base income with an 

excellent incentive structure. 





Please respond with a cover letter & resumé to: 
Rob Lightfoot, Sales & Marketing Mar. 
Vue Weekly 
307, 10080 Jasper Ave. T5J 1V9 


E-mail: <advertising@vue.ab.ca> 















Or by fax at: (780) 426-2889 
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By DAVID DiICENZO 
and JOHN TURNER 


This week, Vue press box fixtures John 
and Dave look at the Oilers’ week that 
was—the good (OT win), the bad (los- 
ing a 2-0 lead) and the unbelievably 
ugly (the whole Nashville game). 


John: Has there ever been a sports 
franchise as frustrating to watch as 
the Edmonton Oilers? When the ‘80s 
Leafs played badly, no one was sur- 
prised—they were awful. But these 
Oilers are a talented bunch that 
seems to play at the level of their 
opponent. A week ago, in a must- 
win situation, they very convincingly 
beat the Calgary Flames, 7-0. | 
remember thinking, “Wow, this is 
what these guys are capable of. 
Maybe this is a turning point for 
them.” | was wrong. | 

Dave: Well, that’s what you get 
when you try to track down the 
game sheet as a memento, John. You 
shouldn't live vicariously through a 
team that just won a regular season 
matchup when the past memories 
included all those Cups. | chalk up 
the choke in the Canucks game to 
you. (Try saying that five times fast). 

John: Edmonton looked lifeless 
against Vancouver on Saturday 
despite jumping out to a 2-0 lead— 
and they were lucky to eke out a tie. 
Their game against Nashville was the 
worst hockey I’ve seen this year, 
maybe a couple of years. | must apol- 
ogize to the friends who | managed 
to snag some free tickets for. Sorry 
for the pain. Can you ever forgive 
me? Who are these guys from 
Nashville and what is that game 
they're playing? From what | hear, 
hockey has become quite popular 
down in Tennessee, but you’d never 
know it from the shameful display on 
Saturday. 

Dave: | thought the eight-year- 
old kid | saw walking out of Skyreach 
summed it up best—"That was a 
waste of money,” the clever little 
gaffer said to his chaperone. That 
was hockey at its downright worst, 
and the problem is that the Oilers did 
exactly what you said-played to 
their level. They showed some balls 
by getting back into the game with 
Joe Beranek’s blast in the closing min- 
utes and then blew it in OT and lost 
3-2. | think the whole press box—and 
crowd for that matter—was stunned 
and at a loss for words. 

John: Tuesday’s matchup in Van- 
couver saw a lot of early scoring and 
was a much better game. And after 
20 overtime efforts without a win, it’s 
fair to say that the Oilers were due 
for one, and they finally got it when 
Moreau scored in OT after fighting 
back to tie it late in the third period. 
Georges Laraque had another great 
game and maybe the next time these 
two teams meet, he and Brashear will 
have a real tilt. Todd Marchant 
extended his point-streak to eight 
games, once again begging the 
question of why Kevin Lowe would 
break up his line when they've been 
playing so well. Nice to see them 
back together. 

Dave: Yeah, Lowe's tinkering is a 
mystery to me, especially with the 
checking line. The Mike Grier/Ethan 
Moreau/Todd Marchant trio has been 
incredible of late. Even when they're 
killing penalties, they become a 
threat on offence because all three 
are so unbelievably aggressive. Mo- 


{Sree 


Green Pepper Hockey League 
Tuesday, January 18 


Mammoth 8, Smalls 6 

Derek Banks made his return to the Mammoth Blackhawks with a 
four-goal, six-point night. Banks was still on the injured reserve for 
the first game after sustaining a jaw to his fist in the pre-season, The 
Boston Smalls, with all four Smalls absent (theyre on tour), had their 
highest goal output to date, despite still being winless on the year. 
Back-up goalie Paul Gorley was heard to utter, “Corby who?” 


Nabob 4, Slow Fresh Oil 3 

After being down two goals at the end of the first, Slow Fresh Oil 
rallied around goals by Lyle Bell and Brent Oliver to tie the game in 
the second. A late third-period goal sealed the win for the Nabob Fly- 
ers, who managed to hold off a six-on-four onslaught for the last 
minute of the game. Nabob forward Gabe Wells showed off his 
defensive prowess by cross-checking SFO forward Lyle Bell in the back 
of the head and punching SFO forward Jason Labonte in the mouth 
with his glove in the final eight seconds of regulation play. Labonte 
retaliated and the two sustained not only bloody lips, but the first 
two fighting majors of the league. 


Sunday, January 23 


Drool 5, Slow Fresh Oil 2 

A very close checking game had the Drool Devils playing a very 
strong offence. The score was only 2-1 for the Devils going into the 
third when the team opened up for two quick goals. This defeat 
leaves the Slow Fresh Oilers 0-3 on the season and in need of some 
team unity. The members of the team were heard to remark, “Next 
time, let’s win, okay?” 


Black Dog 4, Nabob 3 

Without top scorer Gabe Wells in the line-up, the Nabob Flyers 
played a very strong game against the undefeated Black Dog Chiefs. 
A last-minute goal brought the Flyers within a goal of the Chiefs, but 
that was as close as they got. Chiefs forward Ogie Ogulthorpe was 
sent back to the minors after the game, as he was called up to play 
the Flyers. 


Tuesday, January 25 


Mad Bomber Society 5, Smalls 3 

After acquiring some new prospects at deadline, the Mad Bomber 
Leafs stormed to their first win of the season over the Boston Smalls 
The game was a spirited affair, complete with Smalls back-up goalie 
Paul Gorlie mixing it up in front of his net. After the Bombers found 
out he wasn’t mixing drinks, they simply shot the puck instead of 
standing around. 


Mollys Reach 4, Mammoth 1 

Thanks to a Hasek-like performance by MR Red Wings goalie Brent 
Ruelling, the Wings beat the Mammoth Black Hawks to extend their 
unbeaten streak from last year to four games. The game was marred 
briefly with some scraps at the end of the game, but no one was seri- 
ously hurt in the scrum. ; 
Remember: attendance at all GPHL hockey games is free; you can 
check out the league schedule and ice times at www.greenpepper- 
records.com. 


reau has been stellar this year, scor- 
ing. big goals when he must be in 
constant pain (dislocated shoulder, 
etc.). And good for Marchant—his 


play in recent games has protected 
the Oil from some major embarrass- 
ments. Some of his goals have come 
at crucial times. O 


(QUALITY JAUTO/TRUCK{PARTS) 
INSTALUATIONJAVAIVABLE|BY{QUALIFIED, MECHANICS, 
COMPUTERIZEDJINVENTORY{&\PARTS|FINDING| 
90-DAYAWARRANTY{ON| MOST/PARTS) 


720331 03}St4(CalgaryaTrN.) E64 3321402) 
Monzeri:{e.5)/4Sat{9e12) 












seg 


Lvery Tne 


MOLSON OILER 
HOCKEY PAK 


2 Tickets, 2 Hot Dogs 
" 2 Popcorn & 
7 $20 E&C Gift Certificate 


The A ae and Castle 


On Whyte! 
10314-82\Whyte) Ave. 


GIFT CERTIFICATES NOW AVAILABLE! 
Call 439-4545 for More Info 


= WIN 


A SNOWBOARD! 


or a bunch of other random stuff from our Storage room. 


TUESDAYS! 


go) AU) Ne Ly A=) 








10425 whyte avenue 


www.blacRdog.ab.ca 
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Pleasure’s plentiful in paradisical Panorama 


. -and it’s only a SIX- cially for anyone who hasn’t been and by the end of it our thighs were 

H through the Rockies. Just head burning. You can’t bail out at the 

hour drive away! straight through Banff on the bottom, either—you need to take 

TransCanada Highway and turn off the Sunbird triple chair up to the 

By HART GOLBECK to Radium im ae Kootenay _ front side. Fritz’s and Heaven Can 

National Parkway. Once you hit Wait are great runs as well, and 

Jes: wanted to visit a ski resort Radium, you only have 28 kilome- _ there are plenty of ace riding areas 

that offered the “total package,” _ tres to go before you turn up Toby _for boarders, including some natural 

you could fly to some exotic Creek Road at the scenic Invermere __ terrain in the Sun Bowl. The Toby 

location or go for a very long drive, __ Lake. Unless there’s a major storm, chair on the front services the half- 

but why would you want to? you shouldn't encounter any pipe as well as night skiing and 

Panorama, only a six-hour drive delays, and the total ride should __ there’s platter, T-bar and magic car- 

from Edmonton, offers all the take no more than six hours pet for beginners. I’ve never been on 

amenities and then some. As I take Arrival: The first place you'll the runs Canadian Bowl and Roller 

you through a typical Panorama hit in the village is the central Derby, however; they sound too 
vacation, I'll try to keep it brief, but check-in house, where you'll be __ painful. 


I might not be able to. When it pointed in the right direction. If Apreés-ski: There are many great 
comes to this booming mountain _you’re in a condo and need a few__ spots in Panorama to stop for a 
village on the edge of the Buga- __items there’s a general store as well _ short time or linger a little longer. 
boos, there’s a lot to talk about. as a liquor store. For day parkers or The Ski Tip Lodge is a great place to 


Making reservations: Deciding condo dwellers not directly slope- _ start; steaming calzones are served 
where to stay in Panorama might side, Panorama has just added an __ straight out of a wood-burning 
be the toughest part of vacationing eight-passenger open-air “pulse” oven. There’s Lusti’s Cappuccino 
there. Panorama has a wide variety gondola. This baby whisks passen- _ Bar, the Jackpine Pub, as well as the 
of ski-to-your-door accommoda- gers through the village and up to __ livelier Kicking Horse Bar and Grill. 


tions to suit every budget. The Pine __ the lifts in two and a half minutes. For fine dining, there’s the Starbird 
Inn Hotel is the most value-priced Skiing and boarding: Finally, Steakhouse as well as the Toby 
of the bunch, and having stayed _you’re ready to hit the slopes, and Creek dining room. If you want to 
there a few times, I can Panorama has terrain party the night away, the Glacier 
assure you it’s a to suit everyone’s Nite Club goes on and on to the 
great place, ideally tastes. Riding up _— wee hours. 

located at the base two chairs and two Extras: This is where Panorama 
of the Mile 1 quad T-bars places you at the __ really tops the average ski resort. 


chair. Many times we stopped at summit. You now have 1,220 metres There’s a newly constructed 
our main floor balcony for a snack, of vertical at your feet. First there’s Panorama Springs ski-in/ski-out 
refreshments and/or rest. If you like — the Extreme Dream Zone, littered by outdoor heated pool facility—6,000 
condos, then you'll love this double black diamond runs suitably square feet of hot pools and hot 
mountain. There are condos every- named Gunbarrel, Trigger and Fat _ tubs, all slopeside. 1 must remem- 
where, complete with washers and Chance. Just below the Zone is the ber to wear my Bermudas next 
dryers as well as parking garages. scenic View of 1000 Peaks area. If time; I certainly could have used 


This first step is something you'll you like cruising, then Schober’s __ them last time, after that experi- 
have to hash out with the reserva- Dream is a hit. Make sure it’s been ence on Schober’s. The other extra 
tions clerk and they’re real friendly. groomed, though, because once is R.K. Heli-Skiing. If you have a 

The drive: Driving to Panorama when we were up, there was a 4.6- few extra dollars kicking around, 
can be an exciting experience, espe- kilometre bump run ahead of us, _ there’s no greater ski or boarding 


experience than a helicopter ride 
into awesome mountaintop terrain 
where annual snowfalls exceed 10 
metres. The innovation of “Fat 
Boy” skis means you no longer 
need to be an expert skier to go 
Heli-Skiing. 

Going home: The only part 
that sucks. I recommend going to 
the Welcome Centre and getting a 
couple more nights. Your boss or 
teacher won’t mind, will they? © 





g VUE wouldlike to 
Weekly congratulate 


Marianne 
Martin 

$ on winning 

% ty in a skiing weekend 
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Marmot Basin 
Jasper, Alberta 









“Panorama 
Reserves 1-800-663-2929 @ 
www.panoramaresort.com 
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Forester. Sport-Utility Tough. Ski Easy. 


Style & Substance 


Think about this - A car ike ride. Plenty of power. Room for your friends 
and their gear. Great gas mileage. Legendary reliability. ABS Brakes. 
And the outstanding traction and safety of Subaru full time All-Wheel 
Drive. That's substance. Now, think about this - Power windows and 
locks, 80 watt stereo, tinted glass plus all the Dynastar Edition features. 
That's style. Test drive one today. Then pack your bags and pick your hill. 
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+> SUBARU 
The Beauty of All-Wheel Drive! 


Luxurious executive equipped, heated mirrors, heated seats, roof rack 
and your choice of a pair of Dynastar skis ora ig snowboard.) 


For further 
information, call 1-800-586-1467 


Sti Alberta Subory 
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By COLIN CATHREA 
ano HART GOLBECK 
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A huck,too far 





A few weeks ago we wrote about a 
fad that’s been around for a while 
called “road hucking.” Well, the 
practice has claimed its first Canadi- 
an victim of the season. Calgary 
extreme skier Brett Murray Carlson, 
24, was killed in Whistler last week. 
His friends caught it on video. 
Apparently Carlson was a fairly profi- 
cient skier and had competed in 
some extreme skiing competitions, 
including last year’s Export “A” 
Extreme Free Skiing Challenge at 
Sunshine’ s Delirium Drive. He was 
the only skier injured when he 
hucked huge air and blew out his 
shoulder. Word has it he planned out 
the toad huck for quite some time, 














but something went wrong and he 
didn’t accumulate enough speed or 
air to clear the road. He hit it hard. 
Real hard. 


Board to death 


There was another death on the 
slopes last weekend when a snow- 
boarder crashed head first into a 
pole at the finish line of an interna- 
tional snowboard event in Leysin, 
Switzerland. The boarder was just 
finishing his giant parallel slalom run 
when he lost his balance and hit the 
pole. I’m guessing there’s going to 
be a lot more padding on those 
poles in the near future. 


Solar rays 


Ever wonder why you fry your skin so 
quickly when you're out spring skiing? 
A couple of phenomena are at work 
here. One: the ozone layer doesn’t 
eliminate as much of the UV rays in 
the spring. Two: the snow reflects the 
sun, which adds to the intensity of the 
glare. And three: the higher you are, 
the more you cook. Elevations over 
10,000 feet can significantly increase 
the sun’s burning powers. So the next 
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Sunshine 
Wintergreen 
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Red Mtn 
Silverstar 
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Big Sky 
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49 North - 
Lookout Pass 
Silver Mtn - 
Mt Spokane 


Pass Powder Keg 


BRITISH CO LUM B 1Aiapex 150cm base, 11cm in last S days, 3/5 lifts open, 60/60 runs open 


Powder Springs- 


in last week, All lifts in operation 
m of new snow, All lifts open 
e, Ocm of snow, 4 lifts open, 11/11 runs open 


time you're lying in your sun pit at the 
top of Sunshine Village’s Great Divide, 
wear plenty of sunscreen, since you 
can burn in under five minutes. 


The love bus? 


Would you like to spruce up those 
boring trips to your favorite ski area? 
Why not rent the Empress Motor 
Coach out of Banff? It’s like one of 
those rock star units with a kitchen, 
sofa and huge stereo, all for only $200 
an hour. A group of Brits recently 
hired out the “Love Bus” and partied 
to the hill with their own private exot- 
ic dancers on board. That'll put a riser 
in your boots. 


Cheap thrills 


This is the last weekend for those 
cheap deals in Jasper as the Jasper in 
January Festival winds down for 
another season. Temperatures are 
much more seasonal on the hill com- 
pared to Edmonton (where the 
weather isn’t all that bad) and the 
deals are even hotter. The $29 lift 
ticket is almost half the price of the 
lift tickets at the big two resorts in 
Banff. © 
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EQMONTONS URBAN YOIC 


t Of new snow, Excellent skiing conditions 
230 cm base, 10cm in last 7 days, all lifts and 59/59 runs open 
135 cm base, 21cm in last 7 days, All lifts and 99% of runs open 
144 cm base, 13cm of new snow in the last 7 days, All lifts and runs open 


87 cm base, 22cm in the past 8 days, 50/53 runs open, all main lifts open 
82cm base, 7cm of snow in the last 7 days, Good coverage on open runs 
116cm base 2cm of snow in the last 7 days, 19 runs open 4/5 lifts open 
174 cm base, 58cm in last 10 days, 12 lifts open, 91/91 trails open 

50cm base, 18cm of snow in the last 11 days Great skiing conditions 


Ocm of new snow in the last day, 12/12 runs and 


3/3 lifts open 


50cm base, 7cm of new snow in the last 24 hous, J 


219cm base, 11cm in the last 4 days, 9/9 lifts open with 103 runs open 
In the past 7 days, 4cm of new snow, Very good conditions 

226cm base, 4cm in last 7 days, 9/9lifts and 100 runs open, 

Scm of new snow in the last 7 days, 59/67 runs open 

445cm base, 9 cm of new snow in last 24 hours, 7 lifts open 

0 cm of new snow in the last 7 days10/10 lifts & 95/100 runs open 
125-300 cm base, 12cm in last 5 days, all lifts open 

192cm base, 13cm in last 6 days, 5/5 lifts & 83/83 runs open 

176cm base, 2cm of snow in last 24 hours, 6 lifts open and 85 runs open 
146cm base, 7cm in the last week, 5/6 lifts and 80 trails open 

i Whistler/Blackcomb -240cm base, 3 cm of new snow, Visibility unlimited 

; 105cm base, Ocm of new snow in the last day, All lifts closed 

210cm base, 13cm in last 7 days, All lifts open 


UN ITED STATES, Mountain 203cm base, 1Scm in last 7 days , 7lifts and 100% of terrain open 


52 inches base, 8 inches of snow in last 24 hours, 17/18 lifs open 

78 inches base, 2 inches of new-snow in the last 24 hours, all lifts open 
$3 base 0 inches of new snow in the last 24 hours, 3 lifts open 

82 inches base, 1 inch of new snow in the last 24 hours, 2 lifts open 

80 inches base, 7 inches of new snow in the last 24 hours, 50+ trails open 


72 inches base, 0 inches of new snow in the last 24 hours, 25 trails open 


All conditions accurate at 11:10pm, January 26 
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10336- {11st Edmonton 421-1575 


[one block east of The sata Cafe) 
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ey MOUNTAIN RESORT 

f ; J ALBERTA 

Come experience the light dry powder 
Castle Mountain is renowned for. 


NEW terrain awaits you. 


1500 acres and 2833 vertical feet, 
just two and a half hours Southwest of Calgary. 


Visit our website or call us 
for a free brochure, 403.627.5101 


www.castlemountainresort.com 
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All aboard! (Part two) 


Last week, | discussed how we 
“grown-up” snowboarders should 
conduct ourselves as we share the 
mountain with everyone else. No 
longer ought the general attitude 
toward snowboarders be one of dis- 
dain. We too have a right to strap a 
single slab to our feet and enjoy the 
great outdoors. | hope | have piqued 
your baby boomer curiosity and per- 
suaded you to try boarding. 

So where do we start? First, don’t 
run out and buy equipment right 
away. Most shops around town have 
excellent rental and demo equipment 
for you to try. Any ski school will set 
you up in the rental shop before your 
first lesson. You can rent a “learner” 
setup. This will get you through the 








GET YOUR TUNES 











10351 82 Ave 439-3729 














first few times out. Remember that we 
are “old-school” borders with plenty 
of skiing experience behind us. As I’ve 
explained before, this means an 
incredibly fast learning curve. Buying 
starter equipment is a waste of 
money. 

Try to get on a free-riding board 
to start. Now you have to decide 
which foot you'll put forward. People 
may stare and laugh at you as you 
stand in the rental shop in a goofy 
surfer’s stance, looking like someone 
out of an old Frankie Avalon movie. If 
you can’t decide, you'll have to partic- 
ipate in an equally embarrassing exer- 
cise. You must run across a slippery 
floor, and then slide. Your dominant 
foot will automatically go forward. 
Trust me, it works. 

There are snowboard lessons 
geared to adults. Phone around and 
find them. Get the first few lessons 
out of the way at a local hill. The hard 
man-made snow is perfect for begin- 
ners. If you know anyone with in-line 
skating protective equipment, borrow 
it. Remember: your goal is to get onto 
a carving board. Learn the fundamen- 
tals and keep moving on. The first few 
runs with stiff boots and a narrow 
carving board will blow you away. 
When you progress to feeling the 
board bend underneath your feet, it’s 
like nothing else. Once you have mas- 
tered the smooth groomed hills and 
feel the carving action getting 
stronger, you can move on to chutes, 
powder, jumps and the half-pipe if 
your heart so desires. 

You have a whole new alpine 
adventure waiting for you. Throw off 
those chains and be adventurous. Be 
bold. Be outrageous. Don’t let the 
stares bother you as you race down 
the mountain in your old Bell motor- 
cycle helmet and leather jacket. We 
are now the rebellious ones! © 


> Captain Tractor 


Town Party! 


Saturday, January 29" 


at the 
Jasper Activity Centre 
Doors open at 9 pm 


Tickets are $15 © Contact 1-800-473-8135 for more information Tickets available at: 


Amethyst Lodge 
Chateau Jasper 
Lobstick Lodge 


Pyramid Lake Resort 
Astoria Hotel 
Jasper Inn 


Marmot Lodge 
Sawridge Hotel 
Athabasca Hotel 


Jasper Park Lodge 
Mt. Robson Inn 
Whistlers Inn 


SKi JASPER 
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Shaun shines brightly in 


Local male model 
gets Spirited away 
by NY agency 


‘BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 


hat is it that separates the 
merely handsome or good- 
looking among us from 


people like Shaun Char- 
ney, who only two 
weeks ago signed a 
lucrative modelling 
contract with New 
York’s Spirit Agency? It’s hard for 
photographer Avrum Gold to 
explain: “He just photographs really 
well—it’s a certain je ne sais quoi that 
he has.” 

Gold, whose Studio One agency 
in Edmonton discovered him a year 


ago, may not be able to put Char- 
ney’s appeal into words, but he rec- 
ognized his potential instantly, and 
faxed out some choice head shots 
and Polaroids of the handsome 19- 
year-old to an assortment of agen- 
cies in New York last year in hopes 
of landing him some work during 
the busy Christmas season. 
By January, three difference 
agencies were vying to sign Char- 
ney. Spirit, a successful 
boutique firm with 
a couple of dozen 
models under con- 
tract, won out. Things 
have moved quickly for Charney 
ever since; he’ll be in the Big Apple 
until June at least, meeting with 
photographers—no less a talent 
than Bruce Weber is reportedly 
enthusiastic about Charney’s 
looks—and doing ad work. Edmon- 


ton’s per-capita beauty quotient 
may have gone down a shade since 
Charney’s departure, but at least 
you can gaze at this page and check 
out the photos that inspired New 
York to spirit him away. @ 

















“Expect More From Us” 


SALE DAY SATURDAY, FEB.5| 


From 9 AM to 7 PM everything 
in the store is 50% OFF 


LOONEY MADNESS 


All clothing with the selected tag colour 


Feb. 9, 


only $1 


EERE TESTI, 


16 & 23 from 2-3 pm 


The management and staff at Value Village on Whyte 
wish you and yours a Happy Millennium! 


8930 - 82 Ave « 468-1259 





New York City 


Photos: Avrum Gold 
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By GARY McGOWAN 


Gracious in Defeat 





Defeat ¢ Gibbons H Hall: Fri, Jan 28 © 
New City Likwid Lounge: Sat, Jan 29 
Us a big weekend for Defeat. The local 
rockers will be trotting out their rapidly 
evolving sound at separate shows on 
Friday and Saturday nights. 

On Friday, Defeat headlines a bill at 
the Gibbons Community Hall in the 
company of Phork and Hemi. “We’re 
actually a little worried about that 
show,” confesses Defeat lead singer Sid 
Estay. “There hasn't been a rock show 
in Gibbons for a long time, so the 
town’s concerned and the RCMP are 
involved and...” Estay’s voice trails off 
amidst visions of Roger Corman B- 
movie rock ‘n’ roll mayhem devastating 
the rural calm of Gibbons, Alberta. 

His tone picks up again as he 
moves on to Saturday's show at the 
New City Likwid Lounge. “[New City 
booker, Green Pepper Records maestro 
and Maybellines member] Brent Oliver 
is going to record the show and we'll 
also have a film crew on hand getting 
shots for our upcoming video,” enthus- 








es Estay. 

Defeat's performance at New City 
is part of a burst of activity by the 
group that began a few months ago at 
Big Records. “We did some recording 
there with Jason Borys,” Estay says. 
The band’s plan was to take their 
handful of completed songs and gath- 
er them onto an EP, but then they 
decided to do a full-length CD instead. 
Accordingly, the group approached 
Oliver, who agreed to record Satur- 
day's show. The hope is that enough 
suitable live selections will emerge 
from the concert so that, paired with 
the existing studio tracks, they'll make 
a full-length CD that Green Pepper 
Records could then release. 

The film cameras (manned by vol- 
unteers from the Edmonton Small Press 
Association) that will be floating 
around the gig will be catching some 
magic visual moments that might sur- 
face in a future Defeat video. And 
everyone who attends the show is also 
being asked to sign a guest book. “It 
will be at the front door of the show,” 
explains Estay, “and everyone who 
signs will be thanked on the CD.” 

Anyone who hasn't heard the band 
in a while will be struck by how 
Defeat’s sound has begun to diversify. 
“I'm calling it somewhere between 
Sublime and Sugar Ray,” laughs Estay. 
He goes on to explain that Defeat have 
moved from “playing really heavy stuff 
to bringing in elements of everything 
from reggae to jazz into the mix. Of 
course, we do it all with our trademark 
hard edge.” 

Joining Estay, guitarist Terry 
Palmer, bassist James Palmer and 
drummer Lee Olchoway on stage is 
Dj) Grubbe. “We're influenced by a lot 
of hip-hop lately,” Estay says, “so 
Grubbe is our on-call DJ who gives us 
that side of the mix.” Grubbe, howev- 
er, isn’t able to make a full-time com- 
mitment to Defeat. That may be cue 


more entertainment 


more often 


Shannon 
Tyler 


for any enterprising Djs looking to 
hook up with a group to check out 
Defeat during their big weekend. The 
skills of a top turntablist are needed in 
order for Defeat to continue its musi- 
cal evolution. 


Rage against the Moneen 





Moneen * New City Likwid Lounge: 
Thu, Jan 27 * Eastwood Hall: Fri, Jan 
28 “We're a new band, but good 
things are happening.” That’s how 
singer-guitarist Kenny Bridges sums up 
Moneen’s career to date. 

The Brampton, Ontario four-piece 
measures their band’s history in 
months, not years: they formed in June 
of 1999. Bridges and bassist Mark 
Bowser were longtime friends who 
started Moneen when earlier groups 
fell apart. “Chris [Hughes, vocalist and 
guitarist] had lived across the street 
from me since we were kids,” says 
Bridges. The final piece of the puzzle 
for the band was drummer Peter 
Krpan. “| was working in a music store 
and he came in,” Bridges recalls. “We 
started talking about vintage instru- 
ments and we hit it off, so | threw pro- 
fessional decorum to the wind and 
asked him to join my band.” Krpan 
said yes and Moneen was born. 

The band wasted little time in get- 
ting down to business, Moneen 
recorded a four-song EP, Small Chairs 
for the Early 1900s, which was issued 
by Ontario indie label Hornby Records 
last fall. “The EP layout is old pictures 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


Thursday 


Jan. 27—Jordan Cook and 
the Blues Boys at Blues on 
Whyte ¢ Brett Miles Trio at 
Four Rooms Restaurant ¢ Clear 
Isabel at Hard Rock Café « 
Hidden Agenda at King’s 
Knight Pub « Latino Blue at La 
Habana * Mark McGarrigle at 
Lion’s Head Pub * Moneen, 
The Last Deal at New City Lik- 
wid Lounge * Cove at 
O'Byrne’s * Dire Straits Trib- 
ute at Red’s * Chuck Bel- 
huimer at Sherlock Holmes 
Capilano * Tim Becker at 
Sherlock Holmes Downtown * 
Tony Dizon at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM ¢ The Brothers 
Creeggan at Sidetrack Café « 
Wacko Jacko and the 
Destroyers at Urban Lounge 


. 
Friday 
Jan. 28—Jordan Cook and 
the Blues Boys at Blues on 
Whyte » Hot Cottage at City 
Media Club * Dale Ladouceur, 
Bissett and Watt at Expres- 
sionz Café * Defeat, Phork, 
Hemi at Gibbons Community 
Hall * Mustard Smile at High- 
run Club ¢ Septimus at Iron 
Knight Pub ¢ Billy Joe Green's 
Band at }.|.’s Pub * Sideshow 
Bob at King’s Knight Pub * Los 
Caminantes at La Habana * 


Mark McGarrigle at Lion’s 
Head Pub « Tony Poirier at 
Nicholby’s * Chuck Belhuimer 
at Sherlock Holmes Capilano * 
Tim Becker at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown ¢ Derek 
Sigurdson at Sherlock Holmes 
on Whyte * Tony Dizon at 
Sherlock Holmes WEM « The 
Fabulous Jump Daddies at 
Sidetrack Café * The Late 
Great at Sugarbowl Café « 
Crush at Urban Lounge ° Big 
Rock Pipe Band at Winspear 
Centre * Jim Head Band at 
Yardbird Suite * Dave Bab- 
cock Trio at Zenari’s on 1st 


Saturday 


Jan, 29—Sugarbush at 
Belmead Hall The Sic Trio at 
Black Dog * Jordan Cook and 
the Blues Boys at Blues on 
Whyte * Turtle Crossing at 
Chapters WEM » Old Reliable 
at City Media Club * Mustard 
Smile at Highrun Club « Billy 
Joe Green's Band at }.}.’s Pub 
* Sideshow Bob at King’s 
Knight Pub * Los Caminantes 
at La Habana * Mark McGar- 
rigle at Lion’s Head Pub 
Defeat, Triphammer at New 
City Likwid Lounge * Tony 
Poirier at Nicholby’s « 
Edmonton Vocal Minority, 
Tilo Paiz and His Latino Blues 
Band at Provincial Museum * 


Mike McDonald Band, 
National Dust at Rebar « Fear 
of Drinking at Riverdale Hall « 
Tim Becker at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown « Derek 
Sigurdson at Sherlock Holmes 
on Whyte * Tony Dizon at 
Sherlock Holmes WEM ¢ The 
Dino Martinis at Sidetrack 
Café ¢ Crush at Urban Lounge 
* Tommy Banks Big Band at 
Winspear Centre * Frode Gjer- 
stad Trio at Yardbird Suite 


Sunday 


Jan. 30—Phoenix, Chunk at 
Billy Budd’s * Cold Feet at 
Blues on Whyte * Gravel Road 
at Cappuccino Affair * Duane 
Steele, Danny Hooper, Brett 
Barrow, Chad Klinger, Eli 
Barsi at Cook County Saloon 


Monday 


Jan. 31—Blues 4 a Living at 
Blues on Whyte * Tony Dizon 
at Lion’s Head Pub « Tim 
Becker at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM 


Tuesday 


Feb. 1—Blues 4 a Living at 
Blues on Whyte * Tony Dizon 
at Lion’s Head Pub * Mark 
McGarrigle at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown * Chuck 


Belhuimer at Sherlock 
Holmes on Whyte Tim Beck- 
er at Sherlock Holmes WEM 


Wednesday 


Feb, 2—Blues 4 a Living at 
Blues on Whyte * Tony Dizon 
at Lion’s Head Pub * Swamp 
Flowers at New City Likwid 
Lounge * Mark McGarrigle at 
Sherlock Holmes Downtown 
Chuck Belhuimer at Sherlock 
Holmes on Whyte ¢ Tim Beck- 
er at Sherlock Holmes WEM ¢ 
The Skydiggers at Sidetrack 
Café 


Thursday 


Feb. 3—Blues 4 a Living at 
Blues on Whyte * Evans and 
Doherty at Horizon Stage « 
Tony Dizon at Lion’s Head 
Pub ¢ My Pet Alien, The 
Robots Choir and Marching 
Band at New City Likwid 
Lounge * Northwest Passage 
at O’Byrne’s ¢ Chuck Bel- 
huimer at Sherlock Holmes 
Capilano * Mark McGarrigle 
at Sherlock Holmes Downtown 
* Tim Becker at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM ®* The Skydig- 
gers at Sidetrack Café « 
Orchestria Energia at Urban 
Lounge * Momentum, Sic 
Trio, Jabberwocky at Yardbird 
Suite 
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of my family,” says Bridges. “When | 
was collecting the photos, one of my 
uncles explained to me how things 
like doorways and furniture were 
smaller a hundred years ago because 
people were smaller.” The EP title 
flowed out of that conversation. 
“Although,” Bridges adds with a 
laugh, “it didn’t occur to me how the 
title and the graphics related to each 
other until after | finished them.” 

Momentary lapses of reason aside, 
Moneen are now making their way 
across Canada for the first time, and 
they're loving every minute of it. “We 
played a couple of big rooms in Win- 
nipeg that | never expected we'd do, 
being this new,” enthuses Bridges. 

Bridges has also been forced to 
answer many an odd question about 
the group’s name, “It’s a funny story,” 
he laughs. “My girlfriend Lisa was living 
with a roommate named Moneen Nai- 
smith. | used to threaten her all the 
time that I'd name my next band after 
her in order to destroy her identity.” Ha 
ha. When the name-the-band meeting 
was held, no one could come up with 
a better moniker, so Moneen it was. 
“When we sent her the first T-shirt, she 
was surprised,” Bridges admits. The 
joke has taken on a life of its own. “Our 
new T-shirt has the word ‘Moneen’ on 
it and then, in French, it says, ‘That was 
the last anyone heard of Ms. Nai- 
smith,’” chuckles Bridges. Remember, 
lads, no one sues until after you’ve 
become big stars, 

Moneen will bring its aggressive 
but melodic pop to Edmonton for the 
first time this weekend. “! call our stuff 
a fusion of happy rock with kick-some- 
one-in-the-face stuff,” deadpans 
Bridges. 

Bassist Mark Bowser won’t be 
onstage with his bandmates, however. 
“He processes DNA for a living,” 
explains Bridges, “and he couldn’t get 
any time off to tour.” Apparently, the 
winter months are high season for 
DNA processors, so a gentleman 
named Eric Hughes (no relation to gui- 
tarist Chris Hughes) is filling in. 

If Moneen’s fortune holds, their 
Edmonton shows will be as solid as the 
dates the band played in Winnipeg. 
After all, when good things happen, 
they usually come in pairs. 


Cottage industry 


Hot Cottage * City Media Club « Fri, 
Jan 28 Q: Who's playing the second 
last gig at the City Media Club? A: Hot 
Cottage. 

Appropriately, one of Edmonton’s 
most venerable bands will help close 
out one of Edmonton's venerable 
Clubs. “It’s sad,” sighs Hot Cottage 
bassist Brian Koehli, “because it was 
about the only place around you could 
play whenever you wanted.” 

Even though the gentlemen of 
Hot Cottage will wear some long faces 
when they troop onto the Media Club 
stage for the final time, they still plan 
on delivering their usual crackerjack 
set of blues and R&B. “We'll have Ken 


Ath 


CELEGRATING ITS 
TH ANNIVERSARY 
as Edmonton's Finest Latin Experience! 


Hoffman and Don Berner joining us 
on the twenty-eight,” reveals Koehli. 
The two saxophonists are normally 
part of the horn section of the Craft 
but, as Koehli says, “They like to play 
with us. We like to have all the horns 
join us, but it’s tough to find gigs that 
can pay eight guys.” Two is still better 
than none, though, and the horns 
add another dimension to the Hot 
Cottage sound. 

Devotees of the band have been 
anxiously awaiting the release of their 
highly-touted CD. Have patience, peo- 
ple—it’s coming. “Unfortunately, every- 
one has lives,” says Koehli 
apologetically, “so it isn’t done yet.” He 
says the band will have assembled 
enough material to have a disc in 
stores by the end of the summer. 

Whenever the disc surfaces, it will 
include material from the band’s regu- 
lar Friday evening rehearsal/jam/ 
recording session in drummer Lindsey 
Umrysh’s basement studio. “We might 
also put some live stuff on it from the 
Hovel reunion gig we did that was 
recorded by CKUA,” Koehti says. The 
studio material will consist entirely of 
original compositions, so aficionados of 
the band probably won’t mind waiting 
a few more months. Or will they? “Lis- 
ten,” laughs Koehli, “we're as anxious 
as anyone is to see it released.” 

In the meantime, Hot Cottage will 
add to their long list of Edmonton 
musical accomplishments by being 
the City Media Club's penultimate 
band. “It appears the musicians are 
going to miss it more than the 
patrons,” Koehli observes sadly. It is, 
after all, the lack of the latter that 
brought the club to an end. 


One more argument 
against VLTs 


Tony Poirier * Nicholby’s ¢ Fri, Jan 
28 Do VLTs herald the end of Alberta 
civilization as we know it? Or are 
they part of an individual’s God-given 
right to seek entertainment when 
and how’they please? Tony Poirier 
offers the musician’s perspective on 
the issue: “Ever since VLTs arrived,” 
he says, “they've killed half the 
lounges that used to feature live 
music.” Poirier knows whereof he 
speaks; he’s been performing in 
lounges for 15 years, and he’ll be 
doing so again this Friday at Nichol- 
by’s, a west-end bistro that recently 
added live music to its menu. 

Poirier jumped into music at a 
young age. “I’ve still got a tape of my 
junior high school band that was done 
at Homestead Recorders,” he says 
proudly. Poirier moved through a series 
of high school bands before graduating 
into the big, wide music world. 

“was the guy who started Cannon 
Annie,” says the singer-guitarist, refer- 
ring to one of Edmonton’s great rock 
hopes of the 1980s. “As we got seri- 
ous, there were some personnel 
changes,” he explains, “and it wound 
up that | didn’t get along with anyone 
in the band.” 

One day, Poirier walked into a 
Sherlock Holmes pub and gave the 
musician playing there a listen. “I was 
impressed by what he was doing on his 
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own,” confesses Poirier “and when he 
told me how much he made | said, 
‘That's it. I’m going solo.’” 

For the last decade and a half Tony 
Poirier has been a fixture on the local 
lounge scene, playing a mixture of clas- 
sic rock and what he calls “singalong 
stuff.” “When it’s time to get the 
crowd going, | pull out the hokey Irish 
songs,” he says with a laugh. He always 
features an original song or two in his 
sets, as well, but financial considera- 
tions have prevented him from preserv- 
ing any of them on a disc. 

As long as VLT machines hold 
sway over many of the city's lounges 
that funding shortfall won’t change 
“It sure hasn’t been easy earning a liv- 
ing as a musician lately,” says Poirier 
with a sigh. 


My heart belongs 
to Daddies 








The Jump Daddies * Sidetrack Cafe 
¢ Fri, Jan 28 Keyboardist Wynn Gogol 
is honest about what the rise and fall 
of swing meant to Calgary’s Jump 
Daddies, who make their first Edmon- 
ton appearance at the Sidetrack this 
Friday. “It gave us an opportunity to 
make a CD in a style of music we all 
love,” he says. 

The swing revival has meant fat 
times for the Jump Daddies (Gogol, 
vocalist Rich Pollack, bassist Josh 
Flint, drummer Rob Vulich and gui- 
tarist Tim Jokela) in the year and a 
half since, their formation. “We’re 
more of a jump blues band that’s 
headed in an edgy funk direction,” 
clarifies Gogol, but they were swept 
up in the neo-swing tide all the 
same. That's fine by the Jump Dad- 
dies, who have kept busy the last 18 
months with numerous gigs around 
Calgary and as far afield as Saskatoon 
and Winnipeg. 

The group’s debut CD, The Fabu- 
lous Jump Daddies, was released last fall 
in Calgary. “We're working on doing 
an official Edmonton release party at 
the Sidetrack,” reveals Gogol. He pegs 
March as the likely month if everything 
can be scheduled. 

In the meantime, swing’s rapid 
decline as the trend du jour doesn’t 
frighten this band. “We want to start 
playing live over hip-hop loops,” says 
Gogol, “and move our music in a more 
hard-hitting, edgy and dark direction.” 
Gogol isn’t sure how much of that sty- 
listic evolution will surface at the band’s 
Sidetrack Café gig. For now, it still 
don’t mean a thing to the Jump Dad- 
dies if it ain’t got that swing. O 





DANCE MUSIC: salsa, Swing, Cha-Cha-Cha,| 
Tango, Bachata & Merengue House | 


DJ JOSE JOSE 
~ Thursday, Jan. 27: _ 
Live Latino Band 


Fri. & Sat., Jan 28 & 29: 
Los Caminantes 


No before 9 « 
Prizes & Gueaways erty Fay & Saturday | 











The Last Ever 
’S RETRO PARTY 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 5th 


Has sex become a big f*cking bore? You need an injection of 


Tough Lovell 


LYDIA 


. 


5 Ys ee 


YE WORLD OF If 


THE THRILL OF VICTORY 
| THE AGONY OF DEFKAT 











E WEEKLY. * JANUARY 27 = FEBRUARY: 2, 2000 








Y ive 


dinner 


_ drinks 
pe 

Si Fridays 

i downtown 8 'til midnight* 






jan 28 .. dave babcock 


* a minimum charge 
will apply 


WWwW.zenaris.com 


NIVIVW/2Z2000 is pleased to announce 


the dates for Vancouver's annual festival 


Sat i geet 


CALL FOR TAPES _ 


DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 29, 


Phone (604) 684-9338 ¢ fax (604) 684-9337 
write NMIVIWV2000, 1376 Seymour Street, 
Vancouver, BC Canada V6B 3P32 


ene Gun== erg 
W/W. NEWIMUSICWESE.COMD oro ges. 








|s Gilbert and Sullivan actually cool again? After all, Topsy Tu 


, (Mike Leigh's 


account of the original production of The Mikado was one of the most acclaimed 
films of 1999; and now, Edmonton Opera has mounted a lavish production of 


their timeless classic 
The Pirates of 
Penzance. (it 

plays January 29, 
February 1 and 
February 3 at 
Jubilee 
Auditorium.) 

Well, G&S's lyri- 
cally devious 
songs and wild, 
even “topsy- 
turvy" plots 

might never be 
cool, exactly, but * 
they've certainly 
never gone out of 
style. 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or e-mail 
listings@vule.ab.ca. Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 
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A lternative 


THE ATTIC BAR AND LOUNGE 1 (0407-82 
Ave., 433-1969. *Every MON Open Stage host- 
ed by Skid Daddy. THU: Student Night. 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Cipstais) a2 
Whyte Ave., 436-4418, *Every TUE: 9-12 pm: 
Noise pollution w/Djs Cletus and Torso playing 
industrial, ambient, etc 


BELMEAD HALL 9109-182 St. SAT 29 
Sugarbush. 


GIBBONS COMMUNITY HALL FRI 28 (8 
pm): Music City Records Present: Defeat, Phork, 
Hemi-all ages show. TIX: $6 @ door. 


MICKEY FINN’S 2nd FI., 10511A-82 Ave., 
439-9852. Every SUN: Open Stage hosted by 
Everett LaRoi. *Every TUE: Name That Tune. 
*Every WED: Trivia Night 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10161/57-112 
St., 413-4578. LIKWID LOUNGE: THU 27(9 
pm): Moneen, the Last Deal. SAT 29 (9 pm) 
Defeat-recording session, Triphammer. WED 2 
Swamp Flowers. THU 3: My Pet Alien-CD 
release party, the Robots Choir & Marching 
Band. SAT 5: Archer Prewitt & D| Sam Prekop, 
Parkade. TIX: $8 adv. @ Blackbyrd Myoozic 
$10 @ door. 


REBAR 10551-82 Ave., 433- 3600. *Every 
SUN: (downstairs) DJ Big DaDa, scary music 
from the dark side. *Every SUN; (downstairs): 
Dj Big Dada. SAT 29: Mike McDonald Band, 
National Dust. SAT 5: Downway, Belvedere. 


REGAL BAR AND CAFE 10025 Jasper Ave., 
990-1212. www.mildandhoney.ab.ca/other- 
world. *Every SAT night live music. 


REV 10030-102 St., 423-7820. SAT 5: 80's 
Retro Party. FRI 4; Nickelback. 


Blues & roots 


BLACK DOG 10425-82 Ave., 439-1082 
Every SAT (3-6 pm): Hair of the Dog. SAT 29: 
ihe Sic Trio, SAT 5: Cory Danyluk. no cover. 


BLUES ON WHYTE 1329-82 Ave., 439- 
5058. *Every SAT aft: Blues Jam. THU 27-SAT 
29: Jordan Cook & the Blues Boys. SUN 30: 
Cold Feet. MON 31-SAT 5: Blues 4 A Living. 


CALIENTE LATIN CLUB 10815 Jasper Ave., 
Mayfair Hotel, 425-0850. *Every THU (8:30 
pm): Free dancing lessons and Dance Party. 
*Every SUN (7-11 pm): Open Jam with Tilo 
Paiz 


CAPPUCCINO AFFAIR 9 Siox Rd_, Sherwood 
Park. SUN 30 (7:30-10:30 pm): Gravel Road: 
Bill Werthman & Terry Nadasdi-folk music 


CHAPTERS WEM. SAT 29 (7-9 pm): Turtle 
Crossing 


CITY MEDIA CLUB 6005-103 St., 433-5183, 
Calgary Tr, N., downstairs. FRI 28(8:30 pm): 
Hot Cottage-old folk’s boogie. TIX: $10 quests, 
$8 City Media Club Members. SAT 29(9:30 
pm): did Reliable-country rock, TIX: $6 adv @ 
Blackbyrd Myoozik, $7 door/quests. 


CLUB CAR LOUNGE 11948-127 Ave., 453- 
1995. *Every SUN (2-7 pm): the KGB hosting 
the Traffic Jam Sessions. 

CLUB MACARENA 10816-95 St., 425-5338. 
*Every SUN: Jammin’ & Madness (Open Jam), 
DEVLIN’S 10507-82 Ave., 437-7489. *Every 
MON (8:30 pm) Bubba. Funky jazz, groove 
abstract. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET & MEETING 
PLACE 9142-118 Ave., 471-9125. FRI 28: Dale 
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Ladouceur, Bissett & Watt. SAT 29: Open Stage 
with Randall Walsh. FRI 4: Al Brant, Bissett & 
Watt. SAT 5: Open Stage with Randall Walsh: 


FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St., 439-9788, 
461-1358. *Every MON (7:30 pm): Country 
Classic Jam Session & Open Stage. *Every WED 
(7:30 pm); peas Jam session. *Every THU 
(7:30 pm); Old Time Fiddle Jam Session. 


FOX & HOUNDS PUB 10125-109 St. 423- 
2913, *Every FRI: Open Stage. FRI 4: Chunk 


FULL MOON FOLK CLUB Riverdale Hall, 
9231-100 Ave., SAT 29: Fear af Drinking. TIX 
$13 adv, @ Tix on the Square, South Side 
Sound, $15 @ door. 


GREAT CANADIAN BAGEL 8623-112 St., 
434- 0460. *Every SUN: Acoustic Open Stage, 
hosted by Paul Levens (7:30-11:00 pm) 


THE HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave., 440-2233 
*Lvery TUES Music Trivia. FRI 28-SAT 29 
Mustard Smile. SUN 30: Super Bowl Party. 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd., 962- 
8995. THU 3 (7:30 pm): Evans & Doherty- 
singer-songwriters. TIX: $17.50 adult, $15 stu- 
dent/senior. 


HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH 9009-163 
St. SUN 6 (3-4:30 pm): Music & Musings 
series; CIFRA-Hungarian folk ensemble 


LA HABANA 10238-104 St., 424-5939 
Every WED: Latin Dance Lessons. *Every THU: 
Dance Party. THU 27: Live: Latino Blue. FRI 28. 
SAT 29: Los Caminantes 


J.J.'S PUB 13160-118 Ave., 451-9180. FRI 28- 


SAT 29: Billy Joe Green's Band-blues/light rock 
no cover. 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 451-8000. SAT 5 
Paul Brandt, the Wilkinsons. TIX: $29.50. 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave., 433-2599 
*Every THU: Thursday Nite Red, White & New: 
local bands, THU 27: Hidden Agenda. FRI 28- 
SAT 29: Side Show Bob. 


LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL Behind Telus Field, 


429-3624. Every WED (8 pm): Open Stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg. 


MUDDY WATERS 8211-111 St., 433-4390. 
*Every SUN (3-6 pm): Open stage hosted by 
Jose Oiseau 


NICHOLBY’S 11062-156 St., 448-2255. FRI 
28-SAT 29(9 pm): Tony Poirier, No cover. 


NORTHERN BLUEGRASS CIRCLE MUSIC 
SOCIETY Pleasantview Community Hall, 
10860-57 Ave., 458-9102. *Every WED night 
(7-11 pm): Bluegrass jam. TIX; $2 cover. 
O'BYRNE’S 10616 Whyte Ave., 414-6766. 
Every TUE: Traditional Irish music by Maria 
Dunn, Shannon johnson and friends, no cover. 
THU 27(9:30pm): Cove. THU 3 (9:30 pm): 
Northwest Passage. no cover. 

PHATZ RESTAURANT 1(0331-82 Ave. *Every 
MON: Live Monday Nights with live music 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM Alberta Theatre, 470- 


2038. SAT 29 (8 pm): Edmonton Vocal 
Minority, Tilo Paiz and his Latino Blues Band 
TIX @ Clea’s Books, Orlando Books, The Front 
Page, Pride Video. 


PUCK’S SPORTS BAR 11845 Capilano Dr., 
471-1231, Every FRI & SAT; Blues night 


RAZZELLBERRIES 10040-104 St. FRI 4 (8 
on) Friday Night Folk: Breezy Brian Gregg 
IX: $2. 


SECOND CUP 8906-149 St. FRI 28 (8-11 pm) 
Turtle Crossing-original roots. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St, 421-1326 
*Every SUN: Variety Night: Atomic, THU 27: 
the Brothers Creeqgan. FRI 28: Fabulous Jump 
Daddies, SAT 29: the Dino Martinis. SAT 30: All 
New Variety Night. MON 31: New Music 
Mondays: all ages licenced show, WED 2-THU 
3: the Bice Pat FRI 4: Feeding Like 
Butterflies. SUN 6: All New Variety Night. 


SUGARBOWL CAFE & BAR 10922-88 Ave., 
433-8369. FRI 28 (10 pm): the Late Great. $2. 





UPTOWN FOLK CLUB Queen Mary Hall, 
10844-117 St., 463-3957. FRI 28 (7-7:30 musi- 
cian alonuny Open Stage hosted by Maynard 
(Mr. Chill). TIX: Free-members, $3 non-mem- 
bers. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 420-1757. FRI 28 (8 
pm): Big Rock Pipe Band Traditions: An ae 
of traditional music of England, Wales, Scotlan 
and Ireland. TIX: $20. 


ZDOROVYA UKRAINIAN PUB {01 St, 
Kingsway Ave,, 421-8928. SAT 29; Name that 
Tune. 


Classica 


THE ALBERTA BAROQUE ENSEMBLE 
Robertson-Wesley United Church, 10209-123 
St., 467-6531. SUN 30 (3 pm): VIVA VOCE, 
TIX: $20 adult, $15 student/senior, $5 kids 
under 12. TIX @ the Gramophone or @ the 
door. 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A., 420-1756. FRI 
28 (8 pm): Music at Convocation Hall Series. 


EDMONTON OPERA jubilee Auditorium, 451- 
8000. SAT 29 (8 pm), TUE 1 (7:30 pm): THU 3 
(7:30 pm): The Pirates of Penzance, by William 
Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan. Sung in English. 
TIX: $19-$78. Student discounts on Tues & 
Thurs. 


EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Winspear Centre, 428-1414. SUN 6 (2pm); 
Symphony on Sundays: Auroras; World 
Premiere of McPherson's Walk in Beauty. john 
McPherson-trombone. 


EDMONTON VOCAL MINORITY Provincial 
Museum of Alberta Theatre, 12845-102 Ave., 
479-2038. SAT 29 (8 pm): New Year New 
Century Party, TIX: $10 reg, $15 @ door, $5 
under 16, $25 family (2 adults, 1 kid). TIX @ 
Clea‘s Books, Orlando Books, The Front Page, 
Pride Video, EVM Members, 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH Banquet 
Hall, 101 St, one Bik. S. of Jasper Ave., 468- 
4964. SUN 30 (2 pm): Prosper Place Club 
House, Stars and Strings 2000. WED 2 (MUSIC 
WEDNESDAYS AT NOON, 12:10-12:50): 
Marcus Wasnea-classical guitar. 


U OFA Fine Arts Bidg., 1-29, 436-5871. FRI 4 
(7 pm): Nuova Masterclass Workshop Series - 
Singers and Pianists are you listening? Alexandra 
Munn. TIX: $8, $5 students @ door. Pass for 
series $65, $35 students, $20 participants-work 
for 20 mins with Masterclass clinician, 


VIVACE St. George’s Anglican Church, 11733- 
87 Ave,, 439-2527. SAT 5 (8pm): 20th Century 
Retrospective-solos, trios, quartets of our time 
TIX: $10, $7 students/seniors 


WEST END CHRISTIAN REFORMED 
CHURCH 10015-149 St., 454-3452. FRI 4 (8 
pm): Trobairitz-Ensemble for Medieval Music 
with the Liturgical Dance Ensemble. TIX: $10 @ 
door. Proceeds go to the Honduras House 
Building Project. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 428-1414. THU 27 (8 
pm): Chopin Gala-Benefit Recital: jon Kimura 
Parker-paino, in memory of the late Marek 

Jablonski . TIX: $20, $35, $50 with reception 


C lub nights 


1001 NIGHTS 10018-105 St., 448-1001 
Every FRI-SAT: R&B, Hip Hop, Retro with D} 
Tech. 


BARRY T'S GRAND CENTRAL STATION 
6111-107 St. eEvery WED & FRI: Ladies Nite 
*Every SAT: Dj Clay & Dj Damien. 


BOILERS DANCE PUB 1(220-103 St., 
425-4767, 440-6062. *Every MON: Industry 
Night. *Every TUE: Rave Night. *Every FRI: 
Male Dancer/Ladies Night. *Every SAT: 80's 
Dance Night 


BUDDYS DANCE PUB 10112-124 St., 488- 
6636. *Every SUN karaoke. *Every SAT aft. Pool 
Tournaments. *Every TUES Buddys Dance Pub. 


CLUB K2 12345-118 Ave., 454- 5396. *E- 
Towns hottest club. avery FRI-SAT: Top 40, 
house-D| TEK. *Every WED: Top 40, house, 
Oldskewl-D] Jiggs. *Every MON: Rock Fest-D] 
Jake. 

CLUB 2000 10812 Kingsway Ave., 479- 4266. 
Top 40, dance, techno. *Every TUE: Ladies 
Night. *Every THU: Game Night. 

THE COCKTAIL CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail S., 
490-1188. Every FRI: T.G.1.F. Girls Night Out, 
GALILEO CLUB/RESTAURANT SPORTS BAR 
10108-149 St., 414-6896. *Every THU: R&B, 
hip hop, and old school. *Every FRI: Hi NRG 
new groove with jason L.P. eEvery SUN: Dj. 
GALLERY LOUNGE Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 
Ave., 484-0821. *Every THU-SAT: Dan Daniels 
plays sounds from the ‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s. 


GREENHOUSE 13103 Fort Rd., 472-9898. 
*Every WED: Chris Knight from Power 92. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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*Every THU: Ladies Night 


IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING HOLE 
8101-103 St., 438-1907. *Every SUN: live 
music, full menu until close. 


KEEGAN’S FAMILY RESTAURANT & NIGHT- 
CLUB 3458-99 St., 435-4065. Brand new 
25,000 light and sound system featuring O) 
Jerett, Top 40/Classic Rock. Enter to win a car 
every THU in Jan. FRI 14 & 28: Bear Den 
Parties 


ORLANDO'S LOUNGE 15163-121 St., 457- 
1195. *Every WED & SUN: Karaoke nights 
THU nights — FREE pool! 


PLATINUM NIGHT CLUB 10018-105 St., 
423-4435, *Every WED Sin Night. *£very THU 
Dance music, Hip Hop, R&B, Reggae 
Platinum Fridays. *Every SAT: Ruppie Sound 
Machine-no cover. 


RED’S WEM, 487-2066. *Every FRI: Dance 
Party, hosts Kenny-K. *Every SAT (10 pm): Red's 
Rebels then Dj Kenny K, Every SUN: Hypno 
Sundays, dance party after show. *Every TUE 
Toonie Tuesday. THU 27: the Ultimate Live 
Tribute to Dire Straits. TIX: $3 adv., $5 day of 


THE ROOST Private Members’ Club, 
10345-104 St., 426-3150. *Every SUN: Dj Jazz, 
the Recovery Shows. *Every MON: D] Jazz 
*Fvery WED: Dj Balance. eEvery THU: Dj Da 
Da Ascension. *Every FRI: Down-D] Weena 
Love; Up-D} XTC, *Every SAT: Down-D}. Hill & 
Guest; Up-D} Code Red.*Every SAT: Up-D} 
Code Red. Weekends: Down-Retor; Up-House 
Progressive. 


SENOR FROG’S 10045-109 St., 429-FROG 
(3764). *Every FRI: Lady's Night. *Every SUN: 
Industry Night 


SMOK’'N JOES 615 Hermitage Rd., 476-6122. 
*WED: Retronite. *THU: Ladies nite. *FRI; Stop 
watch nite. «SAT: Cash giveaway. *SUN 
Industry Nite. 


THUNDERDOME 9920 Argyll Road., 433- 
DOME. eEvery THU: Ladies Night. Every FRI: 
Millennium Fridays. *tvery SAT: Rocks. *Every 
TUES: Schizophrenia 100% Dance 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 439-3388. 
*Every FRI & SAT: serious live music (9 pm) 
*Closed every SUN. THU 27: Wacko Jacko & 
the Destroyers. FRI 28-SAT 29: Crush. WED 2 
Fatmans Belly Hosts Adopt-a-band w? one-900. 
THU 3: Orchestria Energia-Latin band. FRI 4- 
SAT 5: Hurricane Jane 


ountry 


COOK COUNTY SALOON 8010-103 St. 432- 
COOK. SUN 30: Super Bowl Jam: Duane Steele, 
Danny Hooper, Brett Barrow, Chad Klinger, Eli- 
Barsi. 

DRAKE HOTEL 3945-118 Ave., 479-3929. 
*Every FRI-SAT & Every SUN aft: Second 
Chance Band 


LONGRIDERS SALOON 11733-78 St., 479- 
7400. *Every SAT (3 pm) 4th Annual National 
Singing Contest, until Feb. 26 

NASHVILLE'S ELECTRIC ROADHOUSE Phase 
II WEM, 483-3289. *Every THU: Ladies’ Night. 
ONE EYED JACKS PUB & GRUB 1 3042-50 St. 
*Every FRI-SAT live music. 

WILD WEST 12912-50 St., 476-3388. *Every 
WED & THU (7:30-9:30 pm): free dancing les- 
sons *Every SAT aft. (4:30-7 pm): Jam. 


dZZ 


CROWNE PLAZA Crowne Plaza, 10111 
Bellamy Hill, 428-6611. LA RONDE Top 40, 
dine & dance. *Every THU (7:30-11 pm): John 
Fisher. ¢Every FRI & SAT (8-11:30 pm): John 


‘sports & billiards 


Pe, 


Eo 


Fisher & Christine BECQ. 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT *fvery THU 
night jazz, 9pm-midnight, no cover. THU 27 
the Brett Miles Trio-vocals & Sax. 


IRON BRIDGE 12520-102 Ave., 482-5620. 
Every SAT (1 2-3 pm): Live Jazz Brunch. 


PHATZ LOUNGE 10331-82 Ave., 413-0930. 
*Every MON: Fina Estamp 


ROSE & CROWN Sheraton Grande Hotel, 101 
St. & 103 Ave., 441-3036. *Every TUE-SAT (9 
om-1 am): Lyle Hobbs. *Every SAT (7-10 pm) 
five jazz in Central Park Lounge 


TOKYO NOODLE SHOP 430-0838. Live 
soul/jazz every WED, shows at 8, 9 & 10 pm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 428-1414. #428-1414 
SAT 29: Duke Ellington's Take The “A” Train 
Benefit for the Victoria Schoo! Foundation for 
the Arts and the Edmonton Concert Hall 
Foundation: The Tommy Banks’ Big Band. TIX 
$25, $55. Post-concert reception and prime 
seating $95. 


YARDBIRD SUITE 11 Tommy Banks Way, 103 
St., 86 Ave., 432-0428. *Every TUE: Jam 
Sessions, jazz & Blues. TIX: $2. FRI 28(8 pm 
doors): jim Head Band. TIX: $5 members $9 
quests. SAT 29(8 pm doors): Frode Gjerstad 
Trio. TIX: $11 members, $15 guests, THU 
3(8:30 pm doors); Momentum: (sic) Trio, 
Jabberwocky. TIX: $5. FRI 4(8 pm doors) 
Bomba. TIX: $5 members, $9 quests. SAT 5(8 
m doors); Don Berner Quintet. TIX: $5 mem- 
pers, $9 quests 


ZENARI’S ON 1ST 10117-101 St 
FRI 28: Dave Babcock Trio. 


425-6151 


iano bars 


THE AMIGO RESTAURANT 11607 jasper Ave 
Every FRI & SAT (7-9 pm), evenings with Lise 
Villeneuve 


CAFE AMANDINE 8523-91 St. ¢Every FRI & 
SAT (6-11 pm): Andre 


LION’S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 
Calgary Trail §., 431-5815. THU 27-SAT 29 
Mark McGarrigle. MON 31-SAT 5: Tony Dizon 


LONDON BRIDGE PUB & EATERY 7704-104 
St., Calgary Trail S., 431-1748. THU 27-SAT 29 
A.J, No cover. THU 3-SAT 5 (9 pm): A.J. no 
cover. 


ROSE & CROWN Sheraton Grande Edmonton 
Hotel, 10235-101 St., 441-3036. *Every SAT (7 
10) live jazz in Central Park Lounge 


SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO Capilano 
Mall, 5004-98 Ave., 463-7788. THU 27-FRI 28 
Chuck Belhuimer. SAT 29: Music Trivia. THU 3- 
FRI 4: Chuck Bellmimer. SAT 5: Music Trivia 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN 1001 2- 
101A Ave., 426-7784. THU 27-SAT 29: :Tim 
Becker. TUE 1-SAT 5: Mark Magarigle 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM 444-1752. *Every 
SUN: Newfie Night with Spirit of the Atlantic 
THU 27-SAT 29: Tony Dizon. SAT 29: Music 
Trivia. MON 31-SAT 5: Tim Becker. SAT 5(3-6 
pm): Music Trivia. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 10341-82 
Ave., 433-9676. *Every THU: Celtic night 
*Every SUN: Karaoke. THU 27: Celtic Night. FRI 
28-SAT 29: Derek Sigurdson. TUE 1-WED 2 
Chuck Belhuimer. THU 3: Celtic Night. FRI 4- 
SAT 5: Duff Robison 


op & rock 


BETTER BE ROCK 8216-175 St. Every SAT 
Live Jam. *Alternate Fridays: featuring the B & 
B Gang; plus Dj on FRI & SAT (Bobby G) *FRI 
Rock/Sex Trivia & Dating Game 


BILLY BUDS LOUNGE 9839-63 Ave., 970- 
7063. *Every SUN: Battle of the bands. SUN 
30: Pheonix vs Chunk. SAT 5: Marshall 
Lawrence Band-blues. SUN 6: Quickus Evictus 
vs Swallow. 


DRAGON HEAD Lynberg Shopping Centre, 


CNALLY’S 


food spirits ale 


Baas ee. +e 
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the biggest= best Supe 


party in Edmonton! 


4926-98th Avenue Edmonton * 440-2233 for reservations 
1“Just 10 minutes from anywhere!’ 





7522-178 St. Every FRI, SAT Classic Rock 
Dance Party. 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE 10314 Whyte Ave., 
439-4545, *Every TUES, Open stage, hosted by 
Jose Oiseau. 

HARD ROCK CAFE Bourbon St., WEM, 444- 
1905. *Every SUN (9 pm): Name that Tune 
THU 27 (9 pm): Clear Isabel. No cover. 

IRON KNIGHT PUB 8161-99 St. FRI 28 
Septimus-heavy rock 

KING’S HORSE PUB 4211-106 St. 462- 4627 
Every MON: bar/restaurant industry apprecia 
tion night 

LOLA’S MARTINI BAR 8230-103 St., 439 
4876. eEvery WED: Rimshot 

MARIO’S 4990-92 Ave., 466-8652. *Every 
THU-SAT; Rare Occasion 

OTTEWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6104- 
90 Ave., 970-7963. *Every THU, Battle of the 
Bands 


SLOAN 


457-8718 
y SAT 


PONCHO’S PUB 9006-132 Ave 
*Every FRI live music/D} dance *Eve 
Karaoke/D] with Brenda 


ROAD HOUSE 15540 Stony Plain Rd 
483-1100. *Live music THU-SAT. *Sunday 
Showcase (8-2) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 100 St, 102 Ave., 
420-1757. SAT 5 (8 pm): Sven Blvd-a cappella 
group. TIX: $10 adults, $8 senior/student 


THUNDERDOME 9920 Argyll Road., 
433-3663(DOME). *Every THU: Ladies Night 
*Every FRI: Millennium Fridays. *Every SAT 
Rocks. *Every TUES: Schizophrenia 100% 
Dance. «Every WED: Concert night 


WILD HORSE SALOON 16625 Stony Plain 
Road., 484-7751. *Every SUN MON 
karaoke. THU-SAT: live entertainment 
WINDSOR BAR & GRILL 11712-82 Ave 
433-7800. eEvery TUES: Canadian Music Night 
Every SAT: live music 












BETWEEN THE BRIDGES 


SLOAN LIVE IN CONGERT 


with special quests DANKO JONES 


FEBRUARY 26 AT GOLDEN GARTER 


LOOK FOR DETAILS AND LIVE FOOTAGE ON WWW.SLOANMUSIC.COM 
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Watch the Super Bowl 
on our 30' Big Screen! 





Doors: 2:00 pm 
Tickets On Sale Now! 


8010 103 St. 


_432-COOK (2665) 
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Pedrotti tests tongue 


Baritone takes 
G&S's Penzance 
very seriously 


By DAVID GRONNESTAD 


e last time Edmonton operago- 
i ers saw baritone Mark Pedrotti, 
he was playing the title role in II 
barbiere di Siviglia (The Barber of 
Seville\—which, as every Bugs Bunny 
aficionado knows, opens with the 
most famous tongue-twister in all 
opera. (Just try saying 
“rasori, pettini, 
lancette e forbici al 
mio comando tutto 
qui sta” three times fast.) 
Well, Pedrotti must have 
impressed the brass at Edmonton 
Opera—two and a half years later, 
they’ve invited him back to sing the 
most famous tongue-twister in all 
operetta, “I Am the Very Model of a 
Modern Major-General,” in Gilbert 
and Sullivan's The Pirates of Penzance. 
“The trouble is, the tongue gets 
less agile with age,” laughs the New 
Zealand-born Pedrotti. And, of 
course, with lack of practice—Pedrot- 
ti’s resumé contains many more 
Conte di Lunas, Enricos, Onegins and 
Tonios than Figaros or Majors-Gener- 
al. “I’m definitely more used to doing 
more serious, heavy singing,” he says. 





The king of 
topsy-turvydom 


Whenever an opera company puts on 
Gilbert and Sullivan, there’s a snob 
contingent who turn up their noses 
at the decision to do silly, populist 










operetta 
preVUE 


operetta over High Art Grand Opera. 
And it’s not unknown for singers to 
regard the production as an easy gig 
with easy money, and not worry 
about putting on their best work. 

Not so Pedrotti—he seems to rel- 
ish the fact that Edmonton Opera 
has cast him as a fast-and-furious 
comic character rather than his 
usual ultra-serious fare. And he sees 
the role of the doddering, oh-so- 
proper British aristocrat as a chal- 
lenge, not a toss-off. 

“This kind of production 
demands that you infuse your vocal 
lines with character,” he 
says. In opera seria, 
you worry about 
your vocal quality 
first and characterization 
second—a situation that’s reversed for 
Gilbert and Sullivan, often leaving 
professional opera singers, who aren't 
used to acting, coming up short. 

Sure, the Italians may have their 
Giacomo Puccinis, the Germans 
their Richard Wagners and the 
French their Georges Bizets—the 
English have Gilbert and Sullivan, 
and the presence of a light opera 
company dedicated to their work in 
just about every good-sized city in 
the Commonwealth (except, oddly, 
Edmonton) is a testament to just 
how popular and enduring their 
work is. And hey, what other com- 
posers have endeared themselves to 
audiences like G&S? You never hear 
GP, RW or GB mentioned in casual 
conversation in other languages. 

“It’s such a different performing 
experience when the audience not 
only can understand the language 
you're singing,” says Pedrotti, “but 
knows all the tunes by heart. Usual- 
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ly in operas, the backstage crew is 
just there doing their jobs. But in 
rehearsal, | heard the stage manager 
singing along!” | 


Rake-ing in the cash 


There’s no getting around the fact 
that the popularity of G&S makes 
their work a tempting cash cow for 
Opera companies. After the season 
was announced last year, new 
Edmonton Opera artistic director 
Michael Cavanaugh confided in me 
that one of the reasons they decided 
to do Pirates was to make enough 
money to be able to afford the next 
production: Igor Stravinsky’s The 
Rake’s Progress, which barely rates a 
mention in Opera for Dummies. (Yes, 1 
own-a copy—imy secret’s Out.) 

Pedrotti applauds Edmonton 
Opera's priorities. “I take my hat off 
to them for going out on a limb with 
The Rake’s Progress. But it’s not a given | 
that it will be a financial failure— 
there are plenty of subscribers who 
want to see something other than 
Boheme, Butterfly and Traviata all the 
time.” 

And besides, Pedrotti firmly 
believes G&S has a place on the 
opera stage in its own right. “These 
works stand up to the test of good 
singing... The music was written for 
real singers who have to project 
across the hall without micro- 
phones. It’d be different if they were 
putting on Godspell.” © 








The Pirates of Penzance 

Jubilee Auditorium © Sat, Jan 29, 8pm; 
Tue, Feb 1, 7:30pm; Thu, Feb 3, 
7:30pm * $19-78 * Edmonton Opera 
© 429-1000 
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Marek, with children 


Piano Magic ¢ Jon Kimura Parker 
Winspear Centre * $20-75 * Thu, jan 
27, 8pm The unexpected death of 
pianist and pedagogue Marek Jablonski 
last May was a terrible blow to the classi- 
cal music world. To honour his memory, 
the Alberta Registered Music Teachers’ 
Association has set up the biennial Marek 
Jablonski Prize for Chopin Endowment; 


| the first recipient is pianist and dentistry 


student Thomas Yu. 

Any scholarship needs money, so 
one of Jablonski’s most celebrated stu- 
dents, Jon Kimura Parker, is taking time 
out of his busy touring schedule to play 
this fundraiser. It’s also the occasion for 


| the release by Arktos Recordings of a 


CD, Marek Jablonski: the Edmonton 
Years, Part I, of Chopin music Parker 
played at Convocation Hall between 
1995 and 1998. All ticket and disc pro- 


| ceeds go to the endowment. 


The following night, pianist Janet 
Scott Hoyt and soprano Judith Richard- 
son will perform a fundraiser for the 
same endowment at Con Hall, starting 
at 8 p.m. Oddly, there’s no Chopin on 
the programme. 


Under Prussia 


Viva Voce « Alberta Baroque Ensem- 
ble * Robertson-Wesley * $5-20 ¢ 
Sun, Jan 30, 3pm The Alberta Baroque 
Ensemble continues their 20th anniver- 
sary season with a concert joined by 
bass-baritone Paul Grindlay and oboist 
Lidia Khaner. | have to confess I'm 
always at a loss when it comes to ABE 
concerts—they’re a wonderful ensem- 
ble, but | can’t write that every time. 

Luckily, this time they've given me 
some fodder: they're performing the 
sinfonia in G major by Frederick the 
Great. Yep, that Frederick the Great, the 
late-18th-century king of Prussia. (Not 
to be confused with his biggest enemy, 
the Holy Roman Emperor—really, king 
of Austria—Joseph II, who also wrote 
some music. He’s the guy Jeffrey Jones 
played in Amadeus—and the fact that 
he preferred Salieri to Mozart might 
partially explain why he lost the War of 
Bavarian Succession to Prussia. Just not 
a good judge of ability, either that of 
composers or generals.) 

Frederick never wanted to be king— 
in fact, as a youth he tried to run away to 
England, but his father caught him and 
made Frederick watch the executions of 
all his friends who helped arrange the 
voyage. He much preferred to play the 
flute, and his best and most enduring 
compositions are for that instrument. 
(And | speak in very relative terms.) 

But the world is lucky that he gave 
up his ambition of becoming a 
mediocre composer, because he made 
a great king. He wrote a book called 
Antimachiavelli, and in his reign tried to 
act as an enlightened ruler and a good, 
religiously tolerant Christian person— 
and go figure, it pretty much worked! 
He also created the world’s first formal 
multinational organization, the Fursten- 
bund, sort of a tiny, German United 
Nations. Okay, he fought a lot of wars 
that killed a lot of people, but nobody's 
perfect. 


We didn’t start the choirs 


It’s pretty rare (once every seven weeks, 
to be exact) that | get an entire week- 
end off from my night job, so | was glad 
my time off last weekend cose with 


not one but two major choral concerts 
in the classical season: Edmonton’s Pro 
Coro Canada Saturday night, and 
Toronto’s Elmer Iseler Singers Sunday. 

Of course, | did enter the weekend 
with some trepidation: | of course pos- 
sess an emotional attachment to my 
former choir, Pro Coro, and | was very 
much afraid they'd suffer by compari- 
son to the EIS, almost universally 
acclaimed as Canada’s best vocal 
ensemble. Happily, however, Pro Coro 
held its own in this battle of the choirs, 
an assessment my fellow reviewers and, 
I'd wager, most audience members (I 
saw lots of very familiar faces on Sun- 
day) would agree with. 

Of course, some of the credit has to 
be given to the fact that the EIS per- 
formed a rather unchallenging touring 
program. The first half was classical 
choral greatest hits (Zadok the Priest, 
“In Paradisum” from Fauré’s Requiem 
and “Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnun- 
gen” from Brahms’s Ein deutsches 
Requiem, a piece that definitely requires 
at least 100 voices and an orchestra no 
matter how good the choir); the sec- 
ond half was made up of folksy, some- 
times cheesy Canadiana that was 
always well and sincerely performed, 
but certainly wasn’t a showcase of the 
choir’s abilities. 

Pro Coro, by contrast, went out 
much more on a limb: challenging 
pieces by Monteverdi and Schutz, 
along with two modern works: a pre- 
miere of composer-in-residence John 
Estacio’s Four Eulogies (a real tearjerker 
that was saved from Les Miz-type senti- 
mental treacle by the strength and 
understatedness of the music and text) 
and Morten Lauridsen’s Madrigali, set- 
tings of six Italian renaissance poems. 

It was an interesting and risky idea 
for Pro Coro to include so much solo 
work—usually, when so much of a 
choral concert has solos, they'll hire 
someone outside the choir. The use of 
Pro Coro singers went a long way 
toward making the concert more acces- 
sible to the audience, but even though 
there were 32 solos to split up among a 
choir of 24, only five singers were given 
three to five solos each, and only 14 
were heard from at all. Isn’t this sup- 
posed to be a professional choir? If so, 
shouldn’t any of these people be of suf- 
ficient calibre to sing solos? If so, why 
were the solos parcelled out in so une- 
galitarian a manner? 

I'll answer my own rhetorical ques- 
tions: no, not every singer in Pro Coro 
Canada is soloist-calibre. And that 
evening, not all the soloists were soloist 
calibre—some displayed some very ele- 
mentary vocal problems and, much less 
forgivably, poor pronunciation. For 
some reason, Pro Coro seems to have a 
hard time attracting the best singers in 
the city. Whether it’s their pay scale or 
other factors, | don’t know. 

But still, this was one of the best Pro 
Coro concerts since | came to this city 
two and a half years ago. (Gee, | leave 
and they improve... draw your own 
conclusions.) Presumably, if they keep 
pushing the envelope, they'll be able to 
reach a standard where none of their 
singers outshine the others—like the 
Elmer Iseler Singers, for example. 

But one area in which EIS far out- 
shone Pro Coro is presentation. Hardly 
anyone in Pro Coro smiled or communi- 
cated that they were having fun 
onstage—and while it’s perhaps too 
much to ask for the soloists to memorize 
their music, they could look up from it 
every now and then. There were min- 
utes at a time when few of the choristers 
were even looking at the conductor. 

So the reign of the Elmer Iseler 
Singers as Canada’s flagship choir can 
still only be disputed by the Vancouver £ 
Chamber Choir—but Pro Coro Canada 
has nothing to be ashamed of. They 
simply have work to do; and with con- 
sistency in membership and artistic 
director, | believe they can doit. 0 _ 
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You absolutely must take the “A” train 


Tommy Banks 
engineers all-star 
tribute to Sir Duke 


By DIANNE DONOVAN 


his Saturday night, the Win- 
Te: will be swinging to the 

sounds of the Tommy Banks 
Big Band as some of the city’s ablest 
musicians, including PJ. Perry, Bob 
Tildesley, Judy Singh and Lou 
Williamson, play the hits of leg- 
endary pianist-composer-arranger 
Duke Ellington. 

The concert came about largely 
because of the success of last year’s 
Benny Goodman concert, the brain- 
storm of Malcolm Johnson. Banks 
explains, “We had success both in 
Calgary and here... We sold out 
here, in fact, and it looks like we're 
going to sell out again this year. Last 
year, it was to the benefit of the 
Make a Wish Foundation; this year, 
it’s to the benefit of the Winspear 
Foundation [Edmonton 
Concert Hall Foun- 
dation] and the 
Victoria School 
Foundation for the 
Arts, who have formed a partnership 
between them to nurture young 
people pursuing the arts, which is a 
wonderful cause. And we settled on 
the Ellington idea.” 

Edward Kennedy “Duke” Elling- 
ton is popularly regarded as one of 
the greatest composers of the 20th 
century. In his youth, it seemed as 
though Ellington would follow a 


career as a painter, and in a way, 


perhaps he did; Ellington’s extraor- 
dinary compositions and arrange- 
ments were more like multi-textured 
soundscapes, the range of which 
were far too ambitious to be catego- 
tizable simply as “jazz” or “swing” 

“pop.” He kept his big band 
working pretty much continuously 
for decades, even through some dif- 
ficult times in the early ’SOs, when 
economics and changes in popular 
taste forced virtually every other 
bandleader to abandon theirs. 
Ellington may not have been able to 
have it any other way—it was vital 
to his creative flow that he and his 
band play his new compositions 
immediately. 


Cootie, Sonny and Bubber 


Unlike the other big bands of the 
day, the sound of Ellington’s band 
never stopped evolving. Part of 
Ellington’s genius was his ability 
to spot talent, and he surrounded 
himself with some of the most 
innovative and distinctive players 
in all of jazz: James “Bubber” 
Miley, Sonny Greer, Johnny 
Hodges, Cootie Williams, Jimmy 
Blanton, Ben Webster, Paul Gon- 
salves and of course longtime asso- 
ciate Billy Strayhorn, to name just 
a few. 

Early in his career, Ellington 
played for several years at the Cot- 
ton Club in Harlem; radio broad- 
casts from the club quickly 
established his band as the leading 
Purveyors of “hot jazz” in the 
country. Years later, though, Elling- 
ton showed off the full range of his 





regularly watch the crowd as he 
played to make sure they were 
“swingin’.” The Duke was a rarity to 
be sure; he was able to achieve artis- 
tic fulfillment and still win popular- 
ity with the masses. Ellington 
absorbed ideas for his music from all 
facets of his life. His music was his 
passport to world travel, and that in 
turn nurtured him until the end of 
his life. For much of his life, he was 
considered to be an unofficial 
ambassador for the United States, 
and in 1969 he received the Medal 
of Freedom, the most prestigious 
award given to U.S. citizens. 


And you can take that to 
the Banks 


Tommy Banks's career was not 
immune to the influence of Duke 
Ellington, either. “Well, he’s had a 
direct influence on me,” Banks 
says, “because I grew up listening 
to Duke Ellington.... My parents 
were both in the entertainment 
business—or, at least, my dad was a 
musician—and so | don’t remember 
not hearing Duke Ellington’s music. 
There isn’t anybody in the music 
business playing any kind of music 
today who hasn't been influenced 
by Ellington and other kinds of 
music as well.” 

Banks describes Ellington as 
being as much of a catalyst as a 
composer of great music. “He was a 
great composer, and he did write a 
Jot of tunes by himself,” Banks 
says, “but many of the tunes were 
developed sort of by committee. In 
the band, somebody would come 
up with the germ of an idea and 
the band would collectively expand 
on it, But it was he who was the 
final arbiter: how this tune is really 


— 
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going to go and how and which 
notes are going to be written down 
on paper.” 

The Ellington songbook con- 
tains well_over a thousand composi- 
tions. Given the sheer scope of his 
work, one has to wonder how Banks 
went about selecting the pieces for 
this very special show. “I guess the 
short answer to your question is: 
arbitrarily. | picked the tunes I 
liked,” Banks jokes. “I mean, when 
you're doing a Duke Ellington con- 
cert, the problem is not how do we 
get enough material; the problem is, 
what great songs do we leave out? 
So I just picked arbitrarily. The ones 
that I really like, that I know from 
experience, happen to be liked by a 
lot of people—and I mean everybody. 
Even people who aren’t swing fans 
or jazz fans and might not recognize 
the titles of the tunes, as soon as 
they hear them, they say, ‘Oh, 
yeah—I know that tune.’ Banks’s 
own experience as a bandleader 
helped him select the tunes by 
virtue of the requests he gets. “I 
mean,” he says, “everybody always 
requests ‘Satin Doll.’” 


Mad about the “Boy” 


Though the evening won't neglect 
Ellington's hits, Banks says that 
there will be a couple of special fea- 
tures. “‘Boy Meets Horn’ is a feature 
for Bob Tildesley, because it was 
written by Duke as a trumpet tune. 
It's well-known to swing and jazz 
fans, but it’s not one of the pop 
tunes that everybody’s heard. 
Another one would be ‘Warm Val- 
ley,’ which is a gorgeous, gorgeous 
ballad that again is well-known to 
aficionados of big band but again, 
not on the level of ‘Don’t Get 
























Around Much Anymore,’ ‘It Don’t 
Mean a Thing If It Ain’t Got That 
Swing’—those kind of tunes.” 

Some Ellington fans may 
remember the special concert fea- 
ture at last year’s Jazz City Festival. 
The Duke Ellington Cotton Club 
Revue (timed for the centenary of 
Duke's birth), featuring the Smith- 
sonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra, 
was one of the festival’s big shows. 
Though the concert was exactly 
what it was advertised to be, there 
were more than a few audience 
members who were less than 
thrilled with the selection of tunes 
(all of which came from early in 
Duke’s career—i.e., very few 
“hits”), and some people did not 
enjoy the wealth of interesting 
information delivered by band- 
leader David Baker. Banks didn’t 
see the event (he was on tour), but 
is quick to support that effort, say- 
ing, “I understand it was historical- 
ly accurate and that it was a 
wonderful band.” 

For those who just want to enjoy 
some of the best-known tunes of 
Duke Ellington, Take The “A” Train. 
is a concert not to be missed. In 
Banks’s words, “We're having fun 
with the music of the Duke and 
being entertaining with the music 
of the Duke, and having fun playing 
it. On the occasional introduction, I 
guess I'll let little historical things 
go by, because he’s such an interest- 
ing guy historically. They'll be short, 
though—this will not be an exercise 
in academe.” © 
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Rockin’ in rhythm: the 
best of Duke Ellington 





The Okeh Ellington (Columbia) 
This two-CD set is probably the 
best single representative package 
of Ellington‘’s Cotton Club days. 
The music is joyfully and virtuosi- 
cally performed, while tracks like 
“The Mooche” hint at sonic exper- 
iments to come. 


Take the “A” Train: The Legendary 
Blanton/Webster Band (Vintage 
jazz Classics) 

This recording, assembled from 
radio broadcasts, contains 26 cuts 
featuring the band that many con- 
sider to be Duke's best of all time. 


Carnegie Hall Concert (November 
1948) (Vintage Jazz Classics) 

This concert is of interest in part 
because, thanks to the musician 
union's strike, there are few 
recordings of this edition of the 
Eflington band, which featured 
Ben Webster, Ray Nance and 
*Shorty” Baker, among others. 
Billy Strayhorn’s “Lush Life” is part 
of the session, and is arguably one 
of the greatest jazz tunes ever. 





Duke Ellington and John Coltrane 
(impulse!), Duke Ellington Meets 
Coleman Hawkins’ All-star Octet 
(Impulse!), First Time! Count 
Meets Duke (Columbia) 

All of these recordings offer the 
Opportunity to hear Ellington 
interacting with musicians outside 
his usual coterie. The set with 
Coltrane shows off both artists’ 
more introspective side, while the 
session with the Count Basie band 
is straight-ahead, jet-propelled 
swing. 


iil 


_ Ellington At Newport (Columbia) 


_In one of the most famous live 


© performances in jazz history, Paul 
_ Gonsalves brings down the house 
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Brothers gonna work it out 


“| know lama 
Barenaked Lady,” 
Says Creeggan 


By ELIZABETH CHORNEY 


AA id they say anything 
about us completely 
screwing up that 


song?” Jim Creeggan asks when I 
tell him that several of my co-work- 
ers saw his performance with his 
band the Brothers Creeggan on 
Canada AM that morning. “We both 
sing the same lyrics on the song we 
played and Andy kind of flipped 
the verses on it. | was kind of in 
shock and | was looking over at 
him, And I realized that he and I 
just didn’t have any understanding 
at that moment.” 

Such moments are rare for Jim 
and Andy Creeggan, brothers who 
have practically developed their 
own brand of ESP, having played 
together since elementary school. 
The two Creeggan kids would slink 
off into the basement to make a lit- 
tle noise; they joined a succession of 
high-school garage bands as a pack- 
age deal (with Jim on bass and Andy 
on drums—the two hardest posi- 
tions to fill—the pair had no trouble 
sticking together); and ultimately 
they would be recruited by the band 
for whom Jim still plays 
bass: the Barenaked 
Ladies. 

That's right, he’s 
the wacky redhead who 
used to wear the plaid Scottie cap. 
In 1995, Andy left the Ladies to pur- 
sue the academic side of music (he’s 
currently studying at McGill), and 
Jim went on to help the band break 
huge on an international level. The 
two brothers missed playing with 
each other, and despite Andy’s 
school schedule and Jim’s constant 
touring with the Ladies, they 
worked on the Brothers Creeggan 
material in their spare time. 

The Creeggans have found time 
to record three records (including 
the very recent Trunks), and are 
currently in the midst of a full 
North American tour that includes 
a stop at Edmonton’s own Side- 
track Café. 

“We started doing Sundays here 








The Brothers Creeggan still like Barenaked Ladies 


and there in Toronto and we played 
a tew times in Montreal,” Jim says. 
“T would have a week off and I'd call 
Andy a month in advance and say, 
‘Let’s do it for sure at this time and 
this place.’ And we just worked 
around the Barenaked Ladies’ sched- 
ule. Last year, we made the record 
that way. Now that the guys in Bare- 
naked Ladies are getting ready to 
write for the next album, it’s a good 
time for me to head out on a full- 
fledged North American tour with 
my bro,” 


Ladies in waiting 


The Brothers Creeggan project not 
only gives Jim a chance to hang out 
with Andy; the band 
also allows him to 
musically move 
beyond the limits 
of his role in the Bare- 
naked Ladies. Behind the bass, Jim 
rarely gets an Opportunity to act as 
a songwriter, whereas he has license 
to do whatever he wants to with 
the Brothers Creeggan. Combining 
Jim’s penchant for experimentation 
and Andy’s background in music 
theory, Trusks is a compelling mix 
of unassuming pop with elements 
of jazz, roots and even the odd hint 
of world music. The Brothers Creeg- 
gan, which sticks to the comfort of 
smaller clubs, also ofters a welcome 
working holiday for Jim from the 
megastadiums that he has become 
used to playing with the Barenaked 
Ladies, 

“When you're playing a club 
tour, the clubs are all different and 
their personalities all affect the way 


the show goes,” Jim says. “Whereas 
when you play bigger shows, the 
venues are often just big, so you can 
keep the same set list and it will be 
fine, We have to work on the fly 
when we do a club tour, because if 
we can be more intimate and the 
place is geared for that, we'll change 
the set to accommodate that.” 


Up a Creeggan 
without a paddle 


Despite the intimate flavour of the 
Brothers Creeggan’s music, and the 
Opportunity to work again with his 
brother, Jim is still quick to pledge 
allegiance to the Barenaked Ladies. 
He doesn’t even mind that people 
most closely focus on his other 
band when discussing the Brothers 
Creeggan—he doesn’t see the two 
projects as being mutually exclusive 
in any way. “I know that Iam a 
Barenaked Lady, and this Brothers 
Creeggan thing is very much a part 
of the Barenaked Ladies for me,” he 
says. “I want to be inclusive with 
everything in my life. It’s actually 
fortunate for us that we are associat- 
ed with Barenaked Ladies, because 
we can go out and do a tour for the 
first time and people will know 
about us. That’s very fortunate and 
it’s not at all parasitical. The music 
in Barenaked Ladies comes from me, 
and so does the Brothers Creeggan. 
I’m definitely looking forward to 
the marriage of the two, People can 
gravitate towards wherever their 
tastes bring them.” © 


The Brothers Creeggan 
Sidetrack Café * Thu, Jan 27 


#400 Manning Crossing 
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By DAVE JOHNSTON 


MRA RIARE ON 


A Drop in the bucket 


Television always gives us what we 
want. The fantastic world inside that 
glowing tube is a reliable retreat from 
the harsh realm we inhabit. Could any 
real-life radio station be as wacky as 
the one on WKRP in Cincinnati? Of 
course not, silly. 

The CBC, however, has never 
shied away from showing life in all its 
warty splendour. Take the Degrassi 
programs, for instance—they might 
have been cute, but remember when 
Spike got pregnant? And the recent 
Straight Up updated Degrassi’s model 
of realistic portrayals of growing up in 
the city. . 

Drop the Beat is a continuation of 
the adventures of Jeff and Dennis, the 
protagonists of Straight Up. Now they 
host a weekly hip-hop program on a 
campus radio station, trying, as the 
press release puts it, “to provide a 
voice for their generation.” 

Slawko Klymkiw, the executive 
director of national programming for 
CBC Television, insists that young peo- 
ple will be attracted to the 13-part 
series, which debuts Monday, February 
7. “It’s a smart, authentic and contem- 


porary look at urban music and urban 
life,” he says. “It belongs on CBC.” 

In addition to the Toronto acting 
talent filling the holes, homegrown 
artists will be providing the show with 
its hip-hop cred. Michie Mee, 
Shamann, Choclair, Maestro, Kardinal 
Offishall and Infinite are all slated to 
appear on the program, either as 
themselves or as fictional characters. 
Their music will also be on the sound- 
track, available very soon at a store 
near you. 

It's amazing that the CBC is actu- 
ally acknowledging that hip hop exists 
in Canada, and that it is a thriving cul- 
ture worth exposing. In an indirect 
way, it also provides a narrative about 
why hip hop exists in a cultural ghetto 
in our fair land. While the Americans 
roll with the beats with the help of 
urban radio in most of the major cen- 
tres, Canadians have few outlets for 
the music outside of specialized pro- 
grams or MuchMusic. 

Props to the producers for recog- 
nizing the unsung hero of marginal- 
ized music: campus radio. These small 
stations are the only ones with enough 
freedom to transmit hip-hop beats 
without worrying about demographic 
surveys, one of the main factors pre- 
venting corporate radio from moving 
into the urban market. There is also a 
powerful theory in the industry that 
there isn’t enough Canadian content 
in hip hop to make a station viable in 
the eyes of the law. Bah. 

Right now, the only hip hop most 
people are buying runs in the vein of 
DMxX and Jay Z—scary gangsta figures 
living the glamourous hard knock life. 
In his essay on gangsta rap in The Vibe 





disc reVUEs 


History of Hip Hop, Gabriel Alvarez says 
the mainstream media has helped sell 
gangsta rap to the masses by feeding 
on the ignorance of its audience. 
Shows like Cops, Alvarez says, “crimi- 
nalize blacks, Latinos and poor white 
trash nightly on TV,” fulfilling the 
stereotypes about poor kids of colour. 
“Bored suburban white kids fiending 
for a taste of the fast life are constant- 
ly fed the idea that non-white youth 
lead far more exciting lives due to 
their high-risk social status as ‘endan- 
gered species.'” 

Canadians are experts at bore- 
dom, and we share American tastes. 
The common perception of rap, 
then, is one of trashy indulgence— 
rap is dirty, scary stuff to piss off the 
Parents with, and nothing more. 
Sure, rap discs have saved a lacklustre 
recording industry, but people who 
make big ticket purchases don’t nor- 
mally buy tons of rap albums. Statis- 
tically speaking, that is. This is why 
one group in Toronto is having such 
a hard time getting an urban station 
on the air. This is why Edmonton will 
not have an urban station. This is 
why rap will continue to be seen as 
an evil product of the American 
entertainment complex, and creative 
hip hop—Canadian and otherwise— 
will be ignored and overlooked. 

In their small way, the CBC is pro- 
viding a needed service by producing 
Drop the Beat. By accurately reflecting 
the state of hip hop in Canada, and 
providing a Canadian context for the 
music, the show could point a few 
souls in the right direction. Some- 
times, television gives us what we 
need. O 











Jay Z Vol. 3... Life AND TIMES OF 
S. Carter (Roc-A-Fetta/Der Jam) 
Jay Z wasn‘t much of a pop music 
entity until the Annie-powered Hard 


Knock Life launched him into the 
Grammys and the top of the pop 
charts. While that disc might have 
concerned itself with life in the ghetto 
before his star rose, Jay Z goes to 
great lengths throughout Volume 3 to 
talk about what fame has given him. 

Much of Life and Times deals with 
Jay Z’s countless run-ins with the law. 
While these experiences do make for 
compelling narratives, the themes 
and motifs Jay Z chooses to employ 
quickly become tiresome by the 
album's midpoint. The slick produc- 
tion and Jay Z’s accomplished flow 
are signs of a tight show, but the 
material is a little thin. 

Fervent tracks like “S. Carter” and 
“Come and Get Me” see Jay Z don- 


ning the cloak of a would-be messiah, 
raining damnation upon the sinners 
who have wronged him. How dare 
thee lay a weapons charge on me! | 
shall smite that charge, and then | 
shall smite thee! 

His moment with Dr. Dre, “Watch 
Me,” is a frightening performance, 
while “Do It Again” raises the roof 
high in a party style. These two tracks 
are probably the best thing about this 
mess of a disc, and | do mean mess. 
Perhaps there was a point here, and it 
just takes a while to get it. Unfortu- 
nately, there are stronger discs out 
there more worth the investment of 
your time and money. Let the kids eat 
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january 20 

dj hifi princess 
(new york city) 
futuretech/ppm/spiralkind 


january 27 


catharsis II warmup 
DJ SPEEDY vs. DJ SOULO cactus recorts tus veors 
these two techno warriors from vegas 

square off for a 2x4 set of epic proportions 

4 hours, 4 turntables, 2 mixers and 2 DJs! 


february 3 
aj huggie (os angeles) 


global energy musik/phatt phunk records 
huggie's mix of house. tribal and trance is 
guaranteed to shake your ass! 


75¢ hiballs/$6.25 draft jugs 


thursdays 
2000 
til 11pm/18+ ID 
upstairs-goodtimes with djlefty 


maintloorhardtimes with daveyjames 
www.rebar.ab.ca 
www. daveyjames.com 


rebar 
10551 whyte ave 
http:www.rebar.ab.ca 


~ SUPERISO/NZ_ 


TRANSCONTINENTALINDIETRASH 


bdfmondays 


www.blackdog.ab.ca 
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ELECTROPROLAPSE 
Thursdays 3AM - GAM 
J) Huch plays trance, 
techno & ambient 


CATCH THE BEAT 
Saturdays 4PM - GPM 
J Spilt Milk plays 
breakbeats, house, 
hip hop & jungle 


FREQUENCY 
Saturdays GPM - 7PM 
DJ Deluxx plays 
house & techno 


BAJAN SOUND STATION 
Reggae and calypso 
every Friday night 
from 9 PM to 11 PM 
with HC 


THE BLACH EXPERIENCE 

IN SOUND 

Featuring R&B, funk 

& hip hop with Teddy, 
Saturdays, 10PM to Midnight 


ANDREW DUES IN THE MIX 
Techno, house and 
eclectronica. Produced at 
CHOU, FMB8's sister station 
in Halifax, every Tuesday 
from 1] AM - 1 PM 


FULL HOUSE 

J Tanner and Sonny 
Grimezz play hip hop every 
Saturday night 

Midnight - 3AM 





VURB discs 


Continued from previous page 
this one up. ¥e¥%e 9 —Dave JOHNSTON 


THe Lox We Are THE STREETS 
(RurF RyDERS/INTERSCOPE) 


Former Puff Daddy protégés the Lox are 
beginning to hit their stride with We Are 
the Streets, if you can call posturing a 
stride. From the outset, We Are the 
Streets is a hood-bangin’ bulldozer of 
beats that just gets darker and darker. 
The language is weak, but the 
intent is sincere. They lambaste 


Cristal-swilling poseurs on “Scream 
L.O.X.” and play up the opposite 
stereotype on “Ryde or Die, Bitch.” 
The production work of the resident 
Ruff Ryders technicians, Swizz Beats, 
isn’t exceptional, but neither are the 
turns by guests Timbaland and Dj 
Premier. 

This is the greatest setback for the 
Lox. While the trio of Kisseastwood, 
Holiday and Louch provide a potent 
vocal punch to their work, the tracks 
on We Are the Streets are as flat as 
asphalt. They're rough and very scary, 
but they’re not all that memorable, 
either, especially given what else is out 
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WEDNESDAYS © 


Dignity, Respect, Punk Rock 
with DJ Shone & Mr. Moosedroppin SS 


$1.50 HiBalls/Bottled Dom. 
$1.75 HiBalls/Bottled Dom. 
$2.25 HiBalls/Bottled Dom. 
$2.50 HiBalls/Bottled Dom. 


Beer=ti i1.9:30 pm 


Beer.til 12 am 
Beerstil 2am™ 


reCRS Oa) 6: 


BIG FAT THURSDAYS, 


with DJ Jason 


Playing 


riges* Alternative Rocky 


FREEDOM FRIDAYS, | 
with DJ's Nicky Miago” ieiJakob 


$2.75 HiBalls ‘til Midnight 
$6.50 Jugs Beer ‘ti! 10:30 pmer, 


SATURDAYS * 


STUDENT SATURDAYS © 
with DJ Jason & DJ Schizos ‘ 
$1.50 HiBalls ‘til 10: 30'p 
i, 50 HiBalls ‘til Midnight 


jos) $7, 75 Jugs 0’ Dom. 


0161-112 St 


Beer-til’ Midnights © 


+ Infoline: 413-4578 





there from the competition. ¥ tr x 
—DAVE JOHNSTON 


PuaT GLOBAL #7 (PALM Pictures) 
Chris Blackwells’s new imprint, Palm 
Pictures, has the same zeal for tropical 
grooves as his old label, Island, but 
with a more technological zing. Phat 
Global #1 is an encouraging sampler 
of Blackwell's vision of 21st-century 
groove, twisting the beats of the West 
Indies with the dance-floor technolo- 
gy of Europe. 

The intercontinental mood of Phat 
Global is no accident. Bollywood com- 
poser Jolly Mukherjee is featured 


prominently alongside dub cowboys 
Sly and Robbie and British big-beat 
monsters Dub Pistols. Sidestepper’s 
The salsa-flavoured breakbeat piece 
“Logozo,” is the best example of the 
inventive spirit that powers many of 
the tracks, 

But all of the cross-cultural 
hybrids that make up Phat Global #1 
are irresistible. It isn’t often that a 
compilation is this satisfying; most 
comps limp along on the strength of 
a couple of solid tracks, Phat Global 
#1 is cohesive, visionary and a lot of 
fun. Worth a spin or two. ¥e tr ye sr 
—DAVE JOHNSTON 








BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 
Whyte Ave * TUE: Noise Pollution, 
with DJs Cletus and Torso * WED: 
Roots, breaks and house with D| Spilt 
Milk and weekly guests ¢ FRI: Cream, 
with DJ Cool Hand Luc ® SAT: Funkt, 
house with DJ Andy Pockett and 
Darren Pockett * 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 
Whyte Ave, 439-1082 © TUE: Digital 
Underdog, with DJ Tanner and guests 
* SUN: Revival 3000 with guest live 
performers, visuals by Black & Blue 


CRISTAL ya oe ae pepe 
Ave, info 426-7521 © FRI: Hip hop, 
R&B and reggae with Sak Bs © SAT: 
R&B, Reggae, and Hip Hop with D} 
Instigate ¢ SUN: Pool tournament 
with cash prizes 


LUSH/THE REV—10030A-102 St., 
424-2851 * TUES: Main—Two 
Smoking Barrels, with DJ Siren; WED: 
Maia= Clases with D] Do 
Velvet—D] Cziolek * THU: Chemistry 
with resident Geofrrey | and guest 
DJs—JAN 27: Tripswitch vs. Solo 
FRI: Main—Pussycat with Dj Slimboy; 
Velvet—D] Jason * SAT: Main—Ariel & 
Siren ; Velvet—Rockstar, with guest 
Djs * THU FEB 10: Richie Hawtin 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE— 
10167-112 St., 413-4578 « WED: 
Motor, with weekly guest Djs and live 
electronic music * FRI: Freedom, with 
DJs Nicky Miago, Jakob and guests * 
SAT; THX, with Eddie Lunchpail and 
Schizo * SUN: Galactic Invasion, with 
DJs Rerun and Reece 


PLATINUM NIGHT CLUB—10018 
105 St., 497-7933 * WED: Sin Night, 
with Mute and Phork « THU: mixed 
dance, hip hop, r&b and reggae * 
FRI: Platinum Fridays * SAT: Ruppie 
Sound System 


POLISH HALL—10960-104 St. © SAT 


eekly 


JAN 29: Catharsis Il, with Jon The 
Dentist (UK), Blu Peter, Sally 
Humphries, Dazy, Serge, Kid SL, 
Feroshi, Dr. Who, and more 


REBAR—10551 Whyte Ave, 433- 
3600 * MON: 10551 Mondays, retro 
and hits with Dj Lefty * TUES: 
upstairs—No Sympathy For The 
ClubScene, with PR Dougless * WED: 
Main: Statik, industrial with DJ Nik 
Rofeelya; Upstairs—Rush Hour, with 
Terry Tran and guests * THU: Main: 
Hard Times with Davey James and 
guest Djs—JAN 27: Catharsis 2 warm 
up party, with Dj Speedy and DJ 
Soulo; Upstairs—Good Times, retro 
and classics with DJs Lefty FRI: 
Boogie Nights Disco Express : Main— 
D| Davey James; upstairs —D| Big 
Dadae SAT: Main—D} Davey James 


THE ROOST—10345-104 St, 426- 
3150 * MON: D} Jazzy;TUE: D} Jazzy 
from 10 PM - 3 AM; WED: D] Soulus; 
THU: downstairs—D]} Dada; upstairs— 
D] Mikee; FRI: downstairs—D} Weena 
Luv; upstairs—D] Mikee; SAT: 
Downstairs—D] XTC; upstairs—D] 
Code Red; Sunday: D} Jazzy from 10 
PM - 3 AM 


SUBLIME (late night/after hours)— 
10147-104 St., Bsmt. 905-8024 « 
FRI: Ultrachic with DJ Manny Mulatto 
* SAT: Casa Saturdays with Graham 
Lock 


THERAPY (late night/after hours)— 
10028-102 Street Gilley entrance), 

info 903-7666 ¢ FRI: Djs Ariel & Roel 
and Tripswitche SAT; DJ Dragon, Terry 
Tran and Crunchee 


THUNDERDOME—9920-62 Ave 
SUN FEB 20: Crystalennium 2, with 
Mark Farina (San Fransisco), |. Dub 
(Chicago), Michelle McKay, Cziolek, 
Dragon, Manny Mulato and Ryan 
Thomas 
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Buive Ropeo Tue Days In BETWEEN 
(Warner) 


Alternately taken for granted and over- 
inflated by their public, Blue Rodeo 
have spent the last 15-odd years trans- 
forming themselves from a somewhat 
inconsistent roots-pop band (back 
when roots pop was certainly not the 
style of the day) to the Canadian insti- 
tution that they are today. Blue Rodeo 
have endured a fickle audience, a cou- 
ple of slightly weak albums (who can 
forget the unfortunate Doors organ 
that ran through Diamond Mine?), solo 
albums from almost all of the group’s 
principle members, and the Jim Cuddy- 
Greg Keelor tension that has both held 
the band together and plagued them 
with an inconstancy that at times 
makes them appear to be falling apart. 
The Days In Between, Blue Rodeo’s 
eighth album, is the closest thing to a 
masterpiece that they have ever pro- 
duced. The Cuddy-Keelor relationship 
has seemingly evened out for the time 
being, with the characteristically wild 
and moody Keelor mellowing out with 
his share of subtle heartbreakers, while 
the usually straight-shooting Cuddy 
Opts for a mix of gleaming organ- 
bathed pop-and’ blazing rockers. The 
two songwriters complement each 
other more beautifully than ever, and 
the rest of the band augments the 
album with layers of rich, only slightly 
countrified instrumentation. Inspired as 
much by Brian Wilson as it is by 
Nashville, this record is every bit as 
complex, varied, and joyously poignant 
as anything that Blue Rodeo’s celebrat- 
ed contemporaries Wilco (a band that 
probably owes more to Blue Rodeo 
than anyone is willing to admit) have 
ever recorded. From Cuddy’s dusty 
spaghetti-western rocker “Cinema 
Song” (complete with guitar work 
from the Sadies’ Travis Good), to the 
near-perfect pop glimmer of “Some- 
body Waits” to Keelor’s bouncy title 
track, The Days In Between is spectacu- 
lar. Ye vie xe ve ve —EvizaseTH CHORNEY 
R.1.Y.L.: Blue Rodeo, Neko Case 


P.J. PERRY AND THE EDMONTON 
Sympxony ORCHESTRA (JUSTIN TIME) 


Perry should be declared a national 
treasure and this recording, which doc- 
uments his “Joy of Sax” concert with 
both orchestra and jazz band, deserves 
to be widely heard. 

Most soloist-with-symphony 
recordings offer the musician little 
space to improvise and come off 
sounding like a date between two peo- 
ple who still don’t know what to 
otpest from each other and so do 
but keep on their best behav- 
this disc, abetted by Rick 
i's arrangements, makes it sound 
ry was born to play in front of 
ton Bee There is just 
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reVUEs of this week’s 
newest discs 


R.1.Y.L. —Recommended If You Like 


through a mixed program of stan- 
dards, traditional music and modern 
pieces, with some Mussorgsky thrown 
in for good measure. There are three 
medleys on the CD as well: a medley of 
four standards commonly associated 
with Parker including “April in Paris,” a 
five-song bossa nova medley (including 
three by Antonio Carlos Jobim) and a 
ballad medley which offers the unlikely 
pairing of Charlie Haden’s “A Song for 
Ruth” and Duke Ellington's “Sophisti- 
cated Lady.” The concert finishes with 
a rousing version of Gershwin’s “Strike 
Up the Band” that must have left them 
standing on their seats at the live per- 
formance. 

The CD was recorded at the Win- 
spear Centre, and is an excellent addi- 
tion to Justin Time’s catalogue of 
Canadian jazz. vx ¥* ve sk ¥ =~ —Bos 
Doutt 

R.LY.L.; Charlie Parker, 
Kenny G Must Die T-shirts 


Lonc BeacH Dus Attstars RIGHT 
Back (DrEAMWORKS/UNIVERSAL) 


The Long Beach Dub Allstars sound like 
they’re ready to take over where the 
very successful reggae/power-ska outfit 
Sublime left off. They certainly do 
sound like Sublime, thass fo’ sure. 
There’s a couple of reasons for that, 
and their names are Bud Gaugh and 
Eric Wilson (who was actually a mem- 
ber of Sublime). Right Back gets big 
points for credibility right off the top, 
as the opening track, “Righteous Dub,” 
was co-written and co-performed by 
no less a personage than British reggae 
star Barrington Levy. 

Of course, no SoCal alternative out- 
fit would be complete without a bit of 
hardcore punk thrown in, and the All- 
stars comply with “Rosarito,” one of 
those pulse-pounding fast numbers 
that pay more tribute to Black Flag or 
the Bad Brains than anything from 
Jamaica. Then again, “New Sun” fea- 
tures HR. from the Bad Brains, so the 
Stars come by their hardcore leanings 
honestly. Oi-rie! 

Tippa Irie and the tremendous (and 
tremendously underappreciated) 
Jamaican singer Halfpint are the other 
notable guests on a disc that will more 
than satisfy Sublime fans who can’t 
wait for their next post-Brad Nowell 
disc (there will be one, won't there?) to 
hit the racks. They even do a nice ver- 
sion of Sublime’s “| Saw Red (She's 
Mine).” And, the timing of this release 
couldn't be better—it’s nice to be 
reminded that we do have summer 
even up here in Frostbite Falls. 
Yost, —T.C. SHaw 

R.LY.L.: Sublime, Fishbone 


Biue Mountain TALEs oF A 
TRAVELER (ROADRUNNER/ 
Att Biacks BV) 


There is now a horde of so-called “No 
Depression” acts out there, bands who 
have reclaimed a type of country music 
so old-school that even people with 
CFCW bumper stickers on their trucks 
can’t relate to it. However, this disc, the 
southern trio’s sophomore effort, suffers 
from could be called “New Country 
Syndrome”—the very same affliction 
that most pop music suffered from in 
the early ‘80s. All style, no substance. 
What's so wrong with this disc? 
Well, Blue Mountain have basically 
turned their backs on what they do 
best, namely writing and playing 
authentic country music—music with 
feeling. Instead, Tales of a Traveler is 
filled with quasi-rock songs that are 
neither country nor rock. The group's 


_ self-titled debut disc was a gold mine 


of songwriters’ songs from beginning 


to end with a genuine sense of atmos- 
phere—a rare feat nowadays. 

Alas, Blue Mountain has traded all 
that in for a shot at the MTV brass ring. 
Practically every track on the disc 
screams out, “This is money, baby!” 
(The band’s message used to be more 
along the lines of “Got any money, 
baby?” or “I've spent all my money, 
baby” or “I've spent all your money, 
baby.”) 

So, good luck to Blue Mountain 
Good luck, you three, competing with 
the likes of Counting Crows, Marcy 
Playground and Bryan Adams. Stop 
being the critic’s choice and see if you 
can become the People’s Choice. Yeah, 
that’s it, stop being “No Depression” 
and start being just plain “Depression.” 
Yecchhh. What a waste. | mean, imag- 
ine actually wanting to be disposable. 
Yee —T.C. Suaw 

R.1.Y.L.; Brooks and Dunn, inbreeding 


HappYman Just Like You (Stomp) 


Happyman appear to be very happy. If 
you look at their pictures in the CD 
sleeve, they all wear happy expressions. 
Except maybe the bass player. He looks 
menacing, like a drunk in a washroom 
spoiling for a fight. “Hey, you! What 
are you looking at?” These are the 
things he’ll say to you, and it’s only 
after he wipes the floor with your head 
that he'll be happy. 

That's the feeling you get while lis- 
tening to Just Like You. This Vancouver 
foursome goes out of its way to bang 
through a number of songs, with the 
right amount of professionalism and 
charisma to prevent the entire bit from 
collapsing into bollocks. The songwrit- 
ing isn’t inspired—on “Beautiful 
Cages,” they sing “The sun is shining, a 
beautiful day weatherwise,” then plow 
right into the bit about it “raining dag- 
gers in my heart” and whatnot. The 
metaphors are fatally weak, and that 
isn't very happy. 

Overall, Happyman prove they’re 
an accomplished band. Just Like You, on 
the other hand, isn’t a very good disc. 
Hopefully, they'll never decide to 
change their name to Sadman and 
release a disc called Just Hate You. Then 
again, it might work for the bass player. 
¥eF > —Dave JOHNSTON 

R.ILY.L.: Lemonheads, 54-40 


Exova Heaven’s Dust (Six Decrees) 


The music of the worldly trio Ekova has 
a strong connection to its members’ 
ethnic roots. The voice of Diedre 
Dubois evokes of the French country- 
side, while percussionists Mehib Hadd- 
ab and Arach Khalatbari channel the 
dusty frenzy of Arab kasbahs. Together, 
they create a pan-Asian hybrid that 
touches on the netherworld of Dead 
Can Dance, but avoids the ridiculous 
pomposity of Enigma. 

Heaven's Dust is steeped with Ara- 
bic musicality, but the magic of the 
disc lies within the trio’s choice of 
instrumentation. In places, guitars play 
percussive scales to counter the elec- 
tronic beats, while melodies are trans- 
posed into non-traditional 
arrangements. “In My Prime,” for 
instance, pairs a traditional Irish song 
with Middle Eastern instruments. 

There is a New Age spirituality that 
unites the music on Heaven's Dust, and 
it comes complete with prattle about 
cups becoming wine, and climbing 
summits to reach the bottom of wells. 
If you choose to simply listen to the 
music, however, you'll find that all the 
spiritual liberation you need is already 
there, Yrvryie —Dave JoHNSTON 

_  -RLY.L.: Dead Can Dance, 
Massive Attack 





COOKIN? 


/Thars. 27 


Downstairs: 


| HARD TIMES SPECIAL EVENT 


Catharsis Il Warmup 
featuring DJ Speedy vs. 
DJ Soulo (Las Vegas) 




























» Vegas square off for a 2x4 set 
| of epic proportions 





Upstairs: 


GOOD TIMES 
funky retro with DJ Lefty 


Fri. 28 


Upstairs: DJ Dada 


Sal. 29 


Downstairs: DJDada 


Sdn. 30 





$1.75 pints *til midnight 


Mon. 31 


Taes. O1 


- Upstairs: 


| Wed. 02 


Downstairs: 








These two techno warriors from 


75¢Hiballs * $6.25 Jugs ‘til | |pm 





Downstairs: DJ Davey James 


$1.50 Hiballs * $7 Jugs ‘til 10:30pm 





Upstairs: Mike McDonald Band 
with guests National Dust (from Calgary) 





Downstairs: DJ Dada * musical mood swing. 





| Upstairs: Licorice Whip presents 
KARAOKE mingled with DJ Lefty 
$6.25 domestic jugs * $1 HiBalls ‘til midnight 





: NO SYMPATHY FOR THE CLUB SCENE 
_ with P.R. Dougless ¢ punk/ ska/ progressive 
$1.50 HiBalls + $7.50 pitchers ’til midnight 





_ STATIK w/ nik rofeelya ¢ goth & industrial 
$1.50 HiBalls * 25¢ draft ‘til midnight 
’ Ubstairs: RUSH HOUR w/ Terry Tran & Guests 


‘Thars. 03. 


- Downstairs: HARD TIMES featuring DJ Huggie 
global energy musik / phatt phunk records) 


t 
IS 


= 


waseeeet 


on 





* 


Pee ee eed 


e200 52.3.8 25 





HEY BABY, WhATS 


ow Qe © VUE WEEKLY * JANUARY 27 — FEBRUARY 2, 2000 





=F Lp AL = ee 


Canuck film takes leave of its Senses 


Listen—this pic is 
- touching and 
~ watchable! 


By NICHOLAS SPILLIOS 


ome movies smell. Others 
S™ plain stink. And still oth- 

ers, such as The Five Senses, 
smell... well, beautiful. Canadian 
writer-director Jeremy Podeswa 
uses the metaphor of the senses to 
weave an engrossing 
tale about five peo- 
ple, each of whom 
lacks the ability to 
connect emotionally, 
each of whom is associated with 
one of the senses. The premise may 
sound preposterous, but, astonish- 
ingly, it does make sense. 

The most intriguing of the 
group is Robert (Daniel Maclvor), a 
professional house cleaner who 
spends an inordinate amount of 
time sniffing around for true love. 


present 
SIVMERAIEO 


WEDNESDAY, 
FEB. 2, 
7:00 PI 


Eaton Centre Ginemas 
(#3, 10200-102 Ave.) 


| Special thanks to: 






“T wanted to smell you,” he 
remarks matter-of-factly to a for- 
mer lover, as if apologizing for 
arranging to see her again. He and 
his friend Rona (Mary-Louise Park- 
er), a cake decorator without the 
sense of taste, spend their time 
making lists of things to avoid 
when falling in love (e.g., never 
fall in love with someone who's 
been in love, never fall in love 
with someone farther than a bus 
tide away, and so on). 

The film unfolds over the course 
of two days as Robert, 
Rona and the rest 
of Podeswa’s circle 
of characters circle 
warily around each 
other, although they rarely come in 
contact. There’s the massage thera- 
pist, Ruth, who is adept at healing 
her clients with touch but has lost 
contact with her adolescent daugh- 
ter Rachel. When Rachel takes the 
young daughter of her mother’s 
client to the park, the girl becomes 
absorbed with watching the sexual 
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activities of a couple in the adjoin- 
ing bushes and loses her. 


Canadian gigolo 


And there’s Richard, an ophthal- 
mologist who is losing his hearing 
but still spends a considerable 
amount of office time listening to 
conversations in the adjoining 
rooms through the air vent. Rona, 
meanwhile, is attempting to 
resolve her recent affair abroad 
with an Italian gigolo. (The gigolo 
exhibits his finely-tuned sense of 
taste his willing love partner lacks 
as she disinterestedly watches him 
prepare an assortment of interna- 
tional dishes.) The only person 
who appears to have some control 
over her life and emotions is 
Rona’s mother, who encourages 


her daughter to take a break from 
tending her so that she can resolve 
her love life. 
row,” 
then 

Podeswa brings a good sense of 


“Come back tomor- 
she says. “I'll be just as sick 


(FaneesS WARE OM ARS 
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100 fauble guest passes 


are available for the February 2 premiere 


All you have to do hh 


is ask at: 


@ chapters.ca 
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pace and humour to this offbeat 
story, and he draws fine work out of 
every member of his large ensemble 
cast. Maclvor, in particular, brings a 
light touch to his character, and 
Parker makes a good foil for him. 
This film could have wound up 
seeming precious and overdeter- 
mined, but the story of the lost 
child, which indirectly touches 


A conversation with 
Jeremy Podeswa 


Jeremy Podeswa’s film The Five Sens- 
es (his follow-up to the Genie-nomi- 
nated Eclipse) is one of the more 
controversial and unusual Canadian 
releases to appear in some time. It 
debuted at the Cannes Film Festival 
and was named Best Canadian Film 
at the 1999 Toronto Film Festival. 
Podeswa is in an enthusiastic mood 
as his film slowly makes its way 
across Canada, with a U.S. release 
scheduled for May. 

The idea for the film, which uses 
the five senses as a metaphor for the 
desperation and loneliness of its five 
main characters, arose from his read- 
ing of A Natural History of the Senses, 
in which author Diane Ackerman 
proposed that an analysis of the 
senses can give people a better 
understanding of the world around 
them. The idea resonated with him, 
particularly the notion that the sens- 
es could be related to the vagaries of 
human relationships. 

Podeswa’s film is notable for its 
ability to mix somber tales with 


every one of the characters, brings it 
a sense of resolution and hope. The 
Five Senses succeeds by imposing 
structure above technique and 
metaphor above style. O 


The Five Senses 

Starring Daniel Maclvor and Mary- 
Louise Parker * Directed by Jeremy 
Podeswa © Opens Fri, Jan 28 


humourous ones, and Podeswa 
admits that he gave considerable 
attention to Robert, the house clean- 
er who spends most of the film 
smelling his lovers, in order to coun- 
terbalance the script’s more down- 
beat side—even tailoring the role 
specifically to the personality of actor 
(and the film’s story editor) Daniel 
Maclvor. “Sad against funny are the 
contradictions which occur in life,” 
Podeswa observes. 

Not unexpectedly, music is an 
important element in The Five Senses. 
Podeswa says his use of Caccini’s 
“Amarilli Mia Bella” throughout the 
film was prompted by the search for a 
fully orchestrated classical work which 
could be used as a jumping-off point 
for the stories of the five characters. 

Although he admits he has had 
similar experiences in his life, 
Podeswa shies away from admitting 
that the film is autobiographical, 
preferring instead to say that peo- 
ple’s emotional identification with 
the characters to the film illustrates 
that some experiences are universal. 
He has simply attempted to synthe- 
size them. 

cuge 





The casts in 


That Red, Red 
Robbins keeps bob- 
bob-bobbin’ along 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


im Robbins’s new movie Cra- 
Te Will Rock combines two 
of my favourite movie sub- 
genres: the putting-on-a-play 
story, where all the disasters that 
arise in rehearsal get miraculously 
resolved on opening night (Shake- 
speare in Love, Topsy-Turvy, 42nd 
Street), and the ensemble-cast, 
lots-of-interlocking-subplots 
movie (Magnolia, City of Hope, just 
about any Altman movie_you can 
name), where the paths of all the 
characters keep criss-crossing 
unexpectedly. | love the sense you 
get in the second type of movie 
that capricious quirks of fate can 
change your life forever; and I 
love the sense you get in the first 
kind that all the characters, for all 
their foibles, are working toward a 
preordained destiny. 
Okay, so the two 
notions aren't 
exactly compati- 
ble, but Robbins 
does a pretty good job 
of combining them in Cradle Will 
Rock, a greatly embroidered 
account of the staging of Marc 
Blitzstein’s ambitious 1937 musi- 
cal The Cradle Will Rock. (1 don’t 
know why Robbins dropped the 
“The,” either. Did he have the 
same title consultant who worked 
on Kevin Costner’s For Love of the 
Game?) Blitzstein’s show was one 
of the last great triumphs of the 
Federal Theatre Project, a.govern- 
ment program to provide work for 









the Cradle 


Three men and a Crad 
Azaria, MacFadyen 


unemployed theatre professionals 
hit hard by the Depression. Cradle 
is more famous today because of 
the circumstances surrounding its 
opening night than for its musical 
accomplishments: when the gov- 
ernment, bowing to pressure from 
right-wing groups upset by the 
crypto-Communist tone of many 
of the FTP’s productions, ordered 
the National Guard to barricade 
the theatre and close down the 
show, the cast marched to a differ- 
ent theatre, and, in defiance of 
orders from their ynion, per- 
formed their parts 
from their seats 
while Blitzstein 
accompanied them 
from the stage on an 
upright piano. 


From Olive to Cherry 


Robbins juggles a lot of stories 
here: not only are there the people 
involved with the show, from pen- 
niless leading lady Olive Stanton 
(Emily Watson, once again | ak 

up for a handout the way she-did 
in paket 'S Ashes) to the director 
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Nasty, brutish and French 


The Life of Jesus is 
bleak but 
compelling 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


de Jesus (The Life of Jesus), a young 

man and his matronly mother are 
watching television in the café she 
runs, silently studying news footage 
of death and decay in 
Rwanda with cold 
indifference. Over 
the next hour and a 
half, the film doesn’t get 
any less bleak. 

Set in the dreary, gray village of 
Bailleul in the dreary, gray country- 
side of northern France—a Flanders 
that doesn’t seem to have changed 
much since the muddy days of 
World War II—La Vie de Jesus tells the 
story of aimless 20-year-old Freddy 
and his equally aimless gang of 
motorbike-riding friends. This is no 
Aaron Spelling, Beverly Hills 90210 
portrait of youth. Freddy is epileptic, 
dishevelled and clearly not rocket- 
scientist material. His shoulders are 
stooped and his face bears a defeated 
expression—he looks like an old man 
with no hope, no future. Sure, Fred- 
dy has a beautiful girlfriend, Marie, 
who works as a checkout clerk in a 
large, sterile supermarket. But the sex 
between them, while frequent, is 
clinical and emotionless. Sadly, there 
doesn’t appear to be much more to 
their relationship. 

When he’s not making love to 
Marie (and | say “to,” not “with,” 
intentionally), Freddy zooms around 
with his muffler-less pack of pals. 


I: the opening moments of La Vie 







The droning of their bikes sounds 
especially loud juxtaposed against 
the eerie silence that envelopes the 
rest of their lives. All day long the 
group hangs out without purpose, 
the futility of their terminally-bored 
existence punctuated by the occa- 
sional task: Freddy must go to the 
hospital for tests one day; on another 
they visit a friend who will soon die 
of AIDS. It is November and the rain 
comes often. 


Café society 


On Armistice Day, 
after the most 
depressing marching 
band scene I’ve ever witnessed, the 
first glimpse of the film's central con- 
flict is revealed. Freddy, who actually 
drums in the band with several! of his 
friends, is in his mom's crowded café 
after the parade with his fellow blue- 
uniformed bandmates for a celebra- 
tory drink. At the next table sit an 
Arab couple and their teenaged son, 
Kader. Because their conversation is 
in a strange foreign tongue, they 
soon become targets for insults and 
derision. At last, they are forced to 
rise from their chairs and leave the 
café, the racial tension accented by a 
trumpeter’s mocking melody. Even- 
tually, Freddy and his crew find a rea- 
son to hunt down Kader (they see 
him moving in on Marie) and an 
anger that never lurked very deeply 
to begin with erupts into the open. 
This is an element of French society 
trapped in a past ridden with old glo- 
ries and hatreds, unwilling to 
embrace its inevitable future. 
Directed by Bruno Dumont, 
whose latest feature, l’Hwnanité, won 
a surprise jury prize at Cannes last 


year, La Vie de Jesus is a moving, dis- 
turbing film. It is both starkly realis- 
tic (the sex scenes, the dishevelled 
youth) and absurdly grotesque. Even 
in the summer, when one might 
expect a few rays of sunlight and 
pleasant afternoons in the green 
fields of France, there is no joy to be 
found—only a crushing heat wave 
which brings villagers onto their 
front stoops and sends Freddy’s 
plump mother into the bath. 


Wali for nought 


The cast Dumont has assembled con- 
sists of non-professionals, a shrewd 
decision that adds authenticity to the 
finished product. David Douche, 
who plays Freddy, is exceptional 
When he kicks a wall in anger 
(which he does twice) you can feel his 
frustration and hopelessness; it is a 
useless act, a metaphor for every- 
thing the young Frenchmen do in 
this film. Dumont masterfully 
deploys several other powerful sym- 
bols throughout the story. One is 
Freddy’s pet finch, a caged bird that 
only sings in the spring. Another is a 
brain scan Freddy undergoes in the 
hospital—as the camera zooms in on 
the pulsating image being examined 
by a doctor, one can't help but won- 
der what exactly is going on inside 
Freddy's head. 

We never learn too much about 
what makes Freddy tick. But I'll tell 
you one thing: I sure was glad the 
sun was shining when I left the the- 
atre after the press screening. O 


The Life of Jesus (La Vie de Jesus) 
Directed by Bruno Dumont © Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel ¢ 

Fri-Sun, Jan 28-30, 8pm 





Cradle Will Rock 


Continued from previous page 


and producer, Orson Welles (Angus 
Macfadyen) and John Houseman 
(Cary Elwes). There’s Hallie Flana- 
gan, the flinty, eminently accom- 
plished woman who ran the FTP 
(and Cherry Jones, walking effi- 
ciently in her sensible shoes from 
theatre to theatre, is wonderful in 
the role). There's Hazel Huffman 
(Joan Cusack), an FTP clerk who 
testifies against the Project at the 
instigation of a sour, anti-Red ven- 
triloquist (Bill Murray). Robbins 
even throws in the story of Nelson 
Rockefeller (John Cusack) hiring 
Diego Rivera (Ruben Blades) to 
paint a mural in the lobby of the 
newly-built Rockefeller Centre, 
even though those events hap- 
pened three years earlier. 


Robbins is trying to give this - 


historical story the same top-to- 
bottom, penthouse-to-gutter treat- 
ment John Sayles managed in Eight 
Men Out, but Robbins’s tone is 
more like E.L. Doctorow in Rag- 
time—Robbins can't resist the urge 





to go for cheap caricatures with 
mrost of his real-life characters. 
Orson Welles becomes a drunken, 
publicity-seeking blowhard, John 
Houseman a supercilious, queeny 
twit. In Dead Man Walking, Robbins 
managed to treat characters whose 
political beliefs differed from his 
with respect and dignity, but Cradle 
Will Rock sees him backsliding 
occasionally into the broad strokes 
of his first film, the sledgehammer 
political satire Bob Roberts. He even 
includes a dubious scene where 
Nelson Rockefeller and William 
Randolph Hearst attend a ball 
dressed as 18th-century French aris- 
tocrats, and conspire together over 
cocktails to popularize abstract 
painting at the expense of “danger- 
ous,” Rivera-style political art. 


I'll show you the life of 
the mind! 


But there’s a lot to like about Cradle 
Will Rock, too. Joan Cusack is unex- 
pectedly affecting as the FTP trai- 
tor—one of Robbins’s themes is 
that people who do the wrong 
thing wind up alone and unhappy, 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS 


BELLY DANCING 


while people who stick to their 
principles never want for friends, 
and although Jeffrey Wigand would 
disagree with that statement, it’s a 
comforting Hollywood moral. | 
don’t know if I’d want to sit 
through a complete performance of 
Blitzstein’s The Cradle Will Rock, 
but the opening-night sequence in 
this film is very rousing. | especial- 
ly liked the way the actor played by 
John Turturro rips into his lines as 
a crusading labour leader—he’s Bar- 
ton Fink redeemed! 

The movie definitely ends well. 
The final image, a shock cut to 
modern-day Broadway, choked 
with advertising, makes you won- 
der if Robbins’s political message 
was as naive as you thought it was. 
And at the end of the credits, you 
get to hear Eddie Vedder and Susan 
Sarandon duetting charmingly on 
Blitzstein’s “Croon Spoon.” © 


Cradle Will Rock 

Starring Emily Watson, John Turturro, 
Hank Azaria, Angus MacFadyen, Cary 
Elwes, Cherry Jones and Vanessa 
Redgrave Directed by Tim Robbins « 
Now playing 
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Best Director 1999 Cannes pn Festival 


“THE BEST FILM 
OF THE YEAR!” 


Richard Cortiss, TIME MAGAZINE (International 


“MARVELOUS! 


ALMODOVAR’S 


BEST FILM BY FAR!” 
~Janet Masiin, THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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Nightly @ 7:10 & 9:10 pm 
Sat & Sun: 1:10 & 3:10 pm 
+ 14A (coarse language) * 
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“It has been a long time since anything this inspired, this 
frenetic or this clever — or this Se — came down the pike...” 


JOHN CUSACK CAMERON DIAZ RC RTIERINE KEENER 
{ ~ BEING @ 
JOHN MALKOVICH 


Ever want to be someone else? Now you can. 
BEING 
JOHN MALKOVICH 


Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:20 pm 


tar AT Sat & Sun Matinees: 1:00 & 3:20 
10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 See Hie, piece en 


http://garneau.worldgate.com 



























on the Madness of Greatness, 
Y Proof that After 30 Movies, 
INSPIRATION STILL FLOWS 
FROM ALLEN'’S 
PEN.” 


-Peter Howell, 







Anthony LaPaglia Samantha Morton Sean Penn Uma Thurman 


Sweet and Lowdown 


QBlackwatch Written and Directed by Woody Allen evailach 


wate abe or 


GARNEAU 


—__MMeaire _ theatre 1:00 & 3:00 pm 
8712 - 109 Street - 4353-0728 * PG not suitable for younger chitdren « 
http://garneau.worldgate.com 
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NEW THIS WEEK 


Eye of the Beholder (CO) Ewan MacGregor, 
Ashley Judd and k.d. lang star in The Adven- 
tures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert director 
Stephan Elliot's thriller about a British spy who 
falls obsessively in love with the beautiful killer 
he has been assigned to apprehend. 


The Five Senses (CO) Daniel Maclvor and 
Mary-Louise Parker star in Eclipse director Jere- 
my Podeswa’s offbeat film about a loosely con- 
nected assortment of characters, each of 
whom has a strange connection with one of 
the body’s senses. 


The Life of Jesus (La Vie de Jesus) (M) 
Sébastien Bailleul and Kader Chattouf star in 
L’Humanite director Bruno Dumont's gritty 
drama about an uneducated, unemployed 
young epileptic whose simmering hatred 
comes to the surface when an Arab begins dat- 
ing his sister. Fri-Sun, Jan 28-30, 8pm; Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel 


Next Friday (CO, FP) Ice Cube reprises his role 
as South Central LA. underachiever Craig in 
this followup to the 1995 comedy Friday, 
which sees Craig relocating to the suburbs 
when a local bully with a grudge against him is 
released from prison. Screenplay by Ice Cube. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


All About My Mother (P) Cecilia Roth, Marisa 
Paredes and Penelope Cruz star in Women on 
the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown director 
Pedro Almodovar’s melodrama about a woman 
who encounters a wide cross-section of 
women during her search for the long-lost 
father of her recently deceased son. In Spanish 
with English subtitles. 


American Beauty (CO) Kevin Spacey, Annette 
Bening, Chris Cooper and Mena Suvari star in 
director Sam Mendes’s acclaimed comic drama 
about a dissatisfied suburban husband who 
makes a dramatic decision to revitalize his life. 


Angela's Ashes (FP) Emily Watson and Robert 
Carlyle star in Evita director Alan Parker's film 
version of Frank McCourt’s best-selling memoir 
of growing up in a poverty-stricken Irish family. 


Anna and the King (CO, GR) Jodie Foster and 
Chow Yun-Fat star in Ever After director Andy 
Tennant's epic film, set in 1860s Siam, about 
the relationship between King Mongkut and 
the strong-willed British schoolteacher he hires 
to educate his children. 


Any Given Sunday (CO, FP) Al Pacino, Dennis 
Quaid, Cameron Diaz, James Woods and Jamie 
Foxx star in Born on the Fourth of july director 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
ESSC: Edmonton Space & 
Science Centre IMAX, 452-9100 
FP: Famous Players 


GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
GR: Grandin Theatre, 458-9822 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
P2: Princess Il Theatre, 433-0728 
SC: SilverCity IMAX, Famous Players 
WEM 484-8581 


FAMOUS pe a 


SHOWTIMES EFFECTIVE: 
FRI, JANUARY 27-THU, FEBRUARY 3, 2000. 


PARAMOUNT THX 10233 Jasper Ave, 428-1207 


ANGELA'S ASHES (14A) 
THX fri Hon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 Sat Sun 1:00 4:00 7:00 


ANGELA'S ASHES (14A) THX 1:50 5:00 840 


ANY GIVEN SUNDAY (14A) THX Coarse language 
throughout. 12:30 3:50 7:20 Lateshow 10:50 


BICENTENNIAL MAN (PG) THX Some coarse language. 
1:20 4:20 7:50 


DEUCE BIGELOW MALE GIGOLO (14A) THX (nde 
Janguage. sexual coment. 2:00 4:45 7:15 


FANTASIA 2000 (2D) (G) “12:30 2:15 4:00 5:40 7:20 
9:00 Lateshow 10:45 


GALAXY QUEST (PG) THX fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 
1:40 4:10 6:40 9:20 Thu 1:40 4:10 9:20 


GIRL, INTERRUPTED (14A) THX coarse language 
1:30 4:30 7:40 Lateshow 10:40 


THE GREEN MILE (14A) THX couse language: disturbing and 
violent scenes 12:50 4:50 8:50 9:30 


MAGNOLIA (18A) THK 9:40 
MAN ON THE MOON (14A) THX 9:50 
NEXT FRIDAY (18A) THX 1:00 3:30 7:00 (0:00 


PLAY IT TO THE BONE (18A) THX 1:10 4.00 7:30 
Lateshow 10:30 


SUPERNOVA (14A) THX 1:50 4:15 6:45 


THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY (14A) THX 12:40 340 
6:50 10:20 


TOY STORY 2 (G) THX 2:10 4:40 7:10 


Oliver Stone’s film about a football coach 
whose loyalties are divided between an injured 
veteran quarterback and the young hotshot 
who comes off the bench to replace him. 


Being John Malkovich (CO, P2) John Cusack, 
Cameron Diaz, Catherine Keener and John 
Malkovich star in director Spike Jonze’s surreal 
film about a puppeteer who discovers a magi- 
cal portal into the mind of actor John 
Malkovich. 


Bicentennial Man (FP, GR) Robin Williams, 
Embeth Davidtz and Oliver Platt star in Mrs. 
Doubtfire director Chris Columbus's science-fic- 
tion heartwarmer about a robot who yearns to 
be human. Based on the story by Isaac Asimov 
and Robert Silverberg 


The Cider House Rules (CO) Tobey Maguire, 
Michael Caine and Charlize Theron star in 
What's Eating Gilbert Grape? director Lasse Hall- 
strom’s adaptation of John Irving's novel about 
an orphan who becomes the protégé of a 
Depression-era abortionist 


Cradle Will Rock (FP) John Cusack, Hank 
Azaria, Cary Elwes, Emily Watson, Cherry Jones, 
Ruben Blades and Angus MacFadyen star in 
Dead Man Walking director Tim Robbins's fanci- 
ful film about art clashing with politics during 
the Federal Theatre Project’s 1937 staging of 
Marc Blitzstein’s opera The Cradle Will Rock. 


Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo (CO, FP) Rob 
Schneider stars in director Mike Mitchell’s low- 
brow comedy about a man who embarks ona 
career as a male escort while housesitting for a 
successful gigolo. 


Down to You (CO, GR) Freddie Prinze Jr., Julia 
Stiles, Selma Blair and Henry Winkler star in 
director Kris Isacsson‘s teen romance about a 
young man who wins, then loses, the first 
great love of his life. 


The End of the Affair (CO) Ralph Fiennes, 
Julianne Moore and Stephen Rea star in The 
Grying Game director Neil jordan’s drama 
about a romantic triangle involving a cynical 
novelist, a dull government official and his spir- 
itually yearning wife. Based on the novel by 
Graham Greene 


Fantasia 2000 (SC) Classical compositions by 
Beethoven, Stravisnky, Gershwin and others 
provide the inspiration for this collection of 
short animated cartoons, an updated, IMAX 
version of Walt Disney's 1940 classic Fantasia. 


Galaxy Quest (CO, FP) Tim Allen, Sigourney 
Weaver and Alan Rickman star in Home Fries 
director Dean Parisot’s comedy about a group of 
washed-up actors drafted into an intergalactic 
battle by aliens who believe they are the star- 
travelling heroes they once played on television. 


Girl, interrupted (CO, FP) Winona Ryder, 
Angelina Jolie and Whoopi Goldberg star in 
Copland director james Mangold’s drama 
about a neurotic young woman’s experiences 
in a mental institution during the late ‘60s. 
Based on the memoir by Susanna Kaysen 


The Green Mile (CO, FP, GR) Torn Hanks, 
David Morse, Michael jeter, James Cromwell 
and Michael Clarke Duncan star in The Shaw- 
shank Redemption director Frank Darabont's 
adaptation of Stephen King’s novel about a 
1930s prison guard who suspects one of his 
inmates may possess supernatural powers. 


The Hurricane (CO) Denzel Washington, Liev 
Schreiber and Vicellous Reon Shannon star in A 
Soldier's Story director Norman Jewison’s film 
about boxer Rubin “Hurricane” Carter's impris- 


$5.00 MATINEES DAILY! 
(AT PARTICIPATING THEATRES) 


(at performances prior to 6:00 pm] 


THE WORLD IS NOT ENOUGH (14A) 
THX Lateshow 11:00 


ESTMOUNT CTR. int Ave. 6 Groat Rd__455-872 
CRADLE WILL ROCK (14A) *930 


THE GREEN MILE (14A) coarse language; disturbing and wo: 
lent scenes Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:30 Sat Sun 2:00 730 


SUNSHINE (14A) sexual content “fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.45 
Sat Sun 2:15 7:48 


THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY (144A) “fri Mon Tue Wed 
Thu 7:10 10:00 Sat Sun 1:30 4:15 7:10 10:00 


TOY STORY 2 (G) “Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 Sar Sun 1:45 
4:00 7:00 


|ATEWAY & 1 Ave. GCalgary Trail 0-087 


ANGELA'S ASHES (14A) “fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 8:15 Sat 
Sun 150 4:50 B15 


ANY GIVEN SUNDAY (144) coarse language throughout 9:15 


CRADLE WILL ROCK ee “fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.05 
9:55 Sat Sun 1:40 4:25 7:05 9:55 


GALAXY QUEST are) “fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:15 9:30 Sat 
Sun 2:05 4:20 7:15 930 


THE GREEN MILE (14A) conse disturbing and vio- 
lent scenes Fri Mom Tue Wed Thu 8:00 Sat 130 $00 


PLAY IT TO THE BONE Cer “fri Hon Tue Wed Tho 
7:25 10:00 Sat Sun 2:00 4:40 7:25 10.00 


SUPERNOYA (14A) 
fri Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:20 9:25 Sar Sun 2:20 445 7:20 9:25 


THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY (14A) “fri Hon Tue Wed 
Thu 7:00 9:45 Sat Sun 1:30 4:15 7:00 9:45 


TOY STORY 2 (G) “fri Hon Tue Wed Thu 7:10 Sat Sun 2:10 
430 7:10 





onment for a crime he did not correct, and his 
relationship with the young boy who helped 
lobby for his release. 


Magnolia (CO, FP) Tom Cruise, Julianne 
Moore, Jason Robards, William .H. Macy and 
Philip Baker Hall star in Boogie Nights director 
Paul Thomas Anderson's ambitious, panoramic 
film about a tumultuous day in the life of a 
large, interlinked group of Los Angelenos. 


Man on the Moon (FP) jim Carrey, Danny 
deVito and Courtney Love star in The People vs. 
Larry Flynt director Milos Forman’s film biogra- 
phy of legendary comedian and put-on artist 
Andy Kaufman. 


Mysteries of Egypt (ESSC) Director Bruce 
Neibaur’s IMAX documentary about archaeo- 
logical investigations into ancient Egypt. 


Play It to the Bone (CO, FP) Woody Harrelson, 
Antonio Banderas and Lolita Davidovitch star in 
White Men Can't Jump director Ron Shelton’s 
comedy about two best friends who hope to 
revive their boxing careers when they get a 
last-minute, high-profile booking to fight each 
other in Las Vegas. 


The Sixth Sense (CO) Bruce Willis and Haley 
Joel Osment star in Wide Awake director M. 
Night Shymalan’s eerie film about a child psy- 
chologist who tries to uncover the truth about 
a terrified eight-year-old boy’s paranormal 
VISIONS. 


Snow Falling on Cedars (CO) Ethan Hawke, 
Max von Sydow and Youki Kudoh star in Shine 
director Scott Hicks’s somber film about a mur- 
der trial that stirs up a man’s memories of his 
forbidden WWil-era love affair with a young 
Japanese woman. Based on the novel by David 
Guterson 


Stuart Little (CO) Geena Davis and the voices 
of Michael |. Fox and Nathan Lane are featured 
in The Lion King co-director Rob Minkoff’s chil- 
dren's movie about the uproar that results 
when a family decides to adopt a talking 
mouse. Based on the book by E.B. White. 


Sunshine (CO, FP) Ralph Fiennes plays three 
roles in Mephisto director Istvan Szabo’s epic 
film about 150 years in the life of a Hungarian 
family that rises to the peak of social promi- 
nence, and then loses everything at the hands 
of the Nazis. 


Supernova (CO, FP, GR) James Spader, Angela 
Bassett, Lou Diamond Phillips and Robin Tun- 
ney star in Last Man Standing director Walter 
Hill’s sci-fi pic about a medical spaceship crew 
that finds itself in danger after answering a dis- 
tress call from a mysterious young man. 


Sweet and Lowdown (GA) Sean Penn, 
Samantha Morton and Uma Thurman star in 
writer-director Woody Allen's comedy about a 
self-centred, insecure, callous, but preternatu- 
rally talented 1930s jazz musician and his rela- 
tionship with the mute, self-sacrificing woman 
who adores him. 


The Talented Mr. Ripley (CO, FP) Matt 
Damon, Gwyneth Paltrow, Jude Law and Cate 
Blanchett star in The English Patient director 
Anthony Minghella’s sophisticated thriller 
about a young man who schemes to assume 
the identity of a handsome, aristocratic play- 
boy. Based on the novel by Patricia Highsmith. 


Toy Story 2 (FP, GR) In this sequel to the 1995 
animated hit, the rest of the toys come to the 
rescue when Woody is kidnapped by an obses- 
sive collector. Featuring the voices of Tom 
Hanks, Tim Allen and Don Rickles. 


The World Is Not Enough (CO, FP) Pierce 
Brosnan, Denise Richards, Robert Carlyle, 
Sophie Marceau and Judi Dench star in the lat- 
est James Bond spy thriller, in which Agent 007 
is pitted against a crazed assassin determined 
to destroy Mi6. Directed by Michael Apted. 
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wtimes effective: 
FRI, januant 27-THU, FEBRUARY 3, 2000. 


DOGMA R 
Sar Sun 11:15 1,50 4:25 7:00 9:35 
Midnight Fr/Sat only 12:10 


THE MESSENGER:STORY OF JOAN OF ARC 14A 
GORY VIOLENCE AND COARSE LANGUAGE. Daily 1:00 3.50 930 


END OF DAYS 18A 
violent and disturbing content, may offend. Sat/Sun 11210 
Daly 148 420 710 945 Hidigh fat only 12:25 


DOUBLE JEOPARDY 14a 
Coarse language. Sar Sun 11:20 Daily 1:40 405 TS 9:50 
Midnight Frat only 12:05 


ANYWHERE BUT HERE PG 
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Angela's Ashes, See | 


Prestige-picture 
treatment ruins 
McCourt memoir 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


n Angela’s Ashes, Alan Parker and 

his cinematographer Michael 

Seresin take the muddy streets 
and filthy homes of Limerick and 
film them in a painstakingly mono- 
chromatic palette of colours that 
manages to look simultaneously 
bleak and really, really expensive. 
This movie version of Frank 
MeCourt’s prize-winning memoir of 
growing up penniless and Catholic 
in 1930s Ireland boasts some of the 
most exquisitely photographed 
poverty in cinema history: every 
time we learn one of Frank’s 
younger siblings has died in infancy, 
Parker cuts to a shot of the tiny 
corpse, and the light hits its pale 
skin and its little blue lips just so 
every single time. 

The book Angela’s Ashes has 
become such a mammoth best-seller 
and earned such unanimous critical 
acclaim that it’s not surprising a 
Hollywood studio decided to snap 
up the rights and turn it into a big, 
end-of-the-year prestige picture. But 
McCourt’s book had nothing of Hol- 
lywood’s idea of prestige about it—it 
was offhand and unsenti- 
mental and raw. Peo- 
ple who have read 
the book will 
always remember 
the voice of that funny, 
irreverent kid and marvel at how he 
survived an indifterent educational 
system, an oppressive religious 
establishment and an almost willful- 
ly irresponsible father—they may 
even have been outraged that peo- 
ple had to live in such squalor. P’eo- 
ple who see the movie will likely 
remember nothing about it except 
its vague mood of gloomy “impor- 
tance.” It’s certainly too sedate to 
outrage anybody. 


Three-Legged race 


Part of the problem may be that 
three different actors play Frank 
over the course of the film (Joe 
Breen, Ciaran Owens and Michael 


¥ CINEMA CITY 12 


weimes effecti 
FRI, JANUARY 27-THU, FEBRUARY 3, 2000, 
DOGMA 
Sat Sun M:15 1,50 4:25 7.00 9:35 
Midnight Fri/Sat only 12:10 


THE MESSENGER:STORY OF JOAN OF ARC I4A 
GORT VIOLENCE AND COARSE LANGUAGE. Daily 1:00 3:50 930 


END OF DAYS 18A 
wiolent and disturbing content, may offend. Sat/Sun 11:10 
Daily 1:45 4:20 7:10 9:45 Hidnight Fr/Sar only 12:25 


DOUBLE JEOPARDY 14a 
Coarse language. Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 1:40 4,05 71S 9:50 
Midnight FrvSar only 12:05 


ANYWHERE BUT HERE PG 
Mature Themes Daily 9:55 Midnight Fri/Sat 12:15 
POKEMON PG 
SAT SUN 11:55 DAILY 2:454:55 7.20 


STAR WARS: PHANTOM MENACE PG 
Daily 1:10 3:55 6:45 9:25 Midnight FruSat only 12:10 


THREE KINGS 
Graphie Violence. Sat Sun 1130 aly 210445 135 100s 
Hideighe Fri/Sar only 12:3 


THE BONE ee 18A 


Sat Sun 11:25 Daily 1:55 430 7:05 9:40 
Midnight Fri/Sat only 12:20 


HOUSE ON HAUNTED HILL 
Gory violence. Sat/Sun 13s Daily 2:25 4:40 735 ino 
Midnight FrvSar only 
BLUE STREAK 14a 
a 12:00 230 5:00 ty 10:15 

Midnight Fri/Sat_only 12. 
RUNAWAY BRIDE PG 
Sat Sun 11:40 Daily 2:05 435 7:00 930 
Midnight FruSar 11:55 ‘ 
BRINGING OUT THE DEAD 


seenes 
Sat Sun Tt $0 220 450 730 | 
Mig Fiat ony 1 a. 







Angela’s Ashes has all the gloom, none of the life of McCourt memoir 


Legge), while a fourth (Andrew Ben- 
nett) handles the narration. But at 
the end of the film, when Legge has 
a vision of his two younger selves 
staring at him in the street, the four 
performances haven't added up to a 
single character. 

But then again, none of Parker's 
actors is allowed to get much of a 
performance rhythm going. There's 
no scenes in this movie. The narrator 
tells us how much he loved hearing 
his father (Robert Carlyle) tell him 
wild stories and fairy tales, for 
instance, but we never get a full 
scene where we can see this side of 

their relationship for our- 
selves. Parker, whose 
movie of Evita simi- 
larly stranded his 
actors, uses lots of 
montages, lays narration 
from McCourt’s book on top of 
them, and hopes that'll be enough. 
Now, McCourt is such an engaging 
writer that | can understand why 
Parker would be reluctant to leave 
his words out altogether, but he lets 
the narration do too much of the 
work of explaining young Frank’s 
emotions, (Directors usually only 
use voice-over narration when their 
movie is adapted from a book, and 
it’s almost always a sign that the 
script hasn’t found a way to drama- 
tize the material.) Other times, the 
narration is simply extraneous: 
there’s a sex scene between the 
teenaged Frank and a young woman 
dying of tuberculosis, and while 
they desperately hug and clutch at 





each other, Parker has the narrator 
come on and explain how much in 
love they were.) 


Less Emily, more Monty 


Emily Watson has some nice 
moments as Mother McCourt—her 
gigantic, almost childlike face makes 
an impression even in the shortest 
scenes—but Watson’s made such a 
specialty of playing long-suffering 
women that her performance has no 
surprises in it. And Carlyle never 
gets a chance to make the frustra- 
tion Frank’s father felt at not being 
able to provide for his family come 
to life, the way he did with a some- 
what similar character in the more 
light-hearted The Full Monty. 

The Full Monty may have been a 
pretty lightweight movie, but I wish 
Angela’s Ashes had more of its 
scrultfy, go-to-hell spirit—not to 
mention its affection for its charac- 
ters. This is one of those movies that 
would have been better if they'd 
spent one-quarter as much money 
on it and hired someone who likes 
getting their hands dirty, like John 
Boorman or J Went Down’s Paddy 
Breathnach, to direct it. As for Park- 
er, he directs this movie at such a 
distance that he seems to want to 
get out of Ireland even more than 
Frank McCourt did. © 


Angela's Ashes 

Starring Emily Watson and Robert 
Carlyle * Directed by Alan Parker ¢ 
Now playing 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


4 freedom 


Over the Edge with 4-Play * Catalyst 
Theatre « Fri, Jan 28 * preVUE The 
rules of 4-Play are simple—like Russian 
roulette. At 9 a.m., four playwrights 
“Enter Catalyst Theatre, where they are 
given three hours to write a play that 
incorporates a prop and an opening 
line of dialogue, both suggested by a 
lucky CBC Radio listener. (CBC's audi- 
ence seems to be stuffed with would- 
be comedians; previous “wacky” 
opening lines include “I! don’t care 
what they say. No one does it better 
than the girl in the red plastic shoes” 
and “Well, that does it. He just poured 
Roundup on the garden of our love.) 
Four teams of set designers, stage man- 
agers and composers get two hours to 
design the resulting plays, and four 
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directors get about an hour and a half 
each to rehearse the scripts with the 
same team of four actors—this year’s 
troupe of players consists of Kate Ryan, 
Andrea House, Jeff Haslam and Julien 
Arnold. By the end of the night, four 
world premieres have been staged and 
reviewed, and the outstanding partici- 
pants have been given the coveted 
Curling Award. 

“My joke is, given the usual rehears- 
al schedule in Canada these days, this is 
actually a lot of time,” says James Mac- 
Donald, one of this year’s directors. 
(The others are Jan Selman, Bradley 
Moss and Ron Jenkins.) MacDonald, 
who competed in the event for the first 
time two years ago, offers tips to his fel- 
low time-strapped directors. “First,” he 
says, “drink a lot of coffee. Next: no 
decision should take more than ten sec- 
onds to make. And you can’t spend a 
lot of time analyzing the play, which is 
the hardest part for me. | like to consid- 
er myself a careful, thoughtful person, 
someone who thinks things through 
and discusses them—but we'll see Fri- 
day night if the maraud-and-destroy 
method works out for me.” 

For playwright Wes Borg, who’s 
famous for his ability to pound out 
funny scripts under a tight deadline, 4- 


Play might not be very far away from 
his usual method of working. “Once 
you get going, you're going,” he says. 
“As Paul Mather likes to say, there’s no 
other job where you can get away with 
saying you can’t work that day because 
you're not inspired.” Borg’s mission, 
then, has become a simple one: “To 
beat Belke! That’s everything!” he 
jokes. “No—not to embarrass yourself. 
That’s the main goal.” (Besides Belke, 
Borg will also have to top Stewart 
Lemoine and Conni Massing.) 

It’s a pressure-filled event, and not 
just for the people involved with the 
plays. At last year’s 4-Play, an audience 
member collapsed in the middle of 
Marty Chan’s play, which had to be 
halted as paramedics cleared a path 
into the theatre and whisked the man 
away to a hospital. Don’t be alarmed, 
though—not only had the man fully 
recovered by the following morning, 
but Chan went on to win the Curling 
that night for Best Play. 


Dino-might 


Pterodactyls © Roxy Theatre * To Jan 
29 * reVUE “Care to play some catch, 
Buzz-boy?” asks Arthur, the family 
patriarch in Nicky Silver’s black comedy 
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Pterodactyls. Only problem is, his son's 
name is Todd, not Buzz, he hates base- 
ball, and he’s just returned to his par- 
ents’ upper-class East Coast home after 
living in the slums of the city and con- 
tracting AIDS. None of this fazes his 
father in the least. 

The ideas in Silver's script are pretty 
hackneyed—most of its humour comes 
from the spectacle of white-bread, 
materialistic parents living in total 
denial that their families are anything 
less than perfect. (A typical scene is the 
one where Todd's mother natters defi- 
antly on and on about a party she’s 
planning while Todd keeps telling her, 
“| have AIDS. | have AIDS. | have AIDS. 
| have AIDS.”) But Silver's dialogue is 
often inspired—at its best, it ranks right 
up there with Christopher Durang. 
Plus, the story makes a lot of unexpect- 
ed dips and swerves, and the five 
actors of the Edgewise Ensemble all do 
a good job of making their characters 
seem like more than simple caricatures. 

Steve Pirot is especially good as the 
father; he has Arthur's shit-eating smile 
and booming, “perfect-Dad” voice 
down pat. In a strange way, Pirot gives 
a more relaxed, unpredictable perform- 
ance playing this frozen-faced dad than 
he did a couple of months ago as the 
loose-cannon criminal in Popcorn. 

Andrea Cheung also has several tour 
de force moments as Arthur's hypochon- 
driac daughter Emma; there's a gleeful- 
ness that creeps into Cheung’s 
expression with each new ailment Emma 
claims to have contracted. (When her 
fiancé tells her their wedding is off 
because he’s fallen in love with her 
brother, Cheung gets a giddy smile on 
her face as she announces to the world 
at large, “I’m deafl!l!”) And Tom 
Fedechko by and large resists the urge to 
camp things up in a drag role as Grace, 
Arthur's alcoholic wife. Designer Ivan 
Siernens deserves special praise for creat- 
ing such a good-looking set on what 


must have been a very tiny budget. 

Pterodactyls is the kind of weird but 
funny play that, were it being per- 
formed at the Fringe, would attract a 
lot of positive word-of-mouth buzz and 
probably become a hit. | only hope it’s 
able to find an audience in the less 
buzzed-about theatrical environment 
of Edmonton in January. 


Faust or famine 


Doctor Faustus * Walterdale Theatre 
* To Jan 29 © reVUE At least give the 
Walterdale credit for attempting to 
stage Christopher Marlowe's gigantic, 
lumbering train-wreck of a play Doctor 
Faustus on as epic a scale as they have 
here. The results are wildly uneven, 
sometimes even juvenile, but at least 
there’s always plenty to look at. There 
are 32 people in the cast, playing 
everybody from the denizens of Hell 
to the inner circle of the Vatican. And 
there’s action: heads are chopped off, 
legs are severed, demons are sum- 
moned, servants are transformed into 
apes and dogs, and Helen of Troy— 
the most beautiful woman in the his- 
tory of the world!—marches across 
the stage. 

However, the fact that the cast 
consists mostly of amateurs and semi- 
professionals shows up in the uncertain 
line readings and the wobbly tone, 
which blunders into comedy even dur- 
ing many moments of high drama. 
Stephen Inglis is okay as Faustus, 
although he never quite projects the 
obsessive quest for knowledge—or the 
command of Latin—that is at this char- 
acter’s core. (Inglis is also the victim of 
an utterly bizarre Frampton Comes Alive 
hairdo.) Better are Tom Johnson, who 
makes a creepy Mephistopheles, and 
Howard Kowalchuk, a physically com- 
manding actor who cuts a confident 
figure, in a precariously high pair of 
platform shoes, as Lucifer. O 
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Orchesis now middle-aged 


35th anniversary 
show includes balls, 
nets, paint 


By ALEXANDRA ROMANOW 


uick: what’s the oldest con- 
temporary dance ensemble in 
Edmonton? If you said the 
Brian Webb Dance Company, you're 
off by almost a decade. But if your 
reply was Orchesis Modern Dance, 
congratulations! You are definitely an 
aficionado of the art form, 

Operating out of the 
University of Alber- 
ta, Orchesis cele- 
brates its 35th 
anniversary with a con- 
cert this weekend featuring works by 
both established and emerging cho- 
reographers. When Dorothy Harris 
first brought together people who 
wanted to dance in 1965S, she proba- 
bly never dreamed it would be going 
strong, with over 71 dancers, three 
and a half decades later. 

“People have to dance,” says co 
artistic director Tamara Bliss when 
asked to explain Orchesis’ longevity. 
“Dance is part of who we are and is a 
strong means of expressing our- 
selves. Orchesis offers a protected 
environment in the sense that it’s 
not the cold hard dance world of 
tough auditions, scarce jobs and lack 
of job security. Instead, it offers an 
opportunity for dancers and those 
who are curious about dance to 









explore dance in a supportive atmos- 
phere. There are some dancers in 
Orchesis who had never danced 
before and there are others who did 
dance professionally but have since 
forged careers in medicine, biology 
or engineering and they don’t want 
to give up dancing completely. And 
why should they?” 


Orchesis maneuvers 
in the dark 


Orchesis offers classes for begin- 
ners, intermediate and advanced 
dancers every week at the studios 
of the University of 
Alberta's Van Vliet 
Centre, After fo- 
cussing on tech- 
nique exercises during 
the first part of class, the rest of 
each session is devoted to learning 
how to create and choreograph 
dances. The troupe’s twice-yearly 
shows at the Myer Horowitz The- 
atre allow all Orchesis dancers to 
perform works created for them by 
instructors, guest choreographers 
and fellow Orchesis members. 

“You can expect a mix of things 
at this weekend’s show,” notes Bliss. 
“People have chosen to do a variety 
of themes and have incorporated a 
wide range of influences. One dance 
in the show blends tap with modern 
dance... or is that modern tap? It's a 
big piece, opening with 20 dancers 
onstage. Then there are other dances 
with only three performers. Some 
are influenced by Celtic dance, some 


works are light-hearted and some 
explore darker themes. The overall 
effect is one rich in colour and tex- 
ture and ideas that have come from 
far-reaching places.” 


Exploring the net 


The roster of choreographers reads 
like a veritable “Who’s Who” of 
Edmonton's dance scene, with 
founder Dorothy Harris, current co- 
artistic directors Bliss and Marsha 
Padfield, BWDC lighting director 
Dorrie Deutschendorf and graduates 
of the dance program at Grant 
MacEwan Community College all 
contributing. If you attend, expect 
anything and everything, including 
jazz dance, a dance using large rub- 
ber balls, painted bodies, a stage 
bedecked with a large cargo net and 
live music. 

As a former professional dancer 
in New York, Bliss wasn’t sure what 
to expect from the local scene when 
she first arrived here a few years ago 
lhrilled by the healthy cultural scene 
here, she has high praise for the arts 
community and for the tenacity of 
Orchesis dancers. “I’ve seen Orchesis 
really evolve over the last five years,” 
she says. “I’d like to see it go a step 
further and offer the dancers even 
better opportunities to work with dif- 
ferent choreographers.” © 


Dance Motif 2000 

Myer Horowitz Theatre ¢ Fri-Sat, Jan 
28-29, 7:30pm © Orchesis Modern 
Dance 





The couple gazing 
adoringly into each 
other's eyes are bookstore 
clerk Jonah (Dave 
Breakenridge) and kinder- 
arten teacher Angellica 
Jennifer Keller); gazing 


sly at them from 


ehind the teddy bears is 
CD-ROM programmer 
Dannon (Clarice Eckford). 
Together they form the 
romantic triangle at the 
heart of Heather Morrow’s 
comic play Did You Know 
Lilacs Are Poisonous?, 
which not only plays at 
the Arts Barns from 
February 1-6, but which 
also has a title that could 

save your life! 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or e-mail 
listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 


Ar events 


CONRADS CAFE 10724-124 St. THE GOD- 
DESSES: Photographs by Bob Todrick 
conanged esses of ancient mythology. 
Feb. 4, 7-9 pm. Opening reception: Feb. 4, 
7-9 pm. Runs thru Feb, 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223, www.eag.org. *THE 
NEW REPUBLICS: A touring British exhibi- 
tion. Contemporary art from Australia, 
Canada and South Africa, looks at the cul- 
tural histories & contemporary art prac- 
tices. Feb, 4-Mar. 26, 2000. */ HUMAN 
2000: THE GUN SCULPTURE: Installation: a 
large sculpture, drawings, Paintings and 
writings. Approximately the size and shape 
of a prison cell, constructed from deacti- 
vated weapons collected from around the 
world, The surrounding presentation 
reveal pag sand stories of survivors and 
victims. Feb. 4-Mar. 26, 2000, «THE 
KITCHEN: New works by ISLA BURNS: 
Welded metal sculptures reflect the dual 
influence of Eastern decorative motifs and 
North American sculptural traditions. Feb. 
4-Mar. 26, 2000. *THE SUBJECTIVE EYE: 
Photographs from the EAG Collection. Until 
Apr. 26. *MAKING HISTORY: THE 
EDMONTON. ART GALLERY CELEBRATES 75 
YEARS: Presented by the EAG in celebration 
of our 75th yi Sena Ee History 
places works from the EAG collection with- 
'N a larger social-historical context, show- 
'ng how art illuminates and illustrates 





significant historical events, social trends 
and artistic movements. Until Mar. 14. 
*CHILDRENS GALLERY: FLOCKS OF FOUND 
THINGS: FOUND OBJECTS IN ART: Until May 
28. *ART ISSUES READING GROUP: Every 
second Thu evening. *Admission: $4 adults, 
$2 students/seniors, $1 ages 6 12, and 
under 6 free. *Hours; Mon to Wed and Fri 
10:30 am 5 pm; Thu 10:30 am 8 pm; Sat, 
Sun & hols 11 am 5 pm. (now closing Fri 
nights @ 5 pm instead of 8 pm.) 


THE FRINGE GALLERY BSMT., 10516 
Me Ave., 432-0240. MELANCHOLIC DiP- 
TYCH: Acrylic paintings by John Maywood, 
Until Jan. 29. *STAFF SHOW: Group show, 
mixed media. Feb. 1-28, 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St., 488- 
3619, CANADA AND BEYOND: Landscape 
paintings, drawings and lithographs from 
the past decade by Doris McCarthy. Jan. 
29-Feb. 15. 


Act galleries 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 

10106- 124 St., 488-6611, 488-5900. IDENTITY: 

A Metal Arts Guild of Ontario juried exhibition 

fees in collaboration with the Conseil des 
letiers D’Art du Quebec. Until Feb. 26. 


ART BEAT GALLERY & FRAME #8 Mission 
Ave, St. Albert, 459-3679. Daily: 10am-6 
pm, Thu: 10 am-9 pm, Sat: 10 am-5 pm, Sun 
& hol.: 12-4 ae Acrylicas by Edwin Tuts. Oil 
pres by John H. Burrow. Bird carvings by 
ed Trusz, water colours by David Kieller. 
New works b: Andrew Raszewski, Laura 
Watmough, Sophia Podryhula Shaw, Frances 


Alty-Arscott, Doris Giltner, Mel Heath, Min 
Ma. Northern images by Rudy Neubert 


THE BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 
St., 482-1204. Christmas show featuring 
works by George Littlechild, Dale Auger, 
David Morriseau, Roy Thomas and Maxine 
Noel 


CAFE MOSAICS SOUTH 10844-82 Ave., 
423-9152. LITTLE CIRCLES: Paintings by 
Corey Hamilton. Thru Jan 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBER- 
TA 20, 8527-91 St., 461-3427. Group 
show, featuring selections among the 120 
different artists represented at this gallery. 
Until Feb. 9. 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 
St., 488-4445. Works by Canadian and 
International artists such as William 
Perehudoff, Tony Scherman, Tom Uttech, 
Mary Pratt, Antonio Murado, David 
Thauberger, Paul Fournier, Wilf Perreault, 
Robert Scott, Eliza Griffiths, Kevin Sehn, 
John Macdonald, Robert Lemay, Keith 
Harder, Michael Batty, Vic Cicansky and Joe 
Fafard. Until Jan. 31. 


FAB GALLERY 1-1Fine Arts Building, U of 
A, 112 St., 89 Ave., 492-3081. 113 
DEGREES WEST: IN THE CROSS HAIRS: 
Selected works by members of the 
Department of Art and Design, U of A 
Until Feb. 6, 


FARAWAY TRADING CO. 12403 Stony 
Plain Rd., 448-9252. Featuring Edmonton 
artist Lara Herr-photographs, graphic 
design illustrations and patil portraits. 
Authentic artifacts from Irian Jaya and 
Kalimantan including Asmat war shields, 
spears, figurines, Maro bark paintings. 
Balinese signature masks by others master 
mask carvers Nyoman Stiawan & Made 
Hartawan. Metal sculpture by Red Deer 
artist Nancy Ror. Decorated ostrich Eggs by 
BC artist Diane Roux. One of a kind items 
from the Amazon, Brazil. 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave., 432-7535. 
Slavey Indian Beaded leather and canvas 
belts by Anna Carter. Until Feb. 25. 


GALLERY 124 10240-124 St., 488- 
4575. Tue-Sat 10am-5 pm, Sun 11am- 
3pm. FORMF: Photographs by Chris 
Stambough. Using light and shadow to 
create a sense of mystery to the feminine 
figures. Until Feb. 2. 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16, 
Spruce Grove, 962-9505. Group exhibi- 
tion, gallery artists. 

GRIFFIN & POULIN GALLERIES 5123-51 
Ave., Drayton Valley, AB., 542-9201. 
Landscape paintings by Gene Prokop: real- 
ism, impressionism, abstract. 

GMCC City Centre Campus, 10700- 
104 Ave. Mon-Sat, 9-6. Artwork by local 
artist Jill Murrin, Until Jan. 28. *jasper 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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SCULPTURE 


February 5 — March 26, 2000 


(Oro) aleelacsyals The New Republics 
February 5 — March 26, 2000 


=>-4alie)iaie)als) 


The Kitchen Gallery: 


Isla Burns: Floribunda 
February 5 — March 26, 2000 céccntrs 


The Subjective Eye: 
Photographs from the EAG Collection 
January 22 — April 26, 2000 


2 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
ph 780.422.6223 www.eag.org 


February 3-20 Theatre Network's 
Roxy Theatre 10708 - 124 Street 


Tickets 453-2440 
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Summer: cursed no more! 


‘EvaeiNeekly 


Continued from previous page 


Place, 497-4318. VISUAL LANGUAGE: 
&ZSIGNS ON THE ALPHABET: Visual 
Communication Design Program, display 
of student works. Until Jan, 28. 


HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3rd 
Floor, 10215-112 St., 426-4180. AFTER 
MOLINARI: Works by Tracy 
Susheski-examining Molinari’s paintings 
by recreating them with yarn crocheted 
into similar vertical rhythms and geomet- 
rical shapes. FRONT ROOM: PENNY JO 
BUCKNER RECENT WORK: Paintings- a sort 
of diary of her experiences. Until Feb. 5. 


IML 10822 Whyte Ave., 433-6834. 

Tue-Wed, Fri-Sat 10am-6 pm, Thu 10 

am-8 pm. KOLOURS OF KAMIKURA: 

Mixed media by BC artist Joyce 
@Gamikura. Until Feb. 14, 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St., 423-5353. 
HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR CHESS: A sculptur- 
al installation by lan Forbes. Until Jan. 29. 


THE LOOK 2824 Calgary Trail S. Mon- 
Wed & Fri-Sat 10-5:00, Thu 10-8 pm. 
Exhibition of artwork by local artist Thomas 
Love. Until Mar. 15. 


MAZZUCA Wf 82007-104 St., 414-0432. 
Gallery artists: Paul Cochrane, Rub) 
Golding, Neil McClelland, Helena Ball, 
K.C. van Tassel. 


MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 
840-112 St., 407-7152. Mon-Fri 10 am-8 
pm, Sat-Sun 1-8 pm. LOST & FOUND; 
The Immigrant Artist’ Project. Formally 
trained artists from India, Peru, Vietnam, 
former Yugoslavia, Iran, Cambodia, 
Afghanistan and China. Presented by the 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers. Until Jan. 30. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 110, 
22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., St. Albert. 
INTUITION: Elke Blodgett-ceramic sculp- 
ture; Kim Sara peers Angela 
Grootelaar-paintings; Sharon Moore- 
Foster-metal sculptures; Janna Moore- 
watercolours, Phyllis Polanski-acrylic 
paintings; Jacqueline Stehelin-drawings 
and paintings. Until Jan. 29. 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LTD. Coopers 
& Lybrand Tower, Mezz. Level, 10130-103 
St., 426-4055. New works in oil by Rob 
von Eschen, Audrey Pfannmuller and 
George Schwindt, works in acrylic by Steve 
Mitts, David Seghers, Elaine Tweedy, John 
Freeman. Water colours by Sigrid Behrens, 
Eva Bartel, Barb Brooks, Glenda Beaver, 
Cindy Barratt. Artworks in glass, soapstone 
& antler. eOxford Tower, 10235-101 St. 
Acrylics by Audrey Pfannmuller. *Westin 
Hotel, The Pradera, 10135-100 St. Pastels 
by Audrey Pfannmuller. *The Hotel 
McDonald, The Harvest Room: Acrylics by 
| eve Mitts. 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY Europa Blvd, 
2492, WEM, 444-1024. Featuring works 
by Yardley Jones, Joan Healey & Gregg 
Johnson. Acrylics by Jim Vest. Pottery by 
Blackmore Studios & Noburo Kubo. 


STUDIO #2 10435-81 Ave., 437-5846. Works 
by Dale Nigel Goble, by appointment only. 
www. telusplanet.net/public/dng23/dng.htm. 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback Kd., 
988-2266. Mon-Sat 10am-6 pm. Original works 
by: Gloria Merkler, Sabrina Olah, Leonie Poole, 
Jean Roth, Barbarra Would Schafer, lan Sheldon, 
Verna Thorp, and others. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10344-134 St, 
452-0286. Preview: www.vanderleelie.ab.ca. 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. Paintings by David 
Alexander, Bobbie Burgers, David Cantine, 
Jim Davies, Jonathan Forrest, Sky Glabush, 
James Lahey, Brent Mcintosh and Stuart 
Slind. Until Feb. 4. 


« WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 10322-83 
Ve., 451-8000. Art in the Lobby during per- 
formances of Doctor Faustus. Pastel paintings 
and mixed medium images by Bryce Missall. 
Until Jan. 29. 


WEST END 12308 Jasper Ave., 488-4892 
Tue-Fri: 9:30-5:30, Sat: 10-5. Hand painted 
miniature reproductions of NHL jerseys by 
Patrick Amiot. Paintings by Peter Shostak, 
etchings by Irene Klar. Glass face bowls by 
Mark Cibesu Until Jan. 317 


ART GALLERY & PORTFOLIOS ON-LINE KRIS- 
TEN ZUK plaza.v-wave.com/gilan/ art/kirsten.hum 
Sculptures by artist Kirsten Zuk 


SANDEE A & THE VISIONS GROUP OF 
ARTISTS members.home.net/sandeea/ 
Index.htm Formerly members of Eagle One 
Gallery in Edmonton. 


SURREAL & FANTASY OIL PAINTINGS 
ON-LINE COSMIC HORIZONS 
www.geacities.com/SoHo/Gallery/6298, 


ance 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA ORCH- 
ESIS MODERN DANCE Myer Horowitz 

CWreatre, Student’s Union Building, U of A 
Campus, 492-3615, 492-07707. FRI 28-SAT 
29 (7:30 pm): Works by established and 
emerging choreographers. TIX: $8 adv., or 
$10 @ door. 


‘Theatre 


2000 AND ONE-ACT FESTIVAL Walterdale 
Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave., 433-4659. 
Presenting one-acts from: Gifted Toes, Take a 
Bow Productions, Wilde Geese Theatre, 
Nevercantell, Bonk! Theatre Productions, 
@covery Group, Out of joint Productions, 
and Take Your Seats Theatre Co. FRI, Feb. 4, 
7 pm., SAT, Feb. 5, 1 pm. & 7 pm. TIX: $7 


adult single, $18 adult weekend pass, $5 sen- 
jor/student single, $13 senior/student week- 
end pass. 


THE ABERHART SUMMER The Citadel 
Theatre, Maclab Theatre, 425-1820. By Conni 
Masog: based on the novel by Bruce Allen 
Powe. Set against the pacidtop of William 
Aberhart’s 1935 campaign with the Social 
Credit’s bid for power, a murder mystery 
unfolds. Jan. 29-Feb. 20. 


ALPHONSE Open Space Arts Barns, 10330- 
84 Ave., 448-9000. Presented by Northern 
Light Theatre. By Wajdi Mouawad, Unable to 
move backwards into his childish fantasy 
world, Alphonse finds himself on the 
precipice of adulthood, Feb. 4-19, Thu, Fri & 
Sat @ 8 pm, Sun @ 2 pm. 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave., 449-0695. Rapid Fire Theatre. A new 
improvised comedy show-bigger, faster and 
better. Every SUN @ 8 pm until July 23, 
2000. TIX: $8, $7 students. 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 
433-3399. The Live Improvised Soap Opera. 
Every MON night @ 8 pm, until May 29, 2000. 
TIX: $8 or $5 with your Varscona T-shirt. 


DOCTOR FAUSTUS Waiterdale Playhouse, 
10322-83 Ave., 432-2166, 451-8000. By 
Christopher Marlowe. The timeless tale of the 
man who trades his soul to the devil in 
exchange for infinite knowledge and power. 
Jan. 27-29 @ B pm. TIX: $10-12 adults, $8- 
10 senior/students. 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH McDougall United 
Church, 10025-101 St., 439-7311(St 
Stephen's College). By Christopher Levan. 
Part of the Keeping the Spirit Alive Series. Set 
in the sanctuary of St. Winifred’s United 
Church on the eve of the Millennium, Enough 
is Enough poses challenging questions about 
faith, ethics and forgiveness, FRI, Jan. 28. TIX: 
$12.50 @ door or adv. 


GET SMARTER |ubilations Dinner Theatre, 
WEM Phase Ill, 484-2424. Calling all Control 
agents! You are ordered to return to headquar- 
ters for a very important evening. The Chief is 
ready to retire and Max will take over the reins 
as head of Control! We will all enjoy an evening 
of fine dining. Feb. 4-Apr. 9. 


JACQUES BREL 1S ALIVE AND WELL AND 
LIVING IN PARIS Festival Place, Telus Theatre, 
464-2852. Presented by the Festival Players. 
Musical Theatre. A revival of the cabaret style 
revue, rooted in a European Music Hall tradi- 
tion. Jacques Brel consists of 27 of Brel’s haunt- 
tig sang: FRI, Feb, 4-S, 7:30 pm. TIX: $18 
cabaret seating, $15 adult, $10 kids/senior. 


JEKYLL & HYTE THE BROADWAY TOUR 
8249-114 St., 431-8775, 431-1122. Give the 
Gift of Life: Dr. Jekyll will treat donors to an 
‘impromptu’ sampling of selections from the 
musical playing @ the Jubilee Auditorium, 
TUE, Feb. 1, 11 am. 


MELODRAMIX Festival Place, Sherwood 
Park, 449-FEST (3378). Firelight Theatre 
every SUN (7:30 pm), comedy and an 
improvised soap opera. 


MUMP & SMOOT IN SOMETHING ELSE 
WITH ZUG Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St., 
453-2440. Presented by Theatre Network. 
The clown of horrors first fully mounted new 
show in over five years. Mump & Smoot are 
frustrated with their individual limitations and 
the limitations of their relationbship. Feb. 3- 
20, Tue-Sat, 8 pm, Sun Mat @ 2 pm (no per- 
formance Tue, Feb. 8). 


OVER THE EDGE WITH 4-PLAY cata- 
lyst@compusmart.ab.ca 8529-103 St., 431- 
1750. Four new plays written, directed, 
designed, performed, reviewed and awarded 
in 15 short hours. FRI, Jan. 28. TIX: $28 sin- 

le, $150 sponsor an artist and receive 2 TIX 
‘or the day and evening. 


PTERODACTYLS The Roxy Theatre, 10708- 
124 St., 420-1757. Presented by the 
Edgewise Ensemble. By Nicky Silver. A fast- 
paced comedy with a doomed wedding, a 
deadly disease, a dinosaur in the living room 
and a family that just can’t cope. This con- 
temporary Satire balances tragedy with out- 
rageous farce. Until Jan. 29, 8 pm. 


2000: A ROCK ‘N ROLL ODYSSEY 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 483-4051. Sequel 
to Poodle Skirts to Platform Shoes. More than 
100 pop, rock and country hits. Until Feb. 
13. TIX: $29 for dinner and show. 


OH SUZANNA Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave., 433-3399. Produced by Stewart 
Lemoine, Suzanna Petchuli and Telel.atinoj. 
Plays one SAT of month, PA for specific dates. 
SAT, Jan. 29, 11 pm. until July, 


SPACE WARS EPISODE Vil Celebrations 
Dinner Theatre, O’Aces Entertainment Hotel, 
13103 Fort Rd., 478-2971. Written and 
directed by Kamilla Reid. Join Ham Solo, Luke 
Speedwalker and the gang in this hilarious 
musical comedy that’s out of this world. Held 
over until Feb. 5. 


SYLVIA Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 
433-3399, ext. 3. Presented by Shadow 
Theatre. By A. R. Burney. From the author 
of Love Letters, a modern romantic comedy 
about a marriage and a dog. When Gre: 
brings home a stray dog named Sylvia that 
he found in the park, little does he know 
that it will threaten his relationship with his 
wife Kate. Until Jan, 30. TUE: 8 pm, $12 
two for one; WED & THU: 8 pm, $12; SAT 
Mat: 2 pm pay what you dare; SUN Mat: 2 
px $12. Students, seniors, Equity mem- 
ers: $10 any performance. 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329- 
83 Ave., 448-0695. Rapid Fire Theatre. 
Edmonton's longest running comedy show. 
Every FRI @ 11 pm until July 28, 2000. TIX: 
$8, $7 for students. 


T-REX & THE VALLEY OF THE LOST SOUL 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM Phase Ill, 
484-2424. Sometime in the 50’s, in a haunt- 
ed prairie valley, Dr. Digby has unearthed a T. 
Rex. But something else has been unleashed 
at the same time. t is it? A ghost? A 
mummy? Or an elaborate hoax created by 
those who would like to cash in on the Doc’s 
discovery? Until Jan. 30, 2000. 


Stephen Heatley 
finally directs 
Edmonton's 
unluckiest play 

By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


irector Stephen Heatley 

remembers the ominous feel- 

ing that descended upon 
him back in January of 1999 as he 
travelled to Calgary for 
the first day of 
rehearsals for the 
playRites produc- 
tion of The Aberhart 
Summer. “1 was driving,” he says, 
“and | was thinking, ‘I could get 
killed on the road...’ It wasn’t until I 
arrived at the theatre, and saw all 
the actors were there that | thought, 
‘Okay... We're all right. This is going 
to happen.” 

You can’t blame Heatley for feel- 
ing a little paranoid. The story of his 
campaign to bring Conni Massing’s 
adaptation of Bruce Allen Powe’s 
novel to the Edmonton stage is part 
soap opera and part farce—as one 
attempted production after another 
fell apart, it seemed as though the 
play had somehow fallen victim to 
the same curse that kept Susan Lucci 
from winning a daytime Emmy or 
the Boston Red Sox from winning a 
World Series. (Jeff Haslam once 
referred to the play as “Edmonton's 
longest-running gag.”) 

The saga begins back in 1991, 
when Heatley (then serving as artis- 
tic director of Theatre Network) sug- 
gested Massing try her hand at 
writing a stage version of Powe’s 
novel, a murder mystery set against 
the backdrop of the 1935 ascendan- 
cy of “Bible Bill” Aberhart’s Social 
Credit party. The book’s vivid evoca- 
tion of one of the most colourful 
periods in Alberta history had 
always appealed to Heatley, and 
Massing’s ambitious adaptation was 
slotted as the flagship show of The- 
atre Network's 1992-3 season—until 
the roof fell in. 

“We had set up what the board 
had approved for the budget, based 
on soft revenue figures, what was 
for Theatre Network a very expen- 
sive show,” Heatley says. “And 
somewhere, about halfway through 
the fiscal year, the general manager 
and the board got frightened that 
we weren't going to be able to meet 
other soft figures. And I mean, the 
company was always in debt, we 
were continually chasing an accu- 
mulated deficit, and they felt we 
were going to run another debt and 
it was going to sink the company.” 


Network pre-empts 
regular schedule 


Heatley disagreed, arguing that not 
only could the season’s budget be 
rearranged to accommodate the 








large-scale show, but that can- 
celling the production would be a 
damaging blow to the theatre’s 
reputation and credibility with 
audiences. (He was correct on that 
last score: it was several seasons 
before Network was steady on its 
feet again.) 

“It was the time of Brian Mul- 
roney, and there were so many 
companies on our scale that were 
shrinking and shrinking and | felt 
we were all standing on the brink 
of becoming insig- 
nificant. And I 
thought I would 
rather roll the 
dice on something 
that felt big and bold—with 10 
actors and choral stuff and a live 
score—to go out big, or turn 
things around.” 

The board didn’t buy Heatley's 
argument. The show was cancelled, 
and Heatley, after 11 and a half 
years with the company, decided to 
resign. As he saw it, he had no 
other choice. Staying on, Heatley 
says, would have symbolized 
“cleaning up someone else’s mess.” 

Heatley's position was filled by 
Ben Henderson, who scheduled The 
Aberhart Summer for the following 
season, but again, financial prob- 
lems caused the show to be with- 
drawn from the schedule. A 
workshop production in Fort 
Macleod followed in 1994, directed 
by David Mann, but by then Heat- 
ley had all but given up hope of 
ever directing the show. 


Null and Floyd 


Until 1998, that is, when the 
Citadel's artistic director, Duncan 
McIntosh, placed Heatley in charge 
of finding and developing “new 
plays of scale” that would be suit- 
able for the Citadel’s stage. Heatley 
tentatively suggested The Aberhart 
Summer, and Mcintosh agreed. “It 
was a funny thing, though,” Ieatley 
says. “Even in this incarnation, 
there was a point where it looked 
like again it wouldn’t happen. It was 
Duncan who said, ‘Let’s do it.’ And 
then | went away for a month, and I 
come back and | find out Duncan is 
gone, and | just went, you know, 
‘Holy shit...!’” Luckily, McIntosh 
was replaced by Bob Baker, whose 
grandfather Floyd was an Alberta 
MLA in 1935S, and who enthusiasti- 
cally agreed to finally allow Heatley 
to stage the play for an Edmonton 
audience. 

Oddly, the play’s checkered past 
has turned into its strongest pres- 
ent-day asset. Not only is the fact 
that Edmonton's most celebrated 
theatrical curse is finally being bro- 
ken an irresistible marketing hook, 
but as Heatley notes, “If we’d done 
it in 1993 like we were supposed to 
at Theatre Network, the number of 
people who'd actually have seen it 
versus the people who will see it 


Pe Ed __| 





CHOREOGRAPHY BY: 
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ley or his theatrical 
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Stephen Heatley 


now—it’s ten times the audience. 

“Plus, | think that now, it’s a 
much better play. Conni has matured 
as a playwright and I’ve matured as a 
director, and we both realized that 
it’s more interesting not to be able to 
point your finger at the characters 
and say, ‘These are the villains.’” 


The Massing link 


Another result of The Aberhart Sum- 
mer’s delayed Edmonton premiere is 
something of a wintertime Conni 
Massing glut at the Citadel; Work- 
shop West premieres her new new 
play, Homesick, in the Rice theatre in 
February. Jeff Page appears in both 
productions, and says Massing’s 
background as a poet is part of what 
gives her plays their power. “What | 
love so much about her writing,” he 
says, “is that she’s always treading on 
surrealism, She has such a strong 
sense of the poetry and detail in the 
everyday, the way things are 
described: ‘A red ball of sun dissolved 
the familiar images of trees and 
houses into the Wobbly outlines of 
mirage.’ You can see it. She’s so great 
at that kind of dramatic language.” 
In Aberhart, Page plays Albert 
Roothe, a young politician who 
buys into the Social Credit party 
hook, line and sinker, and one of 
the play’s many achievements is the 
way Massing captures the evangeli- 
cal fervor of the Social Credit move- 
ment—“What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus” is the play’s unofficial theme 
song. “We talked about this a lot in 
rehearsal,” Page says. “We can’t go 
in and treat Social Credit as a bunch 
of bad guys out to boondoggle the 
people. They actually wanted to 
help, and I think that’s where Albert 
is coming from. He actually wants 
to help. It just so happens that this 
tragedy in his personal life [it’s the 
apparent suicide of Albert's brother 
that sets the play’s plot in motion] 
happens right at the time when he’s 
finding his own voice. His dilemma 
is the timing of everything.” 7 * 
Fortunately, now that The Aber- 
hart Summer is-about to make its 
Edmonton debut, bad timing is no 
longer a dilemma for Stephen: 
al dream proje 
“| don’t think of it as a curse a 
more,” Heatley says. “| think 
more as destiny." 


he 
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$ Upto $10 per* 
$$  $10-20 per 


$$$  $20-30 per 


$$$$ 30per&up 
* Price per person, before tax & tip 
BREW PUBS 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482- 
4677) Extensive menu selection. 14 


different types of beer brewed on site. 


brewery tours available. $$ 


Taps Brewpub & Eatery (3921 
Calgary Trail S., 944-0523) Our exclu- 
sive Microbrewed Ales and lagers are 
produced in our site brewery (Brew- 
tours with your glass). 


CAFES 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 
eecleg, 211, 10130-103 St., 944- 
9693) Designer sandwiches, latte, 
cappuccino, great coffee, & fabulous 
desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


ne Bagels Cafe on Whyte 
(10460-82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for 
breakfast, lunch, or for a latte or cap- 
puccino after a night out. Check out 
our patio for the hot summer days. $ 


Breadstick Cafe (10159-Whyte Ave., 
448-5998) Open 24 hours. Licensed. 
Catering. $ 


Cafe La Gare (8104-103 St., 433- 
5138; 10308A-81 Ave., 439-2969) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a 
winning rnedley of culinary delights 
ineludig vegetarian fare, hearty sal- 
ads, grilled sandwiches, and fresh 
baked goods. $ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Featuring fine french cuisine— 
quiches, tortes and crepes a ia 
mamandine. Live music Fri & Sat $ 


Cappuccino Affair (12808-137 Ave., 
Palisades Square, 457-0709) Friendly 
staff, home-like atmosphere, fireplace, 
loveseat groupings. Light breakfast, 
lunch or night-time snack. $ 


The Commissary (11750-Jasper Ave., 
488-9019) A large selection of fresh 
sandwiches, salads, soups, casseroles 
and desserts,.to.stay or to. go. $ 
Expressionz Café, Market & 

Meeting Place (9142 - 118 Ave, 
471-9125) Live entertainment Fri & 
Sat. Artists giftshop. $ 


lees Too Cafe (10116-124 St., 
488-1553) Good home style cooking 
in a relaxed environment. Smokers 
always welcome. $ 


Juliano’s Restaurant & Cappuccino 
Bar (11121-Fast lunches served 
Trattoria style with a more relaxed 
dinner atmosphere. A great place to 
meet friends! $$ 


Katmandu Coffee Cafe (201, 10 
McKenney Ave., St. Albert, 419-3550) 








A European coffee bar atmosphere in 
St. Albert. 


La Piazza (104588-82 Ave., 433- 
3512) Speciality & European coffee, 
breakfast buns & bagels, home-made 
soups, sandwiches, bagel melts, 
lasagna. 


Makapakafe (13042-50 St., 413- 
4165) No place like it in NE. 
Edmonton. A huge variety of special 
coffee, nachos, sandwiches, wraps. $ 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930- 
4060) Fast, fun and for the family. 
Featuring daily breakfast, lunch & din- 
ner buffet and a delightful A La Carte 
menu. $-$$ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar 
(8211-111 St., 433-4390) Great eats 
& drinks in a comfortable atmos- 
phere. Daily liquor and food specials, 
Catering. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488- 
1505) The original tea café. Huge 
selection of premium loose tea. Sit, 
sip and savour! Great gift ideas, awe- 
some desserts and light lunches. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433- 
8369) The esoteric & eclectic cafe Full 
espresso bar, fresh baking daily. Daily 
hot specials. Live entertainment. 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 

201, 10150 Jasper Ave.) Muffins and 

pees freshly made at our on-site 
akery. $ 


CAJUN 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. 
Albert, 460-8772) Worth the drive to 
sample some of the best Jambalaya 
and Gumbo in the province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) 
Funky-style restaurant in an old-style 
diner on Whyte Ave. $$ 


Louisiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 
420-6779) Higher-end style of cook- 
ing from the Bayou & great atmos- 

phere. $$ 


FRENCH CUISINE 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Fine french cuisine. 
Entertainment night: Fri & Sat. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420- 
6656) Award-winning Edmonton 
institution -without-haute price. $ 


Three Muskateers (10416 - 82 Ave., 
437-4239) Come and try our tradi- 
tional French cuisine at an affordable 
price in a unique setting. Patio now 
open! $$ 


GREEK 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., 
next to Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The 
most authentic Greek food in 
Edmonton, prepared by the original 
Yianni himself. 


Symposium on Whyte (10439-82 
Ave., 2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative 
Greek cuisine in a beautiful open set- 


Micro Brewery 


Join us for Wing Night 
_ Tuesday Nights 
18¢ Wings: 4pm - Midnight 


Voted Best Brew Pub in Vue Weekly’ 


ian 11620 - 104 Ave, * 482-HOPS mam 





ting overlooking Whyte Ave. $-$$ 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant 
(16313-111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the 
Greek Islands in Edmonton. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444- 
82 Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek 
food, belly dancing, and the friendly 
staff create a fun and boisterous 
atmosphere $$ 


IRISH PUB 


O’Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte 
Ave. 414-6766) We serve a variety of 
pub food, all hand-made with care 
and pride. From our homemade fish 
‘n’ chips to our near famous Irish 
breakfast. Our menu changes daily, so 
please come in & indulge in the expe- 
rience. $-$$ 


ITALIAN 


Bruno’s Italian Restaurant (9914-89 
Ave., 433-8161) Quiet, family-style 
dining and one of Edmonton's best 
kept secrets. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) 
Boticelli paintings serve as a nice 
backdrop in establishment offering 
the best pasta selections in town. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 St., 
439-8466) Good, affordable, restau- 
rant off campus. $ 


Frank’s Place-Pacific Fish (10020-101 
A Ave., 422-0282) Situated 1/2 block 
from Churchill Square and Summer 
Festival Fun!! An extensive Italian and 
seafood menu and friendly efficient 
service ensure a return visit. $ -$$$ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 
St., 426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a 
song-featuring Giovanni himself when 
he breaks into a heart-stopping aria. 
$$ 

Il Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with 
fresh imaginative dishes. $$$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 
178 St., Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) 
Relaxing Italian dining. From pastas 


such as fettuccine alfredo to dishes 
such as steak Diane. 
Shecky’s (7623 Argyl! Rd., 426-8983 


& 10310-103 St., 424-8657) Real 
food, real fast. Terrific Italian Dishes. 
Soups/salads/sandwiches made from 
scratch. Call ahead for reservations. $ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) 
In the heart of Little Italy, serves deli- 
cious authentic Italian fare. $$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (10612- 
82 Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) 
Authentic Italian cooking. Tantalizing 
appetizers, pizzas, calzones, pasta, 
sandwiches and entrees. $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220- 
103 St., 422-6088) Heaping plates of 
re served with their patented 
thick, tasty sauce. $$ 


Tony Roma’s (11730 Jasper Ave., 
488-1971) Great barbecue chicken 
and ribs with lots of food on your 
plate. $$ 


Zenari’s on Ist (10117-101 St., 425- 
6151) Enjoy eclectic italian food in an 
intimate funky atmosphere. Dinner or 
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Golden Fork Awards 
Thank you to all who 
voted for us! 













=the 
haeeeeg -§ 


drinks - featuring live jazz every week- 
end. Wheelchair accessible. $ 


JAPANESE 


Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) 
Cozy Restaurant featuring a choice 
selection of meals from the Land of 
the Rising Sun. $$ 


Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) 
The oldest Japanese restaurant in 
Edmonton for a good reason. $ 


Osaka (10511-82 Ave., 944-1388) 
Good affordable sushi and other 
authentic specialities on Whyte Ave. 


MALAYSIAN 


The Library Bistro & Bar (11113-87 
Ave., 439-4981) Enjoy our new spicy, 
exotic dishes from Singapore. Go 
downstairs to experience placid 
ambiance in our Lounge. $ 


MEXICAN 


Julio”s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431- 
0774) Hearty dishes in a trendy 
neighbourhood, perfect for your next 
fiesta. $ 


Lone Star Cafe (11811 Jasper Ave., 
488-4330) Canada’s only authentic 
Texas Restaurant. $$ 


Senor Frog’s (10045-109 St., 429- 
FROG) Good food in a party mood! 
Restaurant Bar & Grill. Innovative 
Mexican cuisine. $ 


PASTRY SHOP 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988- 

9312) Quality french breads and pas- 
tries. Also serving sandwiches, quiches 
an specialty coffee. $ 


PIZZA 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 433- 
3865) Neatly tucked away on Whyte, 
offers tasty slices every time. Best 
Pizza Edmonton Journal, 1996, 97; 
Edmonton Journal 4-star rating. Take 
advantage of their free delivery. $$ 


Miami Pizza (8424-109 St., 433- 
0723 or 433-7733) Delivering savoury 
pizza since 1985,-offers both round 
crust and square deep-dish pizza. 
Dine in, free delivery, $2 take-out dis- 
count. Full menu at www.miami 
pizza.net. $ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin's 
Inn, 2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood 
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Park. 467-1234) “More than worth 
the trip.” Sherwood Park's best pizza 
for over 15 years. Unbelievable daily 
specials to complement our full 
menu! $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433- 
5205) World famous pizza since 
1970. Made with fresh ingredients 
and no preservatives. Try our Popeye, 
it's our speciality. We also offer small 
dishes for individuals. $ 


PUBS 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 
St. & Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre-3rd 
Level; West Edmonton Mall near 
Entrance #8) Your comfort spot, with 
a great selection of British favourites— 
appetizers, burgers, salads and of 
course the finest British & Canadian 
beer and single-malt scotch. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., 
Mayfield Inn & Suites Hotel) 
Comfortable, cozy after-hours enter- 
tainment. ‘60s-’80s music at its very 
best Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 
424-7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom 
martinis, 15+ single-malt scotch col- 
lection, evening steak sandwich spe- 
cials and selection of craft beers all in 
an environment conducive to relax- 
ation! $-$$ 


Nathan’s Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper 
Ave., 421-4651) Great food-large 
servings and value for your money. $ 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 
Ave., 471-3526) Edmonton’s only car- 
ribean & continental sports bar. 
Featuring 11 flavours of wings and 
the best jerk chicken in the city. Daily 
specials. Sun,Mon: WWF Wrestling 
Nite; Wed: karaoke; Fri: Carribean 
Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (1001 2- 
101A Ave., 8770-170 St., 10341-82 
Ave., 5004-98 Ave.) For a taste of the 
good old times, come on in and try 
our British and continental menu. 
Recently revised with nearly 20 new 
dishes, we'll have something to tempt 
your tastebuds! Try a vegetarian que 
sadilla or Chicken Cordon Bleu sand- 
wich, or if you're feeling a little 
British, you can’t go wrong with Steak 
nm’ Kidney Pie or our ultimate halibut 
& chips! Daily specials also offered. $- 
$$ 
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SPECIAL BONUS! 
Watching this movie 
can earn you credits 


toward a University, .# 


Degree! 


or go to our websites 
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“Horror is about confronting the unknown. 
In this case, the unknown are outside trying * 
..to get in, and the unknown are the 
Estrangers by our side.’ 


_  Wwww.accesstv .ab.ca 
= www.accesslearning.com Te EilucahonStation © 
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4 
A 
4 
2 
Taken from comments by - 
Jacques Benoit, 
~. Host and Course Developer 
» for Athabasca University 
and Grant MacEwan 
Community College : 


a ~ If you would like a complete transcript 
of Jacques’ comments or more 
information on how to enroll in 
a course call 1 888 440 4640 
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“/LISTEN TO 
LIVE Uord 


GOLDEN 
[BEARS 


HOCKEY 
COVERAGE 
ONLY ON 


CJSR 


vad FRILJAN 28 6:50 PM 
BEARS vs. SASKATCHEWAN 
FRI.FEB4 7:20PM 
BEARS vs. UBC 
FRI. FEB 11 6:00 PM 
BEARS vs. BRANDON 
FRI.FEB 18. 7:20 PM 
BEARS vs. REGINA 





-¢ UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
EVENTS, CURRENT 
AFFAIRS AND NEWS ON 


UNEWS 


EVERY MONDAY 
AT 5:00 PM ON 


CJSR FM88... 
RADIO AT THE TOP 
“| OF THE CLASS! 




















For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or e-mail 
listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 


omedy 


YUK YUK’S Every TUE: A Night with 
Improv. Every WED: Hypnotist Sebastion 
Steel. THU 27-SAT 29: Ron Vaudry- 
Toronto, Kevin Stobo-Calgary, THU 27- 
FRI 28: Dave Copeman-Vancouver. SAT 
29: Billy Cowen-Edmonton. 


isplays/Museums 


THE ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF REGIS- 
TERED NURSES MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 
11620-168 St., 453-0534. A new permanent 
display honouring the contributions of 
Canada’s nursing sisters during the Second 
World War. Includes photggrapts albums and 
biographies, uniforms, medals and artifacts. 
Ongoing. 8:30 am-4:30 pm Mon-Fri. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5S km 
North on Hwy 60, 987-3054. Authentic 
Japanese garden, nature trail, 80 acres of 
connected gardens. 


EDMONTON SPACE & SCIENCE CEN- 
TRE 451-3344. IMAX Theatre, Margaret 
Zeidler Star Theatre; Exhibit Galleries, live 
science demonstrations. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen Park, 
1901 House, Walterdale Hill, 496-2966. TiM- 
BER TO TOWNSHIPS: John Walter and the 
lumber Industry at the turn of the century. 


THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT 
MUSEUM FOUNDATION Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 10440-108 Ave., 421-9943 
Two galleries dedicated to the history of 
Edmonton’s own infantry regiment. 
Pictures, documents aideniacs depicting 
all aspects of recruiting, training and over- 
seas service. Open TUE-FRI. 


MCKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 Ave., 
422-1970. Archives and Museum located 
along the river valley on the Heritage Trait 
Stroll in the Victorian-era Park 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A 
St., 496-8755. BREAKING WINTER’S 
SPELL: Enter a magical kingdom and 
feast your eyes on the unmistakable 
signs of spring. Until Feb. 6. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845- 102 Ave., 453-9100, 453- 

9131, www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. *1st SUN of 
ea month, 1-4 pm: Aboriginal Pertormers, 
Upper lounge or learning circle. «3rd SUN of ea 
month, 1-4 pm: Aboriginal Artisans: Learning 
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circle, Syncrude Gallery. *Every SAT, 3 pm, 
Aboriginal Videos, learning Circle, Syncrude 
Gallery, *SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEO- 
PLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 500 gen- 
erations, people of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Permanent exhibit. *8UG ROOM; Permanent 
live invertebrate display. *B/G BEAR FAIR: THE 
WORLD'S LARGEST TEDDY BEAR PARTY: Teddy 
bears and toys from all over the world. Until 
Feb. 21. * Open 9 am-5 pm daily. TIX: $6.50 
adult; $5.50 senior; $3 youth (7-17); kids 6 and 
under free; $15 family; half-price Tues. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 427-3995 
Costumed interpreters recreate daily house- 
hold activities. Open Tue-Sun 12-5 pm, TIX: 
$2 adults, $1.50 youth/senior, $5 family, kids 
6 & under free 


VALLEY ZOO 13315 Buena Vista Rd., 496- 
6911. Combining the fun of nursery rhymes 
with the beauty of animals. 9:30 am-6 pm. 


ids stuff 


CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Ave., 496- 
7090. *Every THU, Until Mar. 23 (10:30 am), 
3-5 yrs, Pre-school Storytime SAT 5 (2 pm). 
Puppet Play: Little Bear’s Valentine. 


CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 
Beaumaris Mall, 15333 Castle Downs Rd., 
496-1804. *Every WED: until Feb. 9, 3-5 yrs 
(10:30 am): Pre-school Storytime. 


CASTLE DOWNS YMCA FAMILY COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 476-9622, ext. 228. Every TUE, THU & 
FRI, 6-8 pm, youth drop in centre, $3 for non- 
members, picture ID required, 13-17 yrs. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223. *CHILDREN’S 
GALLERY: FLOCKS OF FOUND THINGS: FOUND 
OBJECTS IN ART; Shiny, cool, smooth and oval - 
is it a spoon or is it art? Hands-on exhibit by 
Cornelia Osztovitis. Until May 28. *Every SUN 
(1-4 pm): Something on Sundays. *Action- 
packed art classes for kids and youth. 


EDMONTON MUSICAL THEATRE Wilbeck 
Building, Lower Floor, 10835-124 St., 455- 
3353. Adult & Junior (8-14 yrs) musical 
Theatre classes-fall & winter. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE Market & Meeting 
Place, 9142-118 Ave., 471-9125. Last SAT 
ea. month: The Time Flies-music for kids of 
all ages. SAT 29 (11:30 am-1:30 pm): the 
Time Flies-music for kids of all ages. 


HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 Ave, 
496-1806. *Every TUE (10:1Sam-2 pm), 3-5 
Ys, until Feb. 15, Crafty Storytime. *Every 

HU (10:15 am): until Feb. 17, 2 yrs to start, 
Totally Twos. 


Anywhere in Alberta, you can look to 

ONE TV station to find your favourite "> 
Movies Worth Watching, answers 

to the questions that concern you with 
HELP! tv, and the best in 


classicTV, 


Learning and Jobs News, 


documentaries, 


and shows for all ages. 


ONLY 


Ter eeszsoes 


fers 
ON YOUR ‘ 
EDUCATION 
STATION 


And watching them 
‘can earn you credits! 


Channel 9 - Edmonton 
www.accesstv.ab.ca 
www.accesslearning.com 








IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave,, 
*496-1808. *Time for Twos, Every TUE 
(10:15 am) 2 yrs, Feb. 1-29. *Storytime every 
WED(10:15 am), 3-5 yrs., Feb. 2-Mar. 1. 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 St., 
496-1810. *Every TUE: until Feb, 1 (10:15- 
10:45 am), 2 yrs with adult, Time for Twos. 
*Every WED: until Feb 16 (11-11:30 am 4-5 yr 
olds, 1:15-1:45 pm 3 yr olds) Pre-school 
Storytime. SAT 29 (2 pm): Everyone Loves a 
Mystery, 7 yrs +. pre-register. 


LESSARD LIBRARY 6104-172 Street, 496- 
1871. *Every TUE (2-2:30 pm) 3-5 yrs, Pre- 
school Storytime. *Every WED 10-10:30 am) 
3-5 yrs, Pre-school Storytime. *Every THU (7- 
7:30 pm) 3-5 yrs, Pre-school Storytime. 
*Every THU (10-10:30 am) 2 yrs old, Time for 
Twos (for six weeks). *Every THU (11-11:30 
am) 12-24 months with adult, for six weeks, 
Baby Laptime. 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY 110 
Londonderry Mall, 137 Ave., 66 St., 496- 
1814. Every TUE (10:15 am & 2 pm) 4-5 yrs 
old, Pre-school Storytime. *Every WED 
(10:15): Pre-School Storytime. No programs 
Mar. 28-29. SAT 5: Junior Stamp Club (10- 
11;30 am); Exhibiting. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY 601 Mill 
Woods Town Centre, 2331-66 St., °496- 
1818. *Every TUE (2:15-2:45 pm); 3-5 yrs, 
until Feb. 15. Pre-school Storytime seven 
WED (2:15-2:45 pm); 3-5 yrs, until Feb, 15, 
Pre-school Storytime. 


PROFILES GALLERY 110 Grandin Park 
Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., St. 
Albert, 460-4310. SAT 29: Annie 
Liebowiwwz: Bring in pictures of yourself, 
your family, friends, pets and create your 
own photo album, 


THE SECOND STORY Mill Woods Town 
Centre, 2331-66 St., 413-6971, STORY 
TIME: FRI 28 (10:30 am): Mariel Dagot. SAT 
29 (11 am): Joanne DeValois (1;30 pm): 
Susan Pickering. TUE 1 (10:30 am); Jay 
Smith. FAMILY CRAFTS: SAT 29 (11:30 am). 
*Every SAT, 2:30 pm: Youth Writing Club 
meet for an hour. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
Shopping Centre, 496-1822. *Every WED, 
Until Feb, 23, 10:15-10:45 am, 3-5 yrs, Pre- 
school Storytime. *Every THU: until Feb. 24, 
10:15-10:45 am, Time tor Twos. *Every FRI 
until Apr. 14, 10:15-10:45 am. no class Mar. 31 
Drop-in Family Storytime. SAT 5 (10-11:30 
am): Junior Stamp Club: Exhibiting, 


SPRUCEWOOD LIBRARY 11555-95 St., 
496-7099. SAT 5 (2 pm): West Your Whistle- 
explore the wonders of water with song, sto- 
ries & puppets. all ages. 


STANLEY A, MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 496-7000, *Every FRI 
(10:30 am) 2-5 yrs, Drop-in Film Program 


STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 St., 496- 
1828. *Every TUE (10:30 am) Pre-school 
Storytime, 3-5 yrs. 


THE TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE 
10437-83 Ave., 433-1010. Set in the original Old 
Strathcona Telephone Exchange Building (1912). 


VALLEY ZOO 133 Buena Vista Rd. (87 Ave.), 
496-6911. Open every day, indoor and out- 
door exhibits. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 Ave., 
496-1830. *Every WED (10:30-11 am): Until 
Mar 1. Pre-School Storytime, 3-5 yrs. *Every 
THU (10:15-10:35 am) until Mar. 2, Time for 
Twos. *pre-register. 


ectures/Meetings 


ALLIANCE FRANCAISE D'EDMONTON 
La Cite Francophone, Rm 48, 8527 rue 
Marie-Anne Gaboury, 91 St., 469-0399. 
Every THU, 7-9 pm: Deen French con- 
versation. $35 yrly membership, $25 stu- 
dents/seniors, $45 family. 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 450-5257 
(days, 431-0060 (evenings). SUN 30 (2 pm): 
chin Jones and Steve Law, recently returned 
from the war-torn South American country of 
Colombia, will talk about their experiences 
adn show a video about the work of Peace 
Brigatdes International. Free admission. 


ASSOCIATION FOR SAFE ALTERNA- 
TIVES IN CHILDBIRTH (ASAC) 9924- 
106 St., $m 203, 425-7993. WED 2 (7:30 
pm): CHILDBIRTH FILM & INFORMATION 
NIGHT: Gentle Birth Choices, quest midwife: 
Bev O’Brien. Fre admission. 


BLOOMING PRAIRIE blooming@oanet.com. 
NAIT, 471-6248. SAT 29 (9-noon): Growing 
and Using Medicinal and Culinary Herbs- 
instructor: Katie Benschop, $35. 


EDMONTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 





Mahatma Gandhi was 
assassinated on January 
30, 1948; you can mark 
the 52nd anniversary of 
that violent event at 
City Hall this Satuday at 
7 p.m. by attending 
Gandhi Remembrance 
Day. Rev. Bruce Miller 
will deliver the invoca- 
tion, while Dr. Horst 
Schmid and Rev. Rob 
Hankinson (of the 
World Parliament of 
Religions) offers his 
reflections on the slain 
leader. A candlelight 
ceremony will follow. 


Provincial Museum, 460-1678. MON 31 
(7:30 PM): Rick los, Director of Horticulture 
at Butchard Gardens: Pushing The Limits on 
Horticulture. EHS members free, non-mem- 
bers $2 @ door. 


MARCHING ALUMNI CONNECTING 
EDMONTON (MACE) Whyte Ave., Boston 
Pizza, Party Room, 10854-82 Ave., 488-3835. 


MEDICARE INFORMATION SESSION 
10139-87 Ave., 415-1803, 415-1802. WED 2 
(7 pm): Pam Barrett and Raj Pannu host. 
Guest speaker: Heather Smith-president 
United Nursees of Alberta. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY 601 Mill 
Woods Town Centre, 2331-66 St., "4961822. 
eTake the Terror Out of Our Technology, sev- 
eral sessions per month, 2-3 pm or 7-8 pm 
all ages, *pre-register. 


MULTLIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY Victory 
Centre, 11203-70 St., 452-4661. *Second 
and last THU of every month a support 
group for spouses and partners of people 
who live with Multiple Sclerosis. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORK- 
ING GROUP Edmonton Chamber of 
Commerce, 600, 10123-99 St., W. door, 
426-4620. FRI 28 (6;45 am-8:30 am): 
peered Anne B. McEwen: Putting Your Best 
oot Forward at Networking Events. $1. FRI 4 
(6:45-8:30 am): Ted Greer-The Psychology 
of Event Planning and How to Impact Your 
Clients, Suppliers and Staff. $1. 


PROXY Beulah Alliance Church, 17504-98 A 
Ave., 486-4010, ext. 322. *Every SAT, 7 pm: 
Young Adult Community estoy to develop 
Christ-centered community and learn by fac- 
ing situations (18-30 yr old spiritual seeker). 


SPIRIT LINKS 487-7310. SAT 5: Women’s 
Spirit Circles present: Crafting Our Lives. 
Explroe the sacred roots of weaving, 
embroidery and quilting. 

TOASTMASTERS MEETING *Metronet Tower, 
7th Fl, 444-4389 (evenings). Every TUES 
(noon): conquer your fear of public speaking. 
*Telecommunicators Toastmaster. 
Downtown, 450-3653. Scared silly of public 
speaking? Join the Club! WED, noon. *WEST 
END TOASTMASTER MEETING, 10451-170 St., 
3rd Fl boardroom, central elevator, 472-4911. 
Every TUE: (7-10 pm) Communication, Personal 
Growth and Leadership Communication 
involves listen skills, giving appropriate 
feedback as well as public speaking. No charge 
for quests. 


TRUC LAM BUDDHIST MONASTERY 
11328-97 St. *Every FRI, 6:30-7:30 pm. 
Learn Buddhist meditation and relaxation 
techniques. Free, non-denominational 
classes taught in English. 


TALL KLUB Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 
Ave., http://members.home.net/c.kruger/. 
SAT 29 (8 pm): Join the Edmonton 20's-40's 
Tall Kub to attend the Pirates of Penzance. 


VISUAL LINKS 200, 5041 Calgary Trail N., 
413-3197. Meetings every WED, 7:30- 8:30 
pm, How to make money on the Internet. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 429-1992, ext. 238. Tours 
of the concert hall. Learn about the architec- 
ture, acoustics and backstage facilities. 


iterary 


CANADIAN AUTHORS ASSOCIATION 
Education South Building, U of A., 459-8322, 
FRI 28 (8pm): Learn the basics of what you 
need to get started writing for children and 
young adults, $5 fee for non-members. 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 210 Capilano Mall, 
98 Ave., 50 St., 496-1802. FRI 4: A reading 
with Martha Brooks. 


GMCC City Centre Campus, Rm, 5-142, 
987-9863. THU 3 (7:30 pm): Austin Clarke 
Reading 


ORLANDO BOOKS 10123 Whyte 
Ave.,432-7633. FRI 28 (7:30 pm): Alice 
Moloraeaatg from her latest book of 
poems, Tales for an Urban Sky. FRI 4 (7:30 
pm): Lifelines Launch: Readings by some 
of the contributors. 


SPRUCE GROVE HIGH SCHOOL CAFETE- 
RIA THU 27 (7 pm): itera, Cafe Series: 
Presented by Spies Grove Public Library, 
Horizon Stage Performing Arts Centre: 
Lorier Miseck-reading from her book: 
The Blue Not Seen, $5.50. ~~ 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 3rd Fl. Boardroom, : 
496-7000. ¢Edmonton Chapter of JASNA: last 
SAT ea month. *4th SAT ea month, 2-4 pm: 
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Continued from previous page 


the Jane Austen Society, meeting. Enjoy dis- 
cussions, debates, lectures and videos about 
ane Austen’s life, work and milieu. Free 
admission. *Southeast Corner, last SUN ea 
month, (2-3:30 pm): the Alberta Playwrights 
Network: Playwright’s Reading, *Alberta 
Playwrights’ Network: last FRI ea month (3-7 
pm), Writers’ Drop-in. 


ive comedy 


FARGOS 10307-82 Ave., 433-4526, *Every 
SUN; Live Yuk Yuk’s comedy night 


{RON HORSE EATERY & WATERING HOLE 
8101-103 St., 438-1907. *Every WED: Classic 
Comedy with the Atomic Improv Co. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 
421-1326. *Every SUN; Variety Night hosted 
by the Atomic Improv Co. 


pecial events 


CHINESE NEW YEAR Chinese Catholic 
Parish, 10140-119 St., 4842-7481. SAT 
§(12:30-6 pm)-SUN 6(12;30-5 pm): The Year 
of the Dragon: live FaiChun, New Year 
cuisines, Festival giftware, 


CHRYSALIS FUND RAISER Louisiana 
Purchase, 10320-111 St. FRI 4 (2:30-4 


pm): Chrysalis’ Cajun Chili Cook-off. 


EDMONTON FOOD NOT BOMBS Boyle 
Street Co-op, 10116-195 Ave., 988- 
FOXY(3699). *Every SAT (1 pm): Free veg- 
etarian meal. Come and eat, cook, talk, 
clean, serve or show your support 


FUNG LOY KOK INSTITUTE OF TAOISM 
15740 Stony Plain Rd,, 2nd Fl., 489-4293 
SAT 29 (10 am): Special ceremonies to 
enliven its temple and memorial altar. 


GANDHI REMEMBRANCE DAY City 
Room, Main Foyer, 492-5504. SUN 30 (7 
pm): Rey. Bruce Miller-invocation; Dr. Horst 
Schmid-Reflections on Gandhi, Rey. Rob 
Hankinson-World Parliament of Religions, 
entertainment, Candlelight Ceremony. 


U OF A INTERNATIONAL WEEK 
www.international.ualberta.ca. Jan. 31- 
Feb. 5. FRI 28 (12:30-1:30 pm): Opening 
Ceremony. *HUB International 
Marketplace. *5-40 Stollery Centre, 5th 
FI., Business. *Humanities Lecture Theatre 
3. *Power Plant. SAT 5(8 pm): Wrap up 
party-Alassane Fall Band 


S ports 


DRILLERS Skyreach Centre. FRI 28: 
Drillers vs Philadelphia Kixx. 


GYPANASTICS Edmonton International 
Invitational for Rhythmic Gymnastics & 2000 
Rhythmic Winter Gala, 435-8259. Jan. 27-29. 
*KinsmenSports Centre, Field House. THU 
27 (11:30-1 pm): Athletes Warm-up, (1-1:15 
pm): Opening ceremonies. (1:15-5 pm 
Junior All-around competition: Rope, hoop, 


J. ae lane iradls- 





ball, clubs. (5:30-6 pm): Junior awards cere- 
monies. (5:30-7:30 pm): Senior Practice. FRI 
28 (11-12:30): Athletes Warm-up, (12:30- 
4:30 pm): Senior All-around competition 
Rope, hoop, ball, ribbon. (4 30-5 pm) Senior 
awards ceremonies. *GMCC, Centre for 
Sports and Wellness, Main Gym, 10700-104 
Ave. SAT 29 (2-3:30 pm): Winter Gala. TIX 
$5/day adult, $3/day student/senior, kids 
under 12 free 


HORSE RACING Northlands, 471-7379 
*Daily; Northlands Simucast Racing. *Live 
harness racing Wed-Sat, 6 pm 


OILERS Skyreach. WED 2 (7 pm) Oilers 
vs Chicago 


U OF A Main Gym. *Pandas Basketball: 
FRI 28-SAT 29 (6:30 pm): Pandas vs Regina 
«Bears Basketball: FRI 28-SAT 29(8:15 pm) 
Bears vs Regina. *Bears ockeye FRI 4 (7:30 
pm): Bears vs UBC. SAT 5 (7:30 pm): Bears vs 
UBC. *Bears Volleyball: FRI 4 (8 pm): Bears vs 
Manitoba. SAT 5 (6 pm): Bears vs Manitoba 
*Pandas Volleyball: FRI 4 (6 pm): Pandas vs 
Manitoba. SAT 5 (8 pm): Pandas vs Manitoba. 


ariety 


ANIMAL HOUSE EATERY 17502 Stony Plain 
Rd., 489-4826. *Every SUN, Met- 
Rx™-_Pancake Breakfast. Food for the fit: pro- 
tein enriched, 10 am-2 pm 

GROUNDS FOR COFFEE 10247-97 St., 490- 
1414. SAT 29 (3 pm): Grounds For Jammin’ 
Non-flaky music & poetry Open’ Stage event, 
hosted by the Alberta Beatnik 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 St., 
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496-1810. THU 27 (2 pm): Films for the Retired 
& Semi-retired 


PLAYER'S BAR & GRILL 4211-206 St., 434- 
2100. Every THU (8 pm): Ski & Snowboarding 
Industry Night. 


orkshops 


124 ART SCHOOL 10240-124 St., Gallery 
124, 488-4575. Individual and group class- 
es in wood carving, visual design, photog- 
raphy, computer graphics. Call Ross 


CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
414-6300. Success with Setting Goals: for 
people who live with a mental health issue. 
Beginning Jan. 27, 9:30-3:30 

THE CITADEL THEATRE SCHOOL 428-2113 
Classes for youth (4-12 yrs); classes for teens 
(13-18 yrs); Classes for adults (19 yrs+). Winter 
Term: Mon-Thu: Mar, 20-23 


COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC SOCIETY 8426- 
103 St., 432-9333. Adult bands ranging from 
elementary to advanced and a chorus 


DANCE MOVES 434-4FUN (4386). jazz, Funk, 
Hip hop, Modem, Latin, Swing, Line Dance. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5km N. of 
Devon on Hwy 60. 987-2064. SAT 5 (10 am- 
3 pm): Seedy Saturday. Seed exchange, kid 
activities, demonstrations, talk. $2, kids free 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223. Adults Only! 
Drop-in art for the absolutely terrified (or 
the tiny bit timid) starts Jan. 27, $5 each 


EDMONTON SPORT COUNCIL Stanley 
Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 


#7, 6th Fi., 497-7678. SAT 29 (9:30-noon) 
Working with the Media Workshop Set. TIX: 
$10 members, $15 non-members 


GMCC jasper Place Campus, 497-4303 
*497-4303. Taking care of music business: 
seven one-evening workshops in conjunction 
with ARIA. Mons, 7-9 pm, starting Jan. 31 
*497-4 303, International Art: (May 12-21) 
GMC travel trip to the Tate Gallery of 
Modern Art 


HOPE FOUNDATION 492-1222, www.ual- 
bera.ca/hope. U of A research centre pro- 
grams for people whose hope is down. 
Counselling and workshops 


LA CITE FRANCOPHONE Rim 48, 8527 rue 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St.), 469-0399 
*Every THU, 7-9 pm: Drop-in French con- 
versation, free for students and members 
yearly membership: $35; $25 students/sen- 
iors; $45 family. 


THE LYNNE SINGERS 435-4838. Sing for 
fun, no experience necessary 


MERRYWOOD DANCE & CREATIVE ARTS 
ACADEMY 9005-132 Ave., 454-5005 
Winter Term: Ballet, tap, hip-hop, jazz, mod- 
ern theatre... per-school-seniors 


PBSC COMPUTER TRAINING 424-3710 
*PS124 E-Commerce Concepts & Practices, 
Jan. 31-Feb. 1. #PS125 E-Commerce Strategy 
& Solutions, Feb. 2-4 

SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback Rd_, 
988-2266. Adults and kids-art classes with pro- 
fessional instruction, small class sizes, lessons in 
the gallery 

THEATRE ZOCALO 9104-77 Ave., 466- 


§322. A community theatre school 
Theatre arts instruction for kids and adults 








GES 





artists to artists 














musicians wanted 


Lead vocalist & drummer in search of lead gui- 


Looking for dancers or mpdels for tarist & solid bassist with professional attitudes 
up and coming gala, a not-for-prolit fashion Ph 477-61688 or 477-936 P 
show, a fundraiser for breast cancer research ’ ata ; : 
Su ag vgs > ae ae @ the Cocktail Club on FRI, Feb. 11, 6 pm ns 2 2 
Deadline for classified advertising is 12 noon the Tuesday before publication Deadline: Jan. 31. Ph Nancy 421-1950 Seeking male lead guitarist w/vocals to forn 
7a duo-local/surrounding area. Country, country/rock 
F FREE*FR REE* FREE rock’n roll, etc. No dopeheads or boozers need 
REEe eFREEeF ° . ici H apply. Call Ali 921-2080 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS tists to a stsfm musicians available nai 


Need a volunteer? Forming an Boy troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 
providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 
words subject to regular price or cruel editing. Free 
ads must be submitted in Cid in person or by 
fax. Duplicate ads will not be published, ek by 
mistake. Free ads will not be taken over the phone. 
Free ads will run for two weeks, if you require an ad 
to be renewed or cancelled please phone or fax the 
Classified department.Please, fax your ad to 426- 
2889, or drop it off at the Empire Building, 307, 
10080 Jasper Avenue. Deadline is 3:00 PM the 
Monday before publication. Placement will depend 
upon available space. 


artists to artists 


Call for submission: An Evening with Van Gogh. 
Sat, Mare 4e:Prafilec Publi 8 Satoriis 
Annual Art Auction Fun eteallep ty i PS ae to 
donate art Ph 460-4310, Deadline Feb. 19, 





nadl20 


Senior Revue seeking retired gentleman who can 
sing with some dance ability and who ts dedicated. 
I interested, please call: Rita 475-8498. 





i nagi29 


Edgy, racy or amusing volunteer writers wanted 
for a new online adventure called Jagged. Call 
Candace at 4289-7270 or e-mail ck@jagged- 
mag.com. 

90120 


Gallery 124 is vi for artists capable ot exhibitin 
at international level. For more Inio: Ph: 488-457 
Fax: $51-9271, e-mail: g124@telusplanet.net 





na0120 


Writing group: If you enjoy writing and would 
like to have coffee with, tdmanton's finest e- 





Artists & curators—call for submissions—group 
exhibition proposals for 2001 season, McMullen 
Gallery. Deadline: Mar. 31. For into Ph Art & 
Collections Advisor (780) 407-7152 

na0127 
Artist looking for petite female volunteer to 
model for drawings and castings. Contact Glenn 
for details 4556-31 52 

90127 


Starving artist needs cheep or free piano. Rhonda 
Summers, 466-1792 
nadi27 





Be creative! epics yourell Unique, bi-weekly 
Movement Theatre Practice Group needs com- 
mitted, risk-taking individuais! No experience 


necessary, Contact Laura 458-3721 
na0t27 


Alberta Audio Artists invited to submit works for 
CBr tobe released by the Boreal Electroacoustic 
Music Society (BEAMS). Deadline: Jan. 31. For 
inio ph: Shawn Pinchbeck, 488-9838 

na0t13 


CALL TO MOVIEMAKERS for submissions into 
the 2000 Misfit Short Film & Video Festival pre- 
sented by the UofA Film Zone. 20 min max., no 
other restrictions. Deadline: by Apr. 14, 4 pm, Fest 
date: May 6, 2000. Info: www.ualberta.ca/~film 
zone or ly msg at 780-970-0525 

nai202 


Contemplate the object of your desire. Head and 
shoulders are sequired tor an exciting new photo 
Pore entitled “Chain Letter”, by Edmonton Artist 

avid LaRiviere. Ph. 423-1492 for into. 
na1104(2mos) 


Call to Artists. THE WORKS: A Visual Arts Celebration, 
Downtown Edmonton AB. 15th Anniversary Festival 




















Experienced (40+) drummer to join existing 
Broup or form new group-preler play blues/clas 
sic rock/new country. Call Bon 962-0967 

na0120 
Professional drummer looking for live and studio 
work in and around Edmonton. 20 yrs experi- 
ence, all styles. Call Graham 465-9455. Please 
leave message 

30106 


musicians wanted 


Professional band seeking professional singer, 
Heavy rehearsal schedual, Rock & Blues, 60’s- 
90's. Ph after 6 pm 461-1774 


nad2? 


Seeking Drummer (20-27 yrs} for anal original 
heavy band, Infl: Tool, Deftones, C.O.C., and 
Rage Against the Machine. Call Beau at 473- 
682 


2.01 John at 497-7855 





na0120 

Professional, vocal artist is seeking an organized, 

working band! Will gig with covers &/or write 
originals! Ph: Roy @ 451-0601 or 913-3437 

na0120 





Need Gigs? Ph Anthony ! 919-1576 
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Wanted singer/songwriter for progressive rock 
band. Originals & some covers, must have expe 
rience. Ph Alex 490-1524 or Mitch 461-2041 








FREE* FREE* FREE* FREE e FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Forming an acting troupe? Need someone to sing 
the blues with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Please, fax eu ad to 426-2889, or drop it off at 
the Empire Building, 307, 10080 Jasper Avenue. 








MINT CONDITION 
CD's. 


SOUTHSIDE 
SOUND 


10362 - 82 Ave. © 432-7503 


CAP. Headstart seek volunteers to assist with classroom 

























Next startup: April 3rd, 2000 





TREBAS 
INSTITUTE 















1 + =. ~ June 23-July 5. Accepting exhibition als . 
Sat et meeting Phas. 7938 find out proiessional, emergin Student Eases sblceian GUITARS % AMPLIFIERS & KEYBOARQS & DRUMS cet Fa 2:10) nine month ¢ 
ig Ph: mora Deadline Jan. 24, 2000. Ph 780-426-2122 www.the PA, & RECORDING EQUIPMENT 4 ACCESSORIES 1 diol Lb? 
< works. ab.ca. COM 7 
A play about youth, HIV, and the life choices we 5 naltit SALES SERVICE & RENTALS 4! CONSIGNMENTS aundr M P ne: Dogs 2 
make. It you're interested in pening involved, or BUY % SELL * TAAQE x": RENT In: 
for more info, Piece contact Erin at HIV A “1 * Nees 
Edmonton, 488-5742. Acting 4% MUSIC LESSONS 4% 
20113 Scholarshi * PRIVATE LESSONS/OFF 
Artists and curators are invited to submit proup exhi- y * B * py QUALIP . 
Hike Pr pools sprombline nists eet te artists) “oie om ad i N A 
iF Our season. For into Ph ( -7152. Y ; 
a ‘wos =| Graduate ¥ production 
CWA Liquidation Sale! Office furniture & sup- Program * 


plies, comic books, various art pieces. 
verything must go. Lve message 424-0287. 
0113 









Out of the Blue on Whyte 
crafters boutique and antique gallery 


Index @@E Ronit 









Start your career today as 
a film and TV actor, the 
most effective techniques 
in the only 6 month 


$6,300. FILM ACTING 


SCHOLARSHIP 
course of it's kind. Full tuition in 
Sao ate Vancouver's eng yea ng 




















Courses are going fast so join 
the program today and find 
ut how you can get a job in 


Professional Film 
Graduate 6 month # 








one of the 27 TV shows being course 
Crafters od endaee meatersimieated. shot in Vancouver : rca fre i - 
our booth now! Limited space Call_toll-f 433 ra) 1 38 
available. 10111-82 Ave., 434-4000. varrtwact 5 1-977-FiLM.ACT ! = 
www.filmact.com 


www.filmact.com 
—— oo on 


Two lines for 


$5.00 












10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


Write It Down... 


SECTION: 


HEADLINE (MAX. 20 CHARACTERS) 


















AUDIO 















Add it Up... 
Line total $ 5.00 




















































































Extras: $ 
Peet pour oy egy ae 
Up to ve characters per ine: = Subtotal: $__ 
e| etter, space 
om coumisasone character laa Shweta $ 
iow one space following punctuation. 7% GST: 
Little Extras... Form of Payment... horas 
Call (Fanr476-1996 Headline $2.00 O-cash Ol-cheque O-visa © -—mastercard : 
Fax (780)426-2889 - Bold/centred $2.00 Cards EXP, DATE li 
e-mail >office@yue.ab.ca< Extra Line $2.00 Deadline: 
Come in person 3rd, floor, 307, Box Word Ad $2.00 Lossialicly ee) 
10080 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB. SYMBOLS 
For information please call 426-1996. B Seek aR, 
s P< ‘ Ts 
— *! « 
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The uncut version 


Dear Sasha: | am a 20-year-old uncir- 
cumcised male. Since the age of 15, | 
have relied exclusively on masturba- 


they can tear off and take home 
with them. Show them your routine, 
and, while you're at it, show them 
that nifty trick where you can stick 
your finger in your foreskin or the 
the one where you can pull it com- 
pletely over the head and fill it with 
pee. Now there’s a party trick a girl 
doesn’t see every day. Antonopou- 
los’s site is at www.infocirc.org, if 
you're interested. 


Easy cum, easy go 











music instruction music instruction 


Drum lessons GMCC Music Grad 
MODAL MUSIC INE. 


Various styles and sight reading. All ages. 
David @ 454-5061 
naQ127-Mar 16 (8 wks) 


on individual! Professional, caring instructors Private Westend ‘Studio Space. Now lower rates 
accommodating 4-5 piece bands. Clean 24 hr 


with music degrees, re Music instruction since security. Will consider sub leasing. Call Mel @ 
s 441-0402 


466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, mandolin, banjo, bass, 
drums, flute, recorder, Irish tin whistle, 
and bodhran, Private instruction: focus 


vwe99999 
FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 


Wi 0224-('an}- 9999 


To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classitieds 
Phone 426-1996 tor more inio. 


TRAVEL-teach English: 5 day/40 hr Mar. 15-19, 
TESOL teacher certification course (or by Corre 
yondence). +,000’s of jobs available NOW 
FREE information package, 780-438-5704 
V.C0916:111870319/0508/081 4/1120 2000 


Come to the 
Gulf Islands 


eoasmowiapeles sta 
tol/ax: (250) 537-8522 





tion to orgasm. Recently, | started see- 
ing a woman. One night, she began 
to give me a handjob. Five minutes 
later, | backed away because not only 
was | not getting any enjoyment out 
of it, but it was actually painful. (She 
kept pulling my foreskin too far down, 
which hurt.) This is not the first time 
something like this has happened; a 
few similar experiences, including fel- 
latio, with different women in the past 
have produced similar results. Lubrica- 
tion (petroleum jelly) doesn’t really 
seem to help, either. My fear is that | 
have become so used to masturbating 
myself that no other stimulation will 
produce an orgasm. I’m also worried 
that somehow being uncircumcised 
@ has an adverse affect. | am avoiding 
intercourse because | fear that | will 
start something that | cannot finish. — 
AWAITING 


Dear Sasha: My girlfriend and | have 
an inconvenient problem. About an 
hour after she swallows my semen, 
she gets diarrhea, Badly. Every time. 
What's going on here? How can her 
digestive system be so affected? Could 
she be allergic to my semen? Is this 
preventable? —Strance But True 


adult classifieds 


support 
eaeet food 


our 
ank 


Get it Tonight! 
Instant live phone conversations with hot 
Edmonton gay men. Ail live, all the time. Call 
for your free membership. 413-7144 


Dear Strange: If your girlfriend had 
written this letter, she would not 
have chosen the word “inconven- 
ient” to outline the issue, to be sure. 
| pulled out my gauchos and got 
downright Cagney and Lacey on this 
one. But like your girlfirend, I’ve 
come up with very little solid infor- 
mation one way or the other. It /s 
possible to have a semen allergy; 
however, the condition is rare and all 
the evidence | found has the allergy 
manifesting itself in a rash after 
semen comes in contact with skin. 
No source I’ve consulted mentions a 
reaction due to consumption, 
although diarrhea is symptomatic of 
an allergy. “Never heard of a reaction 
through ingestion,” says Dr. Donald 
Donsky, an allergist. “Doesn't mean 
it’s not impossible, though.” 

There is bicarbonate in semen, a 
substance that’s used in enemas. 
Could it be having a similiar effect in 
this case? Probably not, the doc says, 
since semen contains so little of the 
stuff that it’s inconsequential. Semen 
also contains ascorbic and citric acids, 
water, enzymes, fructose and sugar, 
none of which, according to the book 
Our Sexuality, “is harmful if swall- 
lowed during oral sex.” Everything 
points to your girlfriend being allergic 
(but who knows why) and it doesn’t 
seem that there’s much you can do 
about it. Taking Imodium beforehand 
was one possible solution | came up 
with, but a pharmacist | consulted 
told me that if it is an allergy we're 
talking about here, your girlfriend's 
body is trying to expel it, so the 
Imodium may be ill-advised. My 
advice? Buy her a nice spittoon. © 


VvC0899 Ci 


SLIM, BUSTY 
curvaceous beauty available for 
out call massage 


945-1798 





UC # 128225 
VW 0120-27/2000 (2 wks) 


Dear Awaiting: I'm wagering that, at 
your age, many of the women you're 
fooling around with have had little— 
if any—experience with an uncir- 
cumcised penis. They don’t realize 
that the foreskin is a delicate and 
sensitive object. (You may need to 
have given a sheared guy a handjob 
to fully appreciate this fact. Honestly, 
it’s easier starting a lawnmower 
that’s been sitting in the garage all 
winter than it is jerking off a circum- 

‘® cised penis—so you can see why the 
ladies are yanking at yours more 
than they need to.) 

John Antonopoulos, who runs an 
organization called Info-Circ, says 
that it’s not impossible that you 
have a particularly sensitive foreskin, 
but if your problem is a lack of sup- 
pleness, there are medicated creams 
that can help you stretch it out a 
bit. “Explore your anatomy before 
doubting it,” says Antonopoulos. 
“Losing your foreskin is not going to 
solve any problems.” You have to 
teach women that you did not invite 
them over to perform a bris. Your 

% foreskin is not a special gift which 
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